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Dangan Mill House,
Thomastown,
Co. Kilkenny,
Dear Professor Conan, Ireland.
#¢11:70.

I feel quite ashamed at my long delay in replying
to your very interesting letter relating to our family ante-
cedents and history. I too am anzious to probe my family's
background; but unfortunately I put the task on the long finger
and only began making encuiries 1last Autuun,

Though I have not seen the record myself,I have it
frow a priest friend that the fawjily originated in the South
west coast of Co.Clare, as ﬁ.CﬁANﬁIN,which is Gaellic,and is
pronounced Coonauin, Most of the families there now spell their
name as "Counihan? In CO.Kildare too there are Counihans and
Coonans. In the West of Ireland,where the Gaelic ways and
traditions are purest one finds the name spelt Cunnane,which is
nearest to the original form, In the IZth. century a Bishop
Coonan pregsided over the See of Ely and Roscrea,Co,Tipperary.
There are "Conans" in smzall numbers,mostly in the Northern part
of .the @Gountry. Most typical family Christian names are: Tom.
Edward.Michael.Patrick in the male;Brigid,Mergaret,Maryanne,
Minnie and Annie in the female members. I have met members fronm
different parisiof Ireland and all have predominently black hair,
longish noses and rather dark skin., The girls are usually very
attrective and the men well formed and medium height. There is
one tantalising parudox,and it is the strange fact that the
families almost without exception live in isolation from each-
other and and, if related at all,are usually as femote as third
cousins., One never comes across little villages with three or
four families s0 named,as in the case with most of the Gaelic
femilies. .The possible explanation is that the females arrive
in greater numbers than males,and that the latter are of =&
roving disposition; My own son and two dsughters are indeed
of the roving kind. The wandering Celt is a recognised phenom-
enon,and the Coonans are indeed Celts. An old member of the
clan whom I met in Co.Waterford some years back gave the
explanation that the family was cursed in the male line by an
old priest en whom some one of the named§ had grieviously
outraged! I have never come across a Protestant Coonun,so 1
presume you are a Catholic,though your name,Robert is mostly
a FProtestant one here.

My father,Thomas (Tom) Coonén was born in the
townland of Barnagrotiy,near Toomevara,Co.Tipperary,in I860,and
died in Moneygall in I905. He had two sisters,Ellen the elder,
Margaret,the younger{My femily is similar),who were born in
Barnagrotty as well. He was a cattle trader,and was often
called "Black Tom Coonan! His father,my grandfather,was Known_
as Black Tom,and was also a caltle trader. I dont know where
he was born,but I believe it was In the purish of Templederry,
which is not very far to the North of Upperchurch,and is in
Co. Tipper.ry. He died in Barnagrotty in I890,and was then 60yrs.
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65 years,

I could find no trace of his birth,either in the Central
Registry,The Custom House,Dublin,nor in the Toomevara puarish
records. In the latter case I discovered the Book which might
have given those details was destroyed by fire about 190C.

I do know that when he lived in Barnagrolly tvhere were a
number of other men of the name who might be his brothers or
his first cousins. Burnagrotty then was rceferred to as Coonans'
town., That so-meny men survived the Famine of I847,and
remained living on in the place,hale &nd hearty,suggests to

me that they must heve had no little weglth with which to

buy the .mezl,which alone could save them from starvation,
From the N.tion.l Regisier of Deaths I picked out pkhree four
Coonans who could have been my grandfather's brothers and/or
first cousinsviz: Edwerd,died Mar I694;Michael,died the same
year;Cornelius died June, I894,and another Edward in Sept, I894.
ihy,one asks,did all four die in IB8947 Perhaps cholera., The
Templederry pdrish record may contaln some- useful information,
and if,at 7I years,my luck holds out I may go down there next
Summer DV. As well as co-operating with you I should like to
collate the information for my son Liam,who is a Federal
Attornemhéiethe Criminal side,and at present prosecuting the
Mafia in stronghold. He is an ex USMerine Sergeant with
two otheTr degnees as well. He got his appointment us F.a.
following a distinguished course at Squon Hall Law School.

He lives at IL3H,Cambridge,k Avenue, Plainfields,N.dJ.,and I au
sm-SuTre he would like to meet you. My two glrls ure herein——
Ireland having truvelled in the Us and Europe,to get languages
and secretarilcl experience. I am a retired Police Superinten-
dent,and very much in demand =«s =n orgeniser,secreiuary and
what h ve you.

T shzll be most grateful to have as umuch
information relevant to my forebears as you can give me. In
return I shall delve into records myself and discuss the
result with you whenever you come back to Irelund. I =zm
amazed at the volume of datz which you have accumulated @boo®
concerning your ancesters., May I ask whether you traced any
Coonens around the Upperchurch area who might be able to give
me = lead too?

With every good wish for your succe.s,I remain

Yours sincerely,

@:& S0onony/-

Wwilliem (oonsan.
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Dangan Mill House,
Thomastown,
Co.Kilkenny.

Dear Bob, 12:6:s72.

I regret thc delayed answer to your letter of April
6th. which did not rcach me until last Monday. 1t had arrived
here when I was in the US. on a long holiday,and was redirected
by my wife to the NJ. address,but it only arrived there ten
days ago and was immediately returned to me with other family
correspondence.

Since we last corrvspondud I have been stricken by
a series of illnesces,but now fcel much improved DG. I did make
some enquiries in Tipp. and Kilkenny centrcs about our ance=
estors with the following results: There were no Coonans
baptised in Templederry or Drombane parishes since records were
openeds 1 could not find my grandfather's birth recordezd
in Toomevare as the 1800 - 1825,was destroyed by fire years
ago: I now inclinel to the belief that the Clan originated
around Roscrea. In the library (County) Thurles there is a
copy of a local history,"foscrea Town and Parish" by Dermot
F.Gleeson,a Nenaghman,which was published in 1947. Th: book
is out of print. The, Author says inter alia: Roscrea has never
been without a Coonan: A great many of the parish pricsts
who held office in the surrounding parishes were Coonans. One
has a tombstone erected to his m.mory in Shenross Abbey (ruin)
outside the town. The first Prior of the monastry there was
was an 0'Cuanain and during his term,circa 900,the"B0O0OK of Dimma
was written. The book is now in the library of Trinity College.
He had the Celtic/Romancsque carving done over the old doorway,
and it is believed to be the only specimen now to be found in
this island. When the monast rics were being plundered the
Dimma book was taken away for safety, and about 1839 spme Ecys
who were b.rdnesting in the Devil's Bit mountain, just REEER of
Moneygall found the book in a cave. The fact that a family
of Coonans l%v;gaand still live,on the slope of the Mountain
at Gortagarryzh Slﬁﬁﬁﬁifcance in this t:c&rx'tr—cxt.'| The comhdagh.
or in English,cover, bears the inscription.. Donal O'Cuanain,
Lord Seniox of Munster Had me R:opaired this Last Timme%i.e.
around II00 tachtus 0O'Cuana:-n,a monk in the Sean Ross
Abbey around S500,wess involved in thie writing of a book of
" Exhortations eand Rulcs for the Penitential Life" It was
written during treland‘s "Green Age",and is now in the rnoyal
Library in orussels! Isac 0'Cuanain was the first and only
pishop off noscrea. when he died the area was absorbed into
the present Biocese of Killaloe,around 1150 or so. Quote:
the family name is inseparably associated with the church in
nOSCIrea.

Copyright 1969-70, 1972, 1975 Robert J. Conan, Jr., Ph.D.



I visited a family of voonan's at Muckalee,.astlecomer,co.Kilkenny,
who would appear to have originated in .oscrea,where a large colony
at collough, continued up to about 5uU years ago. A Tom. Coonan and
family still live in the localitye. 1In Shinrone,in ierryglass,in
the ocirr area,all within #cme ten miles of noscrea there a good many
families. In ¥m Blakefield,uwortagarry,a few miles directly South
of moneygall there are one or two old ladies living,who have a

good knowledge of their own flamily history,l am told. There is a
woman in osourna, which is near iemplemore,whose maiden name was
coonan. She and her son,a priest,have an interest in their family
origin,and I shall get her name and address before your arrival
here. I haven't come across the name Jeremiah in any of the
families. 71ears agoy,when I was in Colloney,co. Sligo,on a special
police duty assignment,l met a man named coonan there,but couldnit
find a connection betwsen us.

with regard to your itinerary in August, I suggest
that you return from 5ligo via mMullingar,Athlone,Tullamore and
rortlaois. At that point you will be on the main road for wenagh,
but you will also be within 30 miles or so of ihomastown. :(f you
come and spcnd a night with me we can talk things over in greater
detail,and I will acecompany you in my own car to «&€B88EE Roscrea,
and perhaps we could visit a few families in that area before my
return home. At all events I will meet you,either in noscrea or
wenagh,as you suggest. If I might make a suggestion it would be that
you make your base in noscrea instead of wenagh, and there are one
or two good hotels there. &another suggestion is that you go
carefully into the noscrea nural District records in the weneral
Reg. Uffice, he Custom House,Dublin, and you are likely to be
rewarded. he Roscrea iarish rnecord should yield valuable infor-
mation. A month ago or thereabouts # lady who gave her name as
mrs Congdon and her address as calafornia rang me for information
about her voonan ancestors. ahﬁiggs in the pirr area, and in
vrarlow. ohe promised to ring me, ut failed to do so. was she one
of your family?

Thank you for all the useful information you have
given me, and 1 amm looking forward to meeting you in August DV.

€incerely yours,

By Copnan -
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“We have loved him in life, let us
not forget him in death”

—St. Ambrose.
|'"== e == — ="'1
i T III

JESUS MERCY
dTAH AUYVIN

IN LOVING MEM*DRY OF

Michael Coonan

Gurtderrybeg Roscrea.
Who died on the .
27th JUNE 1975
Aged 64 Years .
Hl l- FI- s

“all I ask of you, is that you will
remember me at Mass and
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