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Introduction 
 

In the 1940s Paul Bernard Conan Sr. was a teenager living in Syracuse, New York.  He lived at 159 

Wolcott Ave. with his brother Robert Jr. (Bob) and his Irish Catholic parents, Helen and Robert Conan Sr.  

Paul attended Most Holy Rosary school and graduated in 1947.  He was an avid player of playground 

basketball, pick-up football games, and golf at Bellevue Country Club.  Paul frequently attended Most 

Holy Rosary sporting events.  He had a core group of friends & many friendly acquaintances.   
 

Paul kept a diary and wrote in it every day, beginning as a 15-year-old sophomore on January 1
st
, 1945, 

and continuing through May 6
th

, 1946.  After that date Paul made one more diary entry in 1946, one in 

1947, three in 1948, and two entries in 1949.  He mentioned World War II events in 1945. 
 

He also kept a scrapbook from about 1938 through 1957, which included his 1939 Lone Ranger 

membership card, his 1942 Boy Scouts ID card, his 1945 Learner’s Permit to drive, his report cards, and 

20 family photos.  Paul saved newspaper articles and the Commencement program from LeMoyne 

College’s very first graduation ceremony in 1951, copies of which are also included in this book. 
 

Analyzing Paul’s scrapbook and diary entries provide an interesting look at his daily routine & activities.  

Paul mentions the names of more than 120 people living in Syracuse in the 1940s.  He and his family 

patronized many Syracuse area restaurants and businesses that no longer exist today.  In his neighborhood 

he tobogganed on Overlook Drive, ice skated at Drumlins, and skied on the side of the Woodland 

Reservoir.  His family took vacations in the Adirondacks and New York City.   
 

Fortunately, Paul had a neat cursive writing style so it wasn’t difficult to decipher his hand-writing in the 

diary.  If I could not figure out a word I added a question mark (?) after it.  To provide context and 

additional information I added details in italics.  Paul’s diary writings and scrapbook items provide a 

snapshot of the life of a teenage boy in 1940s Syracuse, New York. 
 

                     Bob Conan Sr. with sons Paul & Bob Jr.        Helen with son Bob Conan Jr. 1942 

       
       These photos may have been taken before Bob’s 1942 Most Holy Rosary High School graduation. 
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CHARACTERS 

 

        Parents:        Uncles:        Aunts: Brother: 

Bob Conan Sr. Michael O’Brien Isabelle Thorpe O’Brien Robert Conan Jr  

Helen O’Brien Conan Donald O’Brien Lucy O’Brien 
 

 
Clement Conan Pauline ‘Polly’ Vollmer Conan 

 
     

Other Relatives:      Grandmother: Other Relatives 

Aunt Lillie Carrie McKay (‘Ann’) Dr. Conan (Neal or Mark?) 

(Mother St. Bernard)  Sister Armond 
 

SYRACUSE AREA 

 

Tom Anderson Jack Dee Mary Hurly Jean Pier 

Commissioner Barry Peggy ‘Peg’ Delaney Dorothy Kallfeltz The Pomeroys 

Lenny Berry Jimmie Dermody Bob Korta Joan Pringle 

Art Bigsby Mr. Duffy Dick Lang Gus Roe 

Wilbur Bowman Bob Ealy Herb Leary Michael Ryan 

Alice Boynton Jack Feola Chuck Levy Jeanette Schneider 

Ann Bright Mary Finkbeiner Father Lynch Dick Shaw 

Joe Brown Bishop Foery Bill Lyons Warren Shultis 

Ann Byron  Malcolm Goetting Deni McCarthy  Stanley Sizing 

Ellen Caring Louie Goode Marybeth McCarthy  Tom Slater 

Peggy Carr  Bud Griffin The McClays Ed Smith 

Clancy kids Nog Headd Joey McManus Winnie Sorgenfrei 

Tish Coffey Jimmie Hefferon John Moody Jim Sullivan 

Bert Coling Peggy Hemmer Agnes Mullin Dr. Thornton 

Bill Collins  Peggy Hennsberry Jerry Murray Jean Wakeman 

Joe Collins Louis Heuschneider Barb O’Connor Jimmy Walch 

Neal Cuddy Bob Hill Midge O’Connor Lois Waring 

Nancy Curling Rosie Hollenbeck Bud Pello Betty Wood 

Marilyn D. Marsha Holmes The Phalens  

 

 

PAUL’S GOLF PLAYING PARTNERS AT BELLEVUE CLUB 

 

Bob Barth Willey Entwistle Art Langan Lloyd Schneider 

Charlie Carpenter  Billy Entwistle Wendell McBachron John Schneider 

Bob Clark Fran Feola Jim Manning Al Schneider 

Bob Conan Sr.  Bud Finkbeiner Mr. McClay Jeanette Schneider 

Bob Conan Jr. Jim Johnson Joe McGrath Susie Sopher 

Paul Conan Sr. Walt Hansen Charlie Miller Bill Stockford 

Dr. (Neal) Conan Dr. Hoffman Mr. Page Ed Tucker 

Jack Donahue Tom Hueber Bud Quinn Archie Von Gorden 

Jimmy Entwistle  Ed Keohane Al Reynold  Dan Williams 
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CHARACTERS 
 

PAUL’S PALS FREQUENTLY MENTIONED 

 

Fran ‘Frani’ Feola           Skip Brennan 

Kevin Voll           Doc 

Theodore ‘Ted’ Sizing           Don La Casse 

Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy           Bud Quinn 

Gordon ‘Gord’ Wakeman           Bud Priest  

Jimmy Murry                                                              Richard ‘Dick’ Lang 

 

 

PAUL’S MOST HOLY ROSARY TEACHERS 

 

JANUARY 1945-JUNE 1945           SEPT. 1945-JUNE 1946 

Geometry - Sr. Incarnata (‘Inci’)           Homeroom - Sr. Pieta 

Mechanical Drawing - Mrs. Polites           Chemistry - Sr. Pieta 

English - Sr. Pieta           Algebra - Sr. Incarnata 

Religion - Father Skinner           English - Sr. Paul Joseph 

Latin II - Sr. Gerardo                                                              Religion - Sr. Pieta 

History - ‘Maggie’           Latin III - Sr. Gerardo 

History Subst. - ‘Mother’ the ‘Warden’           History - Sr. Demitrius 

History Subst. - Sr. St. Margaret           Father Brady 

 
          Father Lynch 

 

 

MOST HOLY ROSARY ATHLETES’ NAMES MENTIONED 

 

BASEBALL PLAYERS           CHEERLEADERS 

Ed Hamm           Mary Anderson 

Bill Dacey           Jeanette Schneider 

Bob Daly           Peggy Delaney 

Touch Irving           Phyllis Kennedy 

                                                              Catherine Carroll 
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CHARACTERS 
 

PAUL’S ADDRESS BOOK ~ 1944 

 

Kevin J. Voll    545 Velasko Road  Syracuse N.Y.  

John Moody    305 Glenwood Avenue Syracuse N.Y. 

John Foertch    1312 Park Street  Syracuse N.Y. 

Bud Larned    242 Brattle Road  Syracuse N.Y. 

Bob Nash    164 Cresline Drive  Syracuse N.Y. 

Ed Gorman    200 Paul Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Tom Moynihan   125 First Street  Liverpool N.Y. 

     Liverpool Sports Center 

Ed Tucker           Fifth Avenue  Oswego N.Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ted Downes  454 James Street  Syracuse N.Y. 

Bud Priest    1018 Velasko Road  Syracuse N.Y. 

James Hennigan   322 Whittier Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Neal Cuddy    530 Stinard Avenue  Syracuse  N.Y. 

Frani Feola    113 Bungalow Terr  Syracuse N.Y. 

‘Dutch’ Hennessy   118 Bungalow Terr  Syracuse N.Y. 

Stanley Mackowski   1509 Burnet Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

‘Stan Mack’ 

Bud Doyle    801 Stinard Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Edward Markert   196 Robineau Road  Syracuse N.Y. 

Jack Parkinson          Avery Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mrs. Ethel Goetting   155 Wolcott Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Master Robert Goetting  155 Wolcott Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Clancy  201 Wolcott Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. Ed McCormick  231 Roberts Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mr. Daniel C. Williams  325 Rugby Road  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mr. & Mrs. James O’Brien  

‘Jim & Cecil O’Brien’ 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael O’Brien  

‘Mike & Isabelle O’Brien’ 

Mr. Donald R. Campion, S.J.  (S.J. = Society of Jesus – ‘Jesuit’) 

Rev. John Fernan, S.J.   953 James Street  Syracuse N.Y. 

Rev. Eugene Culhane, S.J.  Fordham University  N.Y.  N.Y. 

Midge O’Connor   340 Buckingham Avenue Syracuse N.Y. 

Barbara O’Connor   340 Buckingham Avenue Syracuse N.Y. 

Midge Bresnahan   310 Avery Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mary Jane & Peggy Corbett   549 Bryant Avenue  Syracuse N.Y. 

Ginger Bockey   528 Robineau Road  Syracuse N.Y. 

Mother St. Bernard   

‘Aunt Lillie’  

Sister Priscilla    

Bill Moody        Binghamton N.Y. 

Ally Boynton           Arlington Avenue Syracuse N.Y.  
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Highlights of 1945 – 1948 
 

1945 
 

Feb 2     Coal truck got stuck in Conan driveway snow delivering one ton of coal for furnace   

Feb 14     Paul was devoted to attending Mass frequently, especially during Lent through April 1 

Mar 25     Cut down tree to make basketball hoop in empty lot across the street from Paul’s home 

Apr 30     Paul’s brother Bob Jr. graduated from Syracuse University 

June 25    Paul began his first job at age 16 working at Wadsworth Park in Syracuse 

July 9     There was an eclipse of the sun for the first time in 13 years 

July 17     Attended Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Baily Circus 

Aug 17     Paul’s family vacationed at Lake Placid & Saranac Lake in the Adirondack Mountains 

Aug 3     Paul obtained a learners permit to drive a car & renewed it on September 29
th

   

Oct 18     Paul’s family sees many attractions in N.Y.C. including Radio City Music Hall 

Oct 19     Paul’s parents’ 25
th

 wedding anniversary was celebrated in New York City  

Dec 24     For Christmas Paul receives a $32 pair of skis with spring clamps and steel edges  

Dec 25     Midnight Mass, then celebrate Christmas with family at the Conan house on Wolcott 

Dec 26     Paul’s parents Bob Sr. and Helen attend the annual St. Thomas More party 
 

Paul played a great deal of golf at Bellevue Country Club and a lot of basketball near his home 

He closely followed the sports teams at Most Holy Rosary school and attended games 

Paul had winter fun that included tobogganing, ice skating, skiing, and a snowball fight 
 

1946 
 

Apr 28     Paul turned 17 years old and received a golf jacket, sport shirt, & 2 books on golf 

May 1     Aunt Lillie (also known as ‘Mother St. Bernard’) developed pneumonia 
 

1947 
 

Sept 4     Paul scored a 74 on 18 holes of golf at Sunnycrest Golf Course at the age of 18 
 

1948 
 

Sept 10    Paul scored a 75 on 18 holes of golf at Bellevue Country Club at the age of 19 
 

 
                 Photo by Joe Rosenthal 

Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima 

February 23
rd

, 1945 
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Historical Events of 1945 – 1946 

WORLD WAR II EVENTS MENTIONED BY PAUL 
 

1945 

Jan. 27
th

  Coal crisis – schools, stores, etc. close for one week beginning midnight tonight 

Jan. 30
th

  Birthday of President Roosevelt F.D.R. 

Feb. 4
th

 Manila (capital of Philippines) was captured from Japanese 

Feb. 15
th

  Americans land in Tokyo 

Feb. 18
th

  Americans take Corregidor (Battle for the Recapture of Corregidor)   

Feb. 26
th

  Heard General MacArthur on the radio from the Philippines (Manila) 

April 12
th

  President (of the United States) Roosevelt died at 3:35 p.m. 

  President Truman is the new president  

April 16
th

  The Allies are now near Berlin but have met much resistance  

April 17
th

  The Russians are 12 miles from Berlin  

April 18
th

  Ernie Pyle, famous war correspondent, was killed by a Japanese sniper  

April 24
th

  The Russians have entered Berlin.  Fierce battles are being waged 

April 25
th

  California Peace Conference opened in San Francisco - 46 nations  

April 27
th

  The Americans and Russians met 75 miles south of Berlin  

April 28
th

  A false report issued that the Germans have surrendered unconditionally  

May 2
nd

  All the Nazis in Italy surrendered today  

May 5
th

  War in Europe almost over 

May 7
th

  Germany surrenders.  European war ends after 5 years, 8 months, 6 days  

May 8
th

  V-E Day  

July 28
th

  A B25 hit the 79
th

 floor of the Empire State Building killing at least 19 

August 7
th

  The Allies used the atomic bomb on Japan 

August 9
th

  Russia joins war against Japan.  Second atomic bomb launched on Japan  

August 10
th

  Japan surrenders conditionally but it has not been accepted yet 

August 11
th

  The Allies are waiting for an answer to the peace terms sent to Japan   

August 14
th

  V.J. DAY.  War is over.  President Truman announced Japan’s surrender   

 General Douglas MacArthur is to be in command     

 Conan family goes to downtown Syracuse to celebrate the end of war 

August 15
th

  This day was proclaimed a holiday and nobody worked 

August 16
th

  Rationing of gas and canned goods is lifted and peace plans are in progress 

Sept. 2
nd

  The President proclaimed today is V-J Day 

Nov. 12
th

  Celebrated Armistice Day 
 

World War II  Began December 8
th

, 1941 on the Feast of Immaculate Conception 

World War II  Ended August 15
th

, 1945 on the Feast of Assumption   
 

1946 

March 1
st
  Soviets fire upon an American plane 

  

LOCAL DEATHS 

Billy Quinn died while in the air corps 

Marie Carpenter’s brother killed in action 

Tom (Fig) Mourin killed in action in Germany 

Mr. Henry W. Goetting 
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Paul and his Family 
 

 
Bob Conan Sr. holding sons Paul (~age 2) and Bob Jr. (~age 7) in 1931 

Photo taken in the backyard of Paul’s residence at 159 Wolcott Avenue, Syracuse, N.Y. 
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Paul and his Family 
 

 
Paul (~age 9) and Bob Jr. (~age 13)  

with their mother Helen Conan ~ 1938 

 

 
Bob & Helen Conan’s camp on the west side of Skaneateles Lake 
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Paul and his Family 
Paul’s relatives with last names O’Brien and Conan visit his 159 Wolcott Ave home in Syracuse. 

 

 
Lower left to right: 

                           Bob Conan Jr.   Paul Conan  

                (age ~ 10)   (age ~ 5) 

 

Upper left to right: 

 

          Bob Conan Sr.         Helen O’Brien Conan           Carrie McKay O’Brien 

          Archbishop Michael O’Brien           Clement Conan           James O’Brien 
 

 

Fred O’Brien m. Carrie McKay          Fred O’Brien had a brother 

  l________________________        Michael who became Archbishop of  

l  l  l  l        Kingston, Ontario, Canada.  He was 

Helen  Donald  Michael James          ordained as priest on July 6, 1897 in 

O’Brien O’Brien O’Brien O’Brien       Peterborough, Ontario - the same 

m. Bob       (not Archbishop)         city where he was born July 29, 1874 

Conan Sr.  

(has brother Clement)            Photo circa 1935 
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Paul and his Family 

 
 

Standing:   Bob Conan Jr (age ~ 23)  Carmen Bowen (wed Marguerite)  Paul Conan (age ~ 19) 

Sitting:   Laura Kline McKay  Dan McKay     Marguerite Pitts Bowen  Helen Conan 
 

        This photo (circa 1948) was taken in back of the McKay farm on Tollgate Rd, located north of 

        Cornwall, Ontario, Canada.  Highway 401 runs near where their house & farm used to be before 

        the house was torn down.  Dan died in 1950.  Helen O’Brien Conan’s mother is Caroline ‘Carrie’ 

        McKay.  Marguerite Pitts Bowen is Helen’s first cousin.  Laura & Dan are their aunt and uncle. 
  

Donald McKay m. Mary Munroe (had 9 children) 

       ________________________l                                                              ___                                      

l       l                       l 

     Carrie McKay m. Fred O’Brien   Nellie McKay m. George Pitts    Laura Kline m. Daniel McKay 

            l  ___                 l        _                l 

    l                l   l  l                 no children   

   Helen O’Brien            3 sons Marguerite Pitts          daughter 

   m. Robert Conan Sr.        m. Carmen Bowen 
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Paul and his Family 

 
Conan family at 263 Robineau Rd. in Syracuse.  Robert Conan Sr. took the photo 12-24-1965. 

Helen O’Brien Conan, Cecil O’Brien, Isabelle Thorpe O’Brien, Pauline Vollmer Conan (Clem) 

Robert Conan Jr., Paul Conan Sr., Clement Conan, James O’Brien (sitting -his wife is Cecil) 

 

 

         James J. Conan m. Ellen Lane   Fred O’Brien m. Carrie McKay 

      l      l 

                 l   __________________l____                             __ 

  l  l l  l      l        l 

  l  l l  l      l        l  

Pauline         Clement      Robert Helen      Donald    Isabelle  m.  Michael   Cecil m.  James   

Vollmer  m.  Conan      Conan  m.  O’Brien    O’Brien   Thorpe l    O’Brien            l    O’Brien 

     l       Sr.        l      (m. Lucy)  l          l 

               l                 l   l  l          l 

        no children                 l____  _       no children       no children  no children 

           l         l 

        Robert     Paul 

        Conan Jr.     Conan 
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Paul and his Family 
Father: Robert J. Conan Sr. 
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Paul and his Family 
Mother: Helen O’Brien 

 
 

The information contained in Paul’s family tree was compiled by his brother, Robert ‘Bob’ Conan Jr. 
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Paul and his Family 
Grandmother: Caroline ‘Carrie’ McKay 
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Paul and his Family 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES IN 1945 

Bob Conan Sr.       49
th

 birthday  April 17
th

  

Paul Conan Sr.      16
th

 birthday  April 28
th

 

Helen Conan       51
st
 birthday  May 23

rd
  

Bob Conan Jr.       21
st
 birthday  October 30

th
  

 

Helen & Bob Conan      25
th

 wedding    October 19
th

  

          anniversary 

 

Carrie McKay  2
nd

 anniversary of death February 8
th

 

(a.k.a. Ann = ‘Ahn’)     

   (Paul’s grandmother, Helen’s mother) 

 

ACTIVITIES OF BOB SR. & HELEN CONAN (PAUL’S PARENTS) 

1945 

      Bob Sr. is Vice President of Pomeroy Organization, located at 327 Montgomery Street in Syracuse 

          Bob Sr. would often be picked up after work by one of his sons, Paul or Bob Jr. 

          The Conan family attended the annual Pomeroy picnic at Fair Haven on Lake Ontario on July 11
th

  

 

          Attended wedding of Jimmy Walch on February 10
th

  

          Bob & Helen visited N.Y.C. March 15
th

 with the Mullins.  Bob returned on the 19
th

, Helen the 22
nd

   

          Relatives from Pompey, N.Y. met the Conan family at Drumlins on May 13
th

  

          Bob & Helen went to a clam bake at the Bellevue Club on July 18
th

  

          Bob & Helen visit the Mullin’s camp on 4
th

 Lake in the Adirondacks from August 2
nd

 to August 6
th

  

          Attended a real estate convention at Saranac Lake from September 23
rd

 to September 26
th

  

 

          Helen cans grape jelly with the help of her son Paul on October 6
th

  

          Bob & Helen celebrate their 25
th

 wedding anniversary in New York City on October 19
th

  

 

1946 

          The Conan family joined the Liederkranz Club 

           Bob & Helen visited New York City and Atlantic City NJ from March 20
th

 to March 25
th

  

          Bob & Helen left for Ottawa in Ontario, Canada on May 4, 1946 

 

       ACTIVITIES OF BOB CONAN JR. (PAUL’S BROTHER) 

1945 

          Bob Conan Jr. graduated Syracuse U. on April 30 in 2 yrs., 8 mo. for 4-year course, B.S. Chem. 

          Bob Jr. started to teach Chemistry at Syracuse University on July 3
rd

  

          Bob Jr. is a student at Syracuse University working on his Master’s degree 

 

1946 

          Paul’s brother Bob vacationed in New York City with friend Joe McGrath from May 3
rd

 to May 5
th
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Paul and his Family 
 

  
 12 years old in 1942        Paul Conan        16 years old in 1946 
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Paul and his Family 
  

Caption:  “This picture was taken on April 18, 1943 across the street at Mr. Ryan’s house. 

In the picture are Kevin, Stuart O’Brien, Bob (brother), Michael Ryan, and me (Paul Conan).” 

 

 
Top left to right:  Paul Conan (age 13), Bob Conan (age 18), Kevin (Voll ?)  

 

Paul and his brother Bob lived in New York State’s Onondaga County at 159 Wolcott Avenue in 

Syracuse.  Since this photo was taken ‘across the street at Mr. Ryan’s house’ the Ryans likely lived on 

Wolcott Ave.  Paul’s address book indicates he had a friend named Kevin J. Voll who lived at 545 

Velasko Road in Syracuse, so the person pictured at the top right is probably Paul’s friend Kevin.  Kevin 

and the two younger children are not related to Paul. 
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Paul’s Interests in 1939 - 1943 

Paul joined the Lone Ranger Safety Club on May 24
th

, 1939 & was given this membership card. 
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Paul’s Interests in 1939 - 1943 
As a member of the Lone Ranger Safety Club  

Paul took this Safety Pledge at the age of 10. 
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Paul’s Interests in 1939 - 1943 
Paul had two Boy Scout membership cards – one for 1942 and one for 1943. 

Below is the front and back of his 1942 card when he was 13 years old. 
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Paul’s Interests in 1939 - 1943 

 
Paul’s 1943 bicycle registration card says his bike had 28” wheels, white trim, & red fenders. 

 
 

 
 

14-year-old Paul received a 1943 “Preliminary Certificate” indicating he could move up to the next 

grade at Most Holy Rosary.  Besides Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic, Paul also secured a ‘satisfactory 

standing’ in Spelling, Geography, Elementary English, & Elementary U.S. History. 
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Paul’s Academics in 1945 - 1946 

PAUL’S MOST HOLY ROSARY SOPHOMORE CLASSES  
 

JANUARY 1945 – JUNE 1945 

Geometry    Latin II        English 

Mechanical Drawing   Religion        World History I 
 

 

SCHOOL TOPICS LEARNED ABOUT 
 

GEOMETRY    LATIN         ENGLISH 
Proportions    Latin Translations       Read Julius Caesar 

Similar Polygons   Latin II Regents exams      Library 

Theorems    Maps of Gaul   

      Gallic War 

 
 

PAUL’S MOST HOLY ROSARY JUNIOR CLASSES 
 

SEPTEMBER 1945 – JUNE 1946 

Intermediate Algebra   English        Latin III 

Chemistry    Religion        History 
 

 
 

SCHOOL TOPICS LEARNED ABOUT 
 

INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA 

Squaring a binomial   Exponents        Quadratic equations 

Fractions    Radicals        Logarithms 

                Ellipses 
CHEMISTRY 

Balance chemical equations  Rules for solubility       Solvay process 

Valences in Chemistry  Volatility of compounds      Made CO2 in lab 

Acids, bases, and salts   Made Chlorine water       Photo-electric cell 

Brown ring nitrate test  Acid/base litmus paper test      Made iodine 

Ionization equations   Made Hydrogen Sulfide      Flame tests 

Heats of formation   Made Ammonia gas       Borax bead test 

 
ENGLISH 

Military Conscription   Complex Sentences       Clauses 

 

 

MOST HOLY ROSARY SCHOOL FACTS 

 

Paul often attended 7:15 Mass before school.  School was cancelled 2 days due to fuel shortage. 

Did Geometry problems on school blackboard.  Stood along classroom wall to recite Geometry. 

Paul walked home during school for ‘dinner’ (lunch).  At night he would eat ‘supper’. 

School cancelled due to President Roosevelt’s death.  Received medal for joining Latin club. 

Attended C.Y.O. Sports dinner at school. No school February 11
th

 due to Abe Lincoln’s birthday. 

No school February 22
nd

 due to George Washington’s birthday.   
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Paul’s Academics in 1945 - 1946 
 

MOST HOLY ROSARY REPORT CARD JUNIOR YEAR 1945-46 
 

  

  
Enlarged versions of Paul’s report cards are in the “Most Holy Rosary Report Card” chapter. 
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Paul’s Entertainment in 1945 - 1946 

BOOKS READ 

Coast Guard Cadets 

         Comic Books 

 

MOVIES WATCHED 

   ‘National Velvet’ with Mickey Rooney  

   ‘Bells of St. Mary’ with Bing Crosby 

 

RADIO SHOWS LISTENED TO 

        Lux Radio Theater               Hit Parade 

        Final game of 1945 World Series              Detroit Tigers beat Chicago Cubs 

 

RESTAURANTS IN SYRACUSE, N.Y. 

Drumlins                Zimmerman’s 

Bellevue Country Club                Bersani’s 

The Grill at Bellevue Club                Howard Johnsons  

Edward’s                 Liederkranz 

Child’s                Myer’s (Meyer’s) 

Carl’s Drug Store                Schrafft’s 

Most Holy Rosary cafeteria                Hotel Syracuse  

Tobins (best meal Paul ever ate)   

 

 

RESTAURANTS IN NEW YORK CITY 

Schrafft’s                 Child’s 

 

RESTAURANTS IN ADIRONDACKS 

Homestead Hotel                 Saranac Inn 

 

BUSINESSES IN SYRACUSE, N.Y. 

Carl’s Drug Store                Adams Hat Shop 

Wells & Coverly                Bert’s Drugstore 

Loblaws Grocery Store                Sears  

Marble Dairy on Grand Ave                 Frank’s Drugstore 

A & P Grocery Store                Learbury’s 

Queen Anne’s ice cream parlor                Knowland’s 

Jefferson Bowling Alley                MacGregory  

Loew’s State Theater                 University Club  

             Velasko Riding Stables              Syracuse Hotel 
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Paul’s Entertainment in 1945 - 1946 
 

SYRACUSE AREA 

 

Winter in the neighborhood 

 

Tobogganed on Velasko Rd & Overlook Dr   Had a snowball fight with friends 

Ice Skating at Drumlins & Onondaga Park   Late season snowfall on May 10
th

 

Skied on Velasko Rd & Hancock Dr Reservoir  Built a snow fort with friend Frani  

Syracuse seasonal snowfall is 126.8” as of March 11
th

  

  

Other Entertainment 

 

Ringling Bros. Barnum and Baily Circus    Took a drive at Onondaga Lake 

KC Sorority Dance at Syracuse Hotel   Set up electric train 

Obtained a learners permit to drive a car   Parents bought new piano 

Listened to music at friend’s house     Visited Cornell University in Ithaca 

– piano, violin, singing    Owasco Lake amusement park 

Planted tomatoes in his Victory Garden   Best Christmas present - new skis 

Onondaga County Jr. Golf Championship    Went to library 

Basketball at Wolcott & Vieau    Looked at family scrapbooks 

Most Holy Rosary basketball, baseball games  Most Holy Rosary Soccer games 

 

Drumlins Country Club 

 

Charity Guild dance       Dining 

Fashion show        Ice Skating 

 

ADIRONDACKS, N.Y. AREA 

Mullin’s camp    Lake Placid   Ice skating in an arena 

4
th

 Lake    Boat ride   Ausable Chasm walk 

Slept in cabin    Saranac Lake Golf Club Whiteface Mountain 

Homestead Hotel   The Coliseum   Rented a motorboat 

 

NEW YORK CITY AREA 

Empire State Building   Woodstock Hotel  Macy’s Department store  

Radio City Music Hall  Roosevelt Hotel  Roxy Theater 

Watched the Rockettes  New York Hotel  Saw movie & stage show 

Saw a ventriloquist   Watched an ice show  Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

5
th

 Avenue    Watched a science show N.Y. City subway 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral  Frick Museum   Statue of Liberty 

N.Y. Public Library   Looked at paintings  Statue Island 

Hayden Planetarium   The Zoo   N.Y. Museum of Fine Art 

Central Park    Wall Street   Battleship Enterprise  

  Boat ride on N.Y. Harbor 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 
 

 
Bellevue Country Club, Syracuse N.Y. 

 

PAUL’S ACTIVITIES AT THE BELLEVUE CLUB IN 1945-46 
 

Play Golf        Dining for lunch or dinner 

Watched member-guest golf     Swimming pool 

Bowling alley – set your own pins     Attended Junior dance 

Attended Ice Cream Social 

 

Unsanctioned Teenage Activities on the Bellevue golf course: 

 

Shot off firecrackers July 4
th

      Skiing 

Floated on raft at Bellevue pond    Played touch football 

Searched for lost golf balls 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 

GOLF COURSES PAUL PLAYED IN 1945-46 

Bellevue Country Club Sunnycrest Golf Course Westvale Golf Course 

Tecumseh Golf Course Burnet Park Golf Course Saranac Lake Golf Club 

  

BELLEVUE CLUB 18 HOLE GOLF SCORES 

     Holes  Score        Date   Age 

18 111 1945 July 9
th

   16 

18 105 1945 July 23
rd

   16 

18 102 1945 September 26
th

  16 

18 100 1945 November 12
th

  16 

18   98 1946 March 31
st
   16 

18   94 1946 April 17
th

   16 

18   99 1946 April 24
th

   16 

18   95 1946 May 5
th

   17 

18   75 1948 September 10
th

  19 

 

TECUMSEH 18 HOLE GOLF SCORES 

Holes  Score        Date   Age 

18 92 1945 August 28
th

   16 

    18 88 1945 August 29
th

   16 

 

SUNNYCREST 18 HOLE GOLF SCORES 

Holes  Score        Date   Age 

18 96 1945 June 22
nd

   16 

18 74 1947 September 4
th

   18 

 

BURNET PARK GOLF COURSE 

Holes  Score        Date   Age 

  9  1945 June 19
th

   16  

 

WESTVALE GOLF COURSE 

Holes  Score        Date   Age 

18  1945 May 8
th

   16 

 

SARANAC LAKE GOLF COURSE 

Holes  Score        Date   Age 

12  1945 August 20
th

 & 21
st
   16 

  8  1945 August 23
rd

   16 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 

PAUL’S BELLEVUE COUNTRY CLUB GOLF SCORES & DATES 

 

  Holes   Score   Date Holes Score Date Holes Score Date 

  Played             1945 Played             1945 Played             1945 

   

    3                    March 28
th

   9        55        July 9
th

    1                 October 22
nd

 

    3                    March 29
th

   9        56        July 9
th

    6                 October 28
th

 

    3                    March 31
st
   8                    July 15

th
    4                 October 29

th
 

    6                    April 1
st
   9        51        July 16

th
    3                 November 8

th
  

    5                    April 7
th

   3                    July 22
nd

 18     100      November 12
th

 

    6                    April 8
th

   9        55        July 23
rd

    6                 November 23
rd

 

    6                    April 9
th

   9        50        July 23
rd

                          1946 

    9        60        April 12
th

   3                    July 24
th

   6                 January 8
th

                          

    9        52        April 13
th

   3                    July 25
th

   9        49     March 16
th

 

    3                    April 14
th

   9        50        July 30
th

   7                 March 18
th

 

    9                    April 15
th

   6                    August 2
nd

   9                 March 21
st
 

    3                    May 1
st
   3                    August 3

rd
 14                 March 23

rd
 

    3                    May 2
nd

 13                    August 4
th

   6                 March 24
th

 

    6                    May 6
th

 12                    August 5
th

   9        47     March 30
th

 

    6                    May 7
th

   6                    August 9
th

 18        98     March 31
st
 

    7                    May 13
th

 12                    August 10
th

   5                 April 6
th

 

  12                    May 19
th

   6                    August 11
th

   6                 April 11
th

 

  12                    May 20
th

   9        47        August 12
th

    3                 April 12
th

 

    9                    May 26
th

   9        46        August 15
th

   9                 April 13
th

 

    6                    June 1
st
 15                    August 26

th
 15                 April 14

th
 

    3                    June 7
th

 13                    August 27
th

 13                 April 16
th

 

    9                    June 11
th

   9                    September 2
nd

 18        94     April 17
th

 

    3                    June 13
th

   6                    September 8
th

   9                 April 18
th

 

    6                    June 14
th

   9        48        September 9
th

   4                 April 19
th

 

    8        38        June 15
th

 12                    September 9
th

   9                 April 21
st
 

    9                    June 20
th

   9                    September 10
th

 18                 April 22
nd

 

    9                    June 24
th

   3                    September 11
th

   9                 April 23
rd

 

    3                    June 27
th

   6                    September 12
th

 18        99     April 24
th

 

    9        51        June 28
th

   6                    September 16
th

   9                 April 28
th

 

    3                    July 2
nd

   5                    September 20
th

   5                 April 29
th

 

    9                    July 3
rd

   3                    September 24
th

   3                 April 30
th

 

    9                    July 5
th

 18      102        September 26
th

   9                 May 1
st
 

    6                    July 6
th

   9        49        September 26
th

   6                 May 4
th

 

    5                    July 7
th

   9                    September 28
th

   9        48     May 4
th

 

  13                    July 8
th

   4                    October 5
th

 18        95     May 5
th

 

 

 
 

18        75     Sep 10
th

, 1948 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 
 

PAUL’S BELLEVUE COUNTRY CLUB GOLF SCORECARD ~ 1947 

 
 

 
Paul played with a ‘Doctor Conan’ (Neal?) and shot a 41 on the first 9 holes at Bellevue. 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 
 

NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS 

 

 

June 29
th

, 1947 Syracuse Post Standard:  

 

Results of opening matches in the Bellevue junior championship tournament: 

 

Art Langan defeated Tony Kinney, 6-5   Bob Clark bested Don Grady, 5-4 

Bill Carrigan defeated Lloyd Schneider, 4-3   Bill Stockford beat Walter Hanson, 3-1 

Dick Hurley won from Bob Grady, 8-7   Paul Conan eliminated Don Edwards, 1 up 

John Schneider won from Bob Ames, 6-5 

 

 

 

August 27
th

, 1947 Syracuse Post Standard: 

 
“FAVORITES WIN FIRST ROUND TILTS IN JUNIOR TOURNEY 

 

Favorites advanced in yesterday’s first-round.  Competition in the county  

junior golf championship tournament at Tecumseh, no upsets being recorded: 

 

Jack Darling defeated Brady Wrightmire, 4 and 3  

Paul Conan defeated Lloyd Schneider, 2 and 1 

(12 other names listed) 

 

Darling will play Conan in today’s opening  

match at 9 a.m. and others will follow at  

10-minute intervals.” 

 

 

 

September 13
th

, 1947 Syracuse Post Standard: 

 

“Billy Kelly and John Ward yesterday won the  

junior member-guest tournament at Bellevue by  

defeating the co-medalists Jack Kinney and Alex  

Stevenson 2 up in the first flight final. 

 

Paul Conan and Stan Mack defeated Dick Hurley  

and Jim Rush, 5 and 4, in the second flight final.   

Walter Hansen and Chuck Moore won the third  

flight, defeating By Davis and Mort Vedder, 2 up.” 
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Golf in 1945 - 1950 
 

PAUL PLAYS GOLF AT BELLEVUE COUNTRY CLUB IN WINTER 

 

 
 

Syracuse Herald-Journal, Thursday January 26, 1950  

 

“SUMMER SPORTS INTERLUDE.  When the mercury zoomed to an unbelievable 70 yesterday, 

setting a January record for Syracuse, some folks went for a spin in the family car, others dug out golf 

clubs for a midwinter workout and the younger set yelled “Play ball!”  At Bellevue, Ed Tucker and Paul 

Conan of LeMoyne golf club and Dan Williams played 18 holes.”  
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Basketball & Other Sports in 1945 - 1946 
 

   
 

  
Paul (plaid shirt) & a pal (maybe Dutch Hennessy) play on Wolcott Ave & Vieau Dr corner lot 

 

   From February 10
th

, 1946 diary entry: “Dutch came over and we played  

   basketball and took pictures of each other with each other’s cameras.”   



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               36            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

Basketball & Other Sports in 1945 - 1946 
 

SPORTS & ACTIVITIES THAT PAUL PLAYED 

 

Basketball  Skiing    Ice Skating  

   Football  Ping Pong  Tennis 

   Baseball  Badminton  Poker 

Golf   Biking   Tobogganing 

   Bowling  Swimming 
 

 
 

 

BOWLING 
    

Bellevue Country Club 

Games  

   #1 #2 #3 #4 

Score 

135     1945 February 25
th

 

113     1945 April 28
th

 

103 112 136 138  1945 November 18
th

  

146     1946 February 24
th

 

 

Jefferson Bowling Alley 

Games  

   #1 #2 #3  

Score 

109 106 138   1945 January 23
rd

 
 

 
 

 

 

PAUL WATCHED SPORTS AT THESE LOCATIONS 
 

Baseball 

Wadsworth Park     Kirk Park 

Grant Baseball diamond   MacArthur Stadium 
 

  

Basketball 

The Armory 
 

 

Football 

Archibald Stadium 

 

Syracuse vs. Cornell     Syracuse vs. Dartmouth 
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Basketball & Other Sports in 1945 - 1946 
 

M.H.R. BASKETBALL ADMISSION CARDS WITH TICKET PUNCH HOLES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Based on the number of ticket holes punched Paul attended Most  

Holy Rosary basketball games 8 times during the 1942-1943  

season, 10 times during 1943-1944, and 11 times in 1944-1945. 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               38            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

Basketball & Other Sports in 1945 - 1946 
  

MOST HOLY ROSARY SPORTS MENTIONED BY PAUL 

 

Most Holy Rosary   = M.H.R.  St. John the Baptist    = St. John B. 

Most Holy Rosary Alumni = M.H.R. Alum. St. John the Evangelist  = St. John E. 

Christian Brothers Academy = C.B.A.  St. Vincent de Paul  = St. Vincent 

 

      PAUL’S SOPHOMORE YEAR     PAUL’S JUNIOR YEAR 

 

            BASKETBALL GAMES                BASKETBALL GAMES 

        Most Holy Rosary (M.H.R.) vs.                    Most Holy Rosary (M.H.R.) vs.  

 

Team  Score W-L 1945    Team  Score W-L 1945 

M.H.R. Alum. 53-44   W Jan. 2
nd

    Cathedral 24-26    L Nov. 30
th

  

St. Patrick 21-30    L Jan. 5
th

    St. Anthony 45-59    L Dec. 7
th

  

Cathedral      L Jan. 12
th

    St. Lucy 43-46    L Dec. 14
th

  

St. Lucy 38-36   W Jan. 25
th

    

St. Anthony 35-47    L Jan. 26
th

    Team  Score W-L 1946 

St. John B. 27-28    L Feb. 16
th

    St. John E. 32-30   W Jan. 4
th

  

Cathedral 43-61    L Feb. 23
rd

    St. John B. 29-35    L Jan. 11
th

  

St. John E. 40-29   W Feb. 27
th

    St. Vincent  31-43    L Jan. 25
th

  

St. Vincent 48-36   W March 5
th

    C.B.A.  39-51    L Jan. 26
th

  

Assumption 36-34   W March 7
th

    Assumption 52-42   W Feb. 1
st
  

St. Lucy 32-37    L March 9
th

    Cathedral 45-20   W Feb. 8
th

  

St. Anthony 42-50    L March 14
th

    St. Anthony 31-34    L Feb. 11
th

  

        St. Lucy 38-36   W Feb. 15
th

  

        St. John E. 52-28   W Feb. 21
st
  

        St. John B. 31-34    L Feb. 22
nd

  

        St. Patrick 33-42    L March 1
st
  

        St. Vincent 33-40    L March 8
th

  

 

               BASEBALL GAMES          BASEBALL GAMES 

        Most Holy Rosary (M.H.R.) vs.                   Most Holy Rosary (M.H.R.) vs. 

  

Team  Score W-L 1945    Team  Score W-L 1946 

Cathedral 10-4   W May 4
th

    St. Anthony   0-5    L May 3
rd

  

St. John B. 7-11    L May 11
th

     

Assumption 0-14    L May 15
th

                     SOCCER GAMES          

St. Lucy   5-3   W May 18
th

                   Most Holy Rosary (M.H.R.) vs. 

St. Anthony 1-14    L May 22
nd

            

St. Patrick   4-8    L May 25
th

    Team  Score W-L 1945  

        Cathedral   1-0    W Oct. 2
nd

 

        St. Lucy   Tie Oct. 5
th

 

        St. Patrick   2-1   W Oct. 9
th

 

        St. John E.   1-0   W Oct. 17
th 
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Paul’s Home – 159 Wolcott Ave 
 

Paul’s home in Syracuse as it looked around 2017 

 

 
 

Below are some of the household chores Paul did to help his parents: 

 

Clean & vacuum the rugs  Mow lawn   Wash windows 

Wash dishes    Trim bushes   Install storm windows 

Make beds    Tend to garden  Shovel snow 

Rake leaves    Clean attic   Dust stairs, furniture, floors 

Wash car    Clean screens   Shop for groceries 

      Paint screens 
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Paul’s Home – 159 Wolcott Ave 
 

Paul standing in front of his 159 Wolcott Avenue home ~ 1941 

 

 
The matching front porch archways in this photo and the previous photo show it’s the same house. 
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Paul’s Home – 159 Wolcott Ave 
 

Syracuse streets that Paul mentioned in 1945 and 1946 
 

     Strathmore Drive     Velasko Road  Glenwood Avenue    Vieau Drive         Grand Ave. 

     Bellevue Avenue     Hensberry Road  Reed Avenue     Wolcott Ave.       Geddes St.  

     Overlook Drive     Stolp Avenue  Salina Street     Hancock Drive 
 

 
          ^                                                                                             ^ 

   Paul’s address is 159 Wolcott Ave. in Syracuse, N.Y.  Most Holy Rosary School is at 1031 Bellevue 

   Avenue, which is 8 blocks east and ¾ miles from of his home.  Bellevue Country Club is in the lower   

   left corner and Wadsworth Park is adjacent to Wolcott Ave., both indicated by a ^. 
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Paul’s Home – 159 Wolcott Ave 
 

Syracuse neighborhood 
 

 
 

      Paul and his friend Fran Feola would ski down the side of the Woodland Reservoir.  There used  

      to be an empty lot on the corner of Vieau Drive across from Paul’s house at 159 Wolcott Ave.   

      The neighborhood kids made good use of it playing basketball and football, playing catch with a  

      baseball, and hitting golf balls.  Paul would also play around with his dog Skippy on that lot. 
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Paul’s Home – 159 Wolcott Ave 
 

Archbishop O’Brien lived in Kingston, Ontario, and would often visit the family of his niece, Helen 

O’Brien Conan, at her 159 Wolcott Ave home in Syracuse.  The Archbishop died at age 69, and Bob Sr. 

and Helen said they believe if he had lived longer he would have been named a cardinal. In the history 

of the Catholic Church only 16 Canadians have been appointed cardinal.   

 

When Archbishop O’Brien died, Bob and Helen inherited a painting of him which they proudly 

displayed on the wall of their living room.  The photo below was taken in December 1963 at the 

Conan’s home at 263 Robineau Road in Syracuse, where they moved to in the early 1950s.  His funeral 

Mass card is also pictured below and appears to show the same image as the portrait.  

 

 
 

Left to Right:   

 

Helen O’Brien Conan (Bob Conan’s wife)  

Cecil O’Brien (Jim O’Brien’s wife)  

Pauline ‘Polly’ Vollmer Conan (Clem Conan’s wife)  

Isabelle O’Brien (Michael O’Brien’s widow)  

James O’Brien (a.k.a. Jim or Jimmie) 
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Paul’s First Job - Wadsworth Park in 1945 

 
Paul worked at Wadsworth Park from age 16 to age 19 

 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES 

Cut grass      Cut high grass with scythe              Mark baseball field   Lock park 

Pull weeds      Sweep Community House             Mark tennis courts 

  

             Wadsworth Park was a 6-block walk from Paul’s home at 159 Wolcott Avenue in Syracuse, New York 

             Paul first asked Commissioner Barry at City Hall about working at Wadsworth Park on May 19
th

, 1945 

             His first day working for the Parks Department at Wadsworth Park was June 25
th

, 1945 

             He received his first paycheck from working at Wadsworth Park on July 12
th

, 1945 

            His last seasonal day of work at Wadsworth Park was Saturday, September 1
st
, 1945 

             Using money he earned at Wadsworth Park, Paul bought a new golf bag on September 8
th

, 1945 

             Paul permanently quit his job at Wadsworth Park on September 9
th

, 1948 

 

             Paul also worked at the Bellevue Country Club as an occasional caddy, carrying golf bags for tips 

  



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               45            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

Paul’s Catholic Faith 
 

Churches Attended in 1945 and 1946 

 

SYRACUSE 

Most Holy Rosary     St. Charles Church 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception  Holy Name 

NEW YORK CITY 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
  

 
Most Holy Rosary Church 
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Paul’s Catholic Faith 

 

In his diary Paul noted the following events related to his Catholic faith: 

 

1945 

    Jan.    5 First Friday 

    Jan.  20 Went to Confession 

 

    Feb.   8 Mass for grandmother Carrie McKay (a.k.a. ‘Ann’) – 2
nd

 anniversary of death 

    Feb. 14 Beginning of Lent, Ash Wednesday 

    Feb. 18 Sodality Sunday 

    Feb. 22 Solemn High Mass for Marie Carpenter’s brother who was killed in action  

 

    Mar.   2 First Friday 

    Mar.   8 First day Paul missed Mass since February 13
th

 (23 consecutive days) 

    Mar. 12 Novena to St. Joseph 

    Mar. 18 Sodality Sunday 

    Mar. 19 Feast of Saint Joseph 

    Mar. 20 First day Paul missed Mass since March 8
th

 (11 consecutive days) 

    Mar. 26 Holy Week 

    Mar. 27 At Mass the priest read the Passion in Latin 

    Mar. 29 High Mass and a procession 

    Mar. 30 Good Friday 

 

    April   1 Easter Sunday 

    April   6 First Friday 

    April   8 Holy Name 

    April 20 Recited the Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Church 

    April 25 Prayed for the success of the California Peace Conference of 46 nations 

    April 27 Sodality meeting in the school auditorium 

    April 29 Mass at S.U.  Bob Jr. wore cap & gown.  Attended Methodist service for grads 

 

     May   4 First Friday 

     May   8 Went to Church on V-E Day 

     May 10 Ascension Thursday 

     May 13 Holy Name Mass and Communion 

     May 18 The entire Most Holy Rosary school marched to Church and sang the Mass 

     May 21 Missionary nuns spoke to students at Most Holy Rosary school 

     May 22 Went to a C.Y.O. (Catholic Youth Organization) Sports dinner at school 

     May 27 Went to Most Holy Rosary school for May devotions in Church 

 

     June   1 First Friday 

     June   9 Went to Confession 

     June 10 Holy Name Sunday Mass and Communion 

     June 15 Took Religion class and Chant class at Most Holy Rosary 

     June 17 During Mass the Church was hot and muggy 
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Paul’s Catholic Faith 

 

1945 

     Aug. 15 Feast of Assumption. 

 

     Sept.   7 Sister Pieta is his Religion teacher at Most Holy Rosary 

     Sept. 16 Sodality Sunday 

     Sept. 25 Sodality meeting 

     Sept. 26 100
th

 Anniversary of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Nuns 

     Sept. 28 Recited Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Church 

 

     Oct.   5 First Friday 

     Oct. 19 Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in N.Y.C.  Bob & Helen’s 25
th

 anniversary. 

     Oct. 21 Went to Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in N.Y.C.    

     Oct. 26 Recited the Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary at school auditorium 

     Oct. 28 Feast of Christ the King 

     Oct. 31 Went to Confession 

 

     Nov.   1 All Saints Day 

     Nov.   2 All Souls Day and First Friday 

     Nov.   9 Sodality meeting 

     Nov. 16 Recited Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary at school.  Practiced singing in Church 

     Nov. 18 Sodality Sunday 

 

     Dec.   6 Went to Confession 

     Dec. 24 Midnight Christmas Eve Mass 

 

 

Number of Days Paul Attended Mass in 1945 

 

January           6  April 7  July 4  Oct.  7 

February     18  May 8  Aug. 5  Nov. 6 

March         26  June  4  Sept. 5  Dec. 10 

 

 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

 

     Dec. 18 Paul bought Christmas tree 

     Dec. 23 Paul and Bob Jr. put lights and trimmings on their Christmas tree 

     Dec. 24 Paul and Bob Jr. put lights and green roping around their front door 

     Dec. 24 Bob & Helen and a few relatives exchange Christmas presents on Christmas Eve 

     Dec. 25 Attended Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at the Cathedral and sat in the choir loft  

     Dec. 25 Paul and Bob Jr. drove over to give a present to their M.H.R. teacher, Sister Pieta 

     Dec. 25 Paul’s family & relatives ate a turkey dinner with all the fixings on Christmas day 

     Dec. 26 Bob wore a tuxedo and Helen a long dress to the annual St. Thomas More party 

     Dec. 31 Bob & Helen have New Year’s Eve party at their home, then go to Bellevue Club 
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January 1945 
 

January 1, 1945 Monday 

 

New Years Day.  What weather!  All morning it rained and later it turned to snow.  Mother, Dad, Bob 

and I attended the 11 o’clock Mass.  Bob, Frani, and I went to the movies this afternoon.  Tonight we ate 

supper at the Bellevue Club.  It is blowing hard and snowing a little. 

 

January 2, 1945 Tuesday 

 

2
nd

 day of 1945.  During the night it got cold and a very cold wind arose.  I went back to school.  Mother 

(a nun at Most Holy Rosary school) came in during Geometry and gave back some previous test papers 

in which I got 80%.  Tonight Rosary’s present team played the Alumni and won 53 to 44 (‘Rosary’ is 

the casual name given to Most Holy Rosary).  Now 11:30. 

 

January 3, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Temperature 20 degrees above 0.  Walked to school as usual this morning.  We reviewed in History.  In 

Geometry we are learning about proportions.  I came home for lunch.  I finished another plate “Book 

Rack” in Mechanical Drawing.  After school I went tobogganing on Velasko (Road).  Did my 

homework tonight. 

 

January 4, 1945 Thursday 

 

Snowed some today.  Up to date it has snowed as much as it snowed all last winter.  Today I wore my 

new loafer coat to school and many of the kids exclaimed about it.  We are starting similar polygons in 

Geometry.  I tobogganed after school and did homework tonight. 

 

January 5, 1945 Friday 

 

Cold out today.  Clem (Clement Conan is Paul’s father’s brother) and I got up and went to the 7:15 

Mass and to Communion as today is First Friday.  After coming home for breakfast I went to school 

with Dad in the car.  I tobogganed after school.  Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) played St. Pat’s 6
th

 

game and lost 30 to 21.  1
st
 game we have lost.    

 

January 6, 1945 Saturday 

 

Temperature of 9 degrees below zero.  It was pretty cold today.  At 8 a.m. it was 9 degrees below zero.  

After getting up at 10:30 I stayed in all morning.  This afternoon Frani and I tobogganed on Velasko 

(Road).  It was fun and fast.  At 4 p.m. it was 4 degrees above zero.  Tonight I listened to radio and took 

a bath. 

 

January 7, 1945 Sunday 

 

Snowed a little.  I walked to the 8:30 Mass this morning.  It was pretty cold – 4 degrees above zero.  It 

was snowing then and continued all morning.  After dinner at Drumlins I skated there.  I had a lot of fun 

and the ice was good.  I did my Latin II homework tonight. 
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January 8, 1945 Monday 

 

Warmer today.  I went to school today.  We had a new theorem in Geometry.  In Latin we had 

translation but didn’t know it.  I ate lunch in the cafeteria.  After school we had to stay for Latin until 4 

o’clock.  Tonight I did my homework and listened to radio. 

 

January 9, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Cold wave hits tonight.  It was about 20 degrees when I went to school this morning.  When I came 

home this noon it had gone down to 12 degrees.  I finished my 17
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing and 

started my 18
th

.  We learned about the library in English.  After school I came in and did my homework.  

At 9 p.m. it is 4 degrees outside. 

 

January 10, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Temperature is 4 degrees below zero at 10 a.m.  We had our 5
th

 period of Latin II first this morning.  She 

gave us a test.  At 11 o’clock the boys went over to the chapel and Monsignor talked to us.  I worked on 

the 18
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing.  Our whole class had to stay after school for Latin.  I did my 

homework after school and tonight. 

 

January 11, 1945 Thursday 

 

Not so cold.  Dad got up and took me to school this morning.  At noon I ate in the cafeteria.  I did some 

more on my 18
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing.  After school Kevin, Frani, and I tobogganed over by 

Kevin’s house.  We had lots of fun.  I did my homework tonight. 

 

January 12, 1945 Friday 

 

Drifted a lot.  When I went out this morning Mr. Goetting was stuck and I helped dig him out, not 

getting to school until 9 o’clock.  I took my lunch this noon.  Rosary has been in 1
st
 place.  Tonight we 

played Cathedral (2
nd

 place) and lost – leaving 1
st
 place for them.  Got to bed at 12. 

 

January 13, 1945 Saturday 

 

There is a crust on the snow.  After getting up at 10:30 I went to ‘Skip’ the barber.  This afternoon Kevin 

and I tobogganed on Velasko Road.  Then we came over and I got my skis and went skiing across from 

Kevin’s.  It was fun.  I went over to Frani’s tonight.  Rosary (basketball) is now in 3
rd

 place.   

 

January 14, 1945 Sunday 

 

Snowed today.  This morning I walked to the 9:45 Mass alone.  After Mass I did a little homework.  At 

2 p.m. Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate at Drumlins.  When we got home I went tobogganing and skiing on 

Velasko (Road) (near Wolcott Ave where the Conan family lives).  It is good weather for it.  Stayed with 

Clancy kids tonight. 
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January 15, 1945 Monday 

 

Very dark at 7:30 this morning.  I went back to school today.  Inci (Sr. Incarnata, the teacher) is still 

going awfully fast in Geometry.  This noon I ate at school with Ted Sizing.  This afternoon I finished my 

19
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing.  After school I went skiing on Velasko (Road).  Tonight I did my 

homework in Geometry and English. 

 

January 16, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Snowed all day today.  I walked to school as usual this morning.  We did a construction this morning in 

Geometry.  Peg Delaney is in my Geometry class.  In Latin II we are doing past Regents exams.  After 

school I shoveled our sidewalk.  Did my homework tonight.  It is still snowing hard. 

 

January 17, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Yesterday it snowed 9 inches.  The snow was very deep when I went to school.  All together it is about 

18 inches deep.  There was school anyway.  I took my lunch for this noon.  Our car got stuck and we had 

to get a tow truck to pull it out.  I shoveled sidewalk and some of the driveway after school. 

 

January 18, 1945 Thursday 

 

Drop to 15 below zero at 4 a.m.  When I went to school it was just zero.  We are reviewing for exams 

tomorrow.  I took my lunch.  After school I went to a Latin class.  I shoveled a little more of the 

driveway.  (My brother) Bob and I got our own supper.  Tonight I studied Religion and Mechanical 

Drawing. 

 

January 19, 1945 Friday 

 

Examination started.  This morning I took a Religion test.  It was fair.  After getting finished at about 

10:30 I went to a Latin class.  I ate my lunch at school.  This afternoon I took Mechanical Drawing and 

it was pretty easy.  After school I fooled around and tonight also.  Rosary drew a bye (for basketball).   

 

January 20, 1945 Saturday 

 

Temperature is zero at 10 a.m.  I slept until 10 o’clock this morning.  Then I helped Mother (Helen 

Conan) for a little while.  This afternoon Kevin and I went up to the Bellevue Club skiing.  Then Frani 

and I tobogganed on Overlook (a few blocks from the Conan house at 159 Wolcott Avenue).  I went to 

Confession tonight.  Jim Manning came up tonight. 

 

January 21, 1945 Sunday 

 

Temperature at 8 a.m. is 2 degrees above zero.  When I started for 8:30 Mass with Clancys and their car 

got stuck in his driveway, we had to walk and I was late for Mass.  We ate dinner at home and then 

Frani and I went to a Latin class at school at 2 p.m.  We went up to the Bellevue Club afterwards.  Did a 

lot of studying tonight. 
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January 22, 1945 Monday 

 

Warmer today.  This morning I took World History I.  It was pretty hard.  After eating at school I 

studied Latin until 10 o’clock.  I took Latin II this afternoon.  It was very hard.  I got home at 5:15.  It 

snowed after school.  I studied English tonight. 

 

 

January 23, 1945 Tuesday 

 

More snow.  Walked to school as usual.  I took English II this morning and it wasn’t easy.  I came home 

to dinner and then Mother, Frani, and I rode down city on the bus.  Fran, Ted Sizing, and I bowled 3 

games at the Jefferson bowling alleys.  I bowled 109, 106, and 138 (average 117).  Studied Geometry 

tonight.   

 

January 24, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Cold wave hits.  I took Geometry this morning.  It was a very hard test.  I am pretty sure that I failed it.  

There is an awful blizzard all day.  At times I couldn’t see two feet ahead of me.  I stayed in most of the 

afternoon.  I didn’t have school.  Tonight at 9 the temperature is negative 3 degrees. 

 

January 25, 1945 Thursday 

 

At 9 a.m. the temperature was 14 degrees below zero.  It sure is cold out.  At about 11 o’clock I went 

over to McMahon’s for Mrs. Clancy and had to carry a 25-pound sack of flour and some other things.  

Bob and I went to the library today.  Tonight Dutch (Hennessy) and I went to St. Lucy’s.  Rosary won 

38 to 36 in a thrilling game.  It’s below zero now.  11 p.m. 

 

January 26, 1945 Friday 

 

Still cold today.  I didn’t have school yesterday or today.  After sleeping until 10:30 I went over by 

Frani’s for a little while.  This afternoon I read and hung around until 4, and then went to the dentist.  

Dutch and I went to the Rosary vs. St. Anthony basketball game at Anthony’s court, and Rosary lost 47 

to 35.  St. Anthony’s is in 1
st
 place. 

 

January 27, 1945 Saturday 

 

Coal Crisis.  Schools, places of amusement, stores down city, library, etc. to close for one week starting 

at midnight tonight.  I cleaned the rugs for Mother this morning.  This afternoon I went over to 

Onondaga Park to skate.  I listened to the radio tonight.  Rosary (Most Holy Rosary) is now in 3
rd

 place 

for basketball.   

 

January 28, 1945 Sunday 

 

Warmer today.  Mother, Dad, and I went to the 9:45 Mass.  It was in the lower Church because of the 

coal shortage.  Frani came over after Mass.  After dinner (at home) I went over skating with Ted Sizing 

at the Park.  We had fun.  When I got home at 6:30 I ate and read comic books and went to bed. 
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January 29, 1945 Monday 

 

Snowed again today.  Last night I didn’t sleep very well.  After staying in bed until 11 o’clock I ate 

breakfast.  I didn’t feel too good so I stayed in all day.  I just have a cold.  Dad didn’t come home for 

supper.  Mother and I looked at her scrapbooks and listened to the radio. 

 

January 30, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Drifted last night and today.  I got up at 9:30 this morning.  Then I helped Mother with the dishes and 

beds.  This afternoon Mother went up to the hairdresser.  I went out and shoveled quite a bit.  I also read 

some of ‘Coast Guard Cadets’, listened to radio and read tonight. 

 

January 31, 1945 Wednesday 

 

One of the worst days this winter.  Today was a bad day.  It wasn’t so cold (13 degrees) but the wind 

was very cold and piercing.  This afternoon I shoveled a lot of the driveway, mainly a drift in front of 

the garage.  Tonight I listened to the radio.  The Coal Crisis is getting worse. 
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February 1945 
 

February 1, 1945 Thursday 

 

Total snowfall for this year is 111.8 inches.  Yesterday we got new mattresses for Bob’s and my bed.  I 

shoveled a little of the driveway this morning.  This afternoon Frani and I tobogganed down the street.  

Mother and Dad ate supper out.  I read and listened to the radio tonight. 

 

February 2, 1945 Friday 

 

The City is still closed.  We got 1 ton of coal this morning.  The truck got stuck in the driveway but 

luckily got out.  This afternoon Frani and I and some kids tobogganed down the street.  After supper we 

did the same.  It was swell.  I went to the dentist at 4:30.  I am all finished. 

 

February 3, 1945 Saturday 

 

Coal crisis to last another week.  I helped Mother this morning.  This afternoon we (Frani, Jimmie 

Murry), etc. went on our toboggan trail down the hill.  Was it fast!  Tonight Dutch (Hennessy), Frani 

(Feola) and I went over to Church for a visit.  I stayed at Doc’s with kids afterwards. 

 

February 4, 1945 Sunday 

 

Manilla (capital of Philippines) was captured from Japanese.  I went to the 10 o’clock Mass alone this 

morning.  Afterwards I fooled around with the kids.  At noon we just had sandwiches and at 8 p.m. ate 

dinner.  This afternoon and tonight we tobogganed.  It is snowing tonight. 

 

February 5, 1945 Monday 

 

No school because of fuel shortage.  This morning after getting up at 10:30 Frani came over.  After 

dinner Frani and I went down sliding and then went in Jimmy Murry’s cellar and played ping-pong.  

Mother has a cold.  Tonight I went in Frani’s house and listened to radio when I got home. 

 

February 6, 1945 Tuesday 

 

City to reopen tomorrow.  Dutch came over at 11:30 and we went down to Doc’s.  Then I came home 

and ate dinner.  Afterwards Frani, Dutch, and I walked up to the Bellevue Club.  Dutch got his pay.  We 

fooled around the rest of the afternoon and after supper.  Mother and Dad ate supper out and Bob went 

to a meeting. 

 

February 7, 1945 Wednesday 

 

School starts again.  After getting up at 7:30 I ate and then went to school.  All morning we just sat in 

our home rooms.  Then we got our report cards.  We didn’t have to go back this afternoon.  I got my hair 

cut and helped shovel a driveway.  I did some studying tonight. 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               54            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

Sophomore Midyear Exam Marks: 

Religion   96 

English  85 

Latin   77 

History  87 

Geometry   80 

Mechanical Drawing 94 

 

February 8, 1945 Thursday 

 

Warmer these days.  At 7:45 we all went to Mass for Ann (Paul and Bob’s grandmother Carrie McKay 

whose nickname is pronounced ‘Ahn’).  It is her 2
nd

 anniversary (She probably died 2 years ago on 

February 8, 1943).  Then I went to school.  We had half hour periods all morning until 12.  This 

afternoon we had off.  Dutch and I fooled around.  Tonight I did my homework.  Mother (Warden) 

taught us History today. 

 

February 9, 1945 Friday 

 

School all day today.  Maggie is away so Mother (the Warden) taught us History.  We went over tests all 

during Geometry.  In Latin we colored maps of Gaul.  I came home to dinner this noon.  This afternoon I 

went to Mechanical Drawing II which I am taking and English.  Tonight Frani and I went to the movies.  

It was very good. 

 

February 10, 1945 Saturday 

 

Melted a lot.  After getting up at 10:30 Frani came over and we fooled around.  Mother and Dad went to 

Jimmy Walch’s wedding at noon.  Fran and I made a snow fort across the street.  Then it started to rain 

and kept doing so.  Tonight I stayed in and listened to the radio. 

 

February 11, 1945 Sunday 

 

Weather is bad.  Last night Mother and Dad got stuck on Strathmore Drive and had to stay with the 

McClays all night.  I went to the 7:30 mass.  This morning we went over to McClays and got Dad out.  It 

has turned cold.  All day they plowed out Bellevue. 

 

February 12, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school again.  I walked to school with Mary this morning.  The schedules change so that I have 

Latin II first period.  I came home for dinner this noon.  When I went back I started Plate I in 

Mechanical Drawing.  Our class has 15 kids.  Tonight I had an awful lot of homework. 

 

February 13, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Turned cold again.  In Latin we are reading about the Wars of Gaul.  We go over part I of old Regents 

during Geometry period.  In Study I did my English for today.  Mother got my dinner this noon.  I did 

some more on Plate I in Mechanical Drawing.  After school I went over to the gym and threw the 

basketball around.  I did homework after school and tonight. 
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February 14, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Ash Wednesday.  Beginning of Lent, I went to the 7:45 Mass this morning.  We did problems in part III 

Regents during Geometry period.  I got my English done during Study.  This afternoon I did more work 

on Plate I in Mechanical Drawing.  After school I got ashes and then we (Frani, Dutch, etc.) fooled 

around.  I did an awful lot of homework tonight. 

 

February 15, 1945 Thursday 

 

Yanks land in Tokyo.  I went to 7:45 Mass and then to school.  We did some constructions at the board.  

It’s melting today.  I finished Plate I in Mechanical Drawing and then went to English.  After school I 

fooled around with “Skip” (his dog Skippy) across the street.  I did my homework tonight.  It rained 

tonight. 

 

February 16, 1945 Friday 

 

Turned cold again tonight.  After going to Mass this morning I went over to school.  Second period we 

went to an assembly.  This afternoon we fooled around a lot in English.  After school I shoveled the 

sidewalk.  Tonight Fran and I went to the game at St. John the Baptist’s court at LeMoyne.  We lost in 

last minute because of 10 p.m. curfew 28 to 27.   

 

February 17, 1945 Saturday 

 

Average temperature for day about 25 degrees.  After sleeping until 10 o’clock I ate and then went down 

to 12:10 Mass at the Cathedral (of the Immaculate Conception).  Afterwards I went over to Edward’s 

and ate dinner with Clem.  When I got home I went over to Kevin’s and we fooled around.  Tonight 

Frani, Dutch, and I went over to Confession and then hung around “Franks”. 

 

February 18, 1945 Sunday 

 

Yanks take Corregidor (Battle for the Recapture of Corregidor).  Dutch and I walked to the 8:30 Mass.  

It is Sodality Sunday and so I went to Communion.  At noon we ate dinner at Drumlins.  Then I met 

Fran and his brother and we saw “National Velvet” with Mickey Rooney.  It was swell (about horses).  

We got home at 7 and then I did some homework. 

 

February 19, 1945 Monday 

 

Went to Mass at 7:45 a.m.  We reviewed two theorems in Geometry this morning.  I wore a brown coat 

(formerly Bob’s) with my brown pants to school.  The Sisters remarked how nice I looked.  I worked 

some more on Plate 2 in Mechanical Drawing.  We fooled around in English.  After school I went in 

Kevin’s house.  Tonight I did my homework and listened to Lux Radio Theater. 

 

February 20, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Mr. Goetting is much worse.  After getting up at 6:45 to go to Mass I went over to school.  She (Sister 

Gerardo) was kind of mad in Latin II.  This noon Mother went down city.  I ate dinner at home alone.  I 

did some Latin homework in English.  After school Dutch and I fooled around.  Mrs. Goetting ate 

supper with us.  I did my homework then.  I am tired tonight. 
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February 21, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Total snowfall up to now 120.8 inches.  I walked to Church with Mary and Tata.  Most of the kids have 

to stay for Latin but I was lucky.  Mother was home this noon.  Father Skinner came in for Religion.  I 

am very slow in Mechanical Drawing but I do it pretty good.  I went to C.B.A. (Christian Brothers 

Academy) vs North at House of Providence after school (basketball game).  C.B.A. lost 28 to 27.  I did 

homework tonight. 

 

February 22, 1945 Thursday 

 

Rosary loses again.  Most of this morning was spent in Church.  After 7:45 Mass both sophomore 

classes went to Solemn High Mass for Marie Carpenter’s brother who was killed in action.  This 

afternoon at 2:30 we went to a pep meeting.  I shoveled ice off walk after school.  Tonight I went to a 

basketball game.   

 

February 23, 1945 Friday 

 

Colder today.  This morning I got up very late but managed to get to Mass on time.  We had a test in 

Geometry.  At noon I ate dinner down stairs in the cafeteria.  After school we went to a pep meeting.  I 

called up Peggy Delaney but she said that she had promised to go out with the girls.  Tonight Rosary 

played Cathedral and lost 61 to 43.  It was exciting though. 

 

February 24, 1945 Saturday 

 

Attended Mass at 12:10 at Cathedral today.  Afterwards Jim Sullivan and I went to Adams Hat Shop and 

got a hat to ZOOT UP.  When I got home at 2:30 I went over to Frani’s (Fran Feola) house.  We fooled 

around.  After supper tonight I did a Geometry test.  The Walch family came up for a visit.  It is melting 

a little. 

 

February 25, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bowled today.  Dutch (Hennessy) walked with me to the 8:30 Mass.  I went to Communion.  After Mass 

I did a Part I Geometry test.  This noon we ate dinner at Drumlins.  When I got home Frani (Feola) and I 

went up to the Bellevue Club, and then Mother came up later.  We all bowled (Mother once – score 132) 

and Frani and I three games.  My highest was 135.  Did some homework tonight. 

 

February 26, 1945 Monday 

 

Heard General MacArthur from the Philippines (Manila) tonight.  Went to Mass at 7:45.  School was 

o.k. today.  We received 4 theorems in Geometry.  It is a rainy day.  The snow is melting.  Mr. Goetting 

had his leg amputated at 11 a.m. today.  This afternoon Mrs. Polites didn’t come for Mechanical 

Drawing.  Did homework tonight.  
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February 27, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Rosary wins over Evangelist.  I wore my new hat to Church and school this morning.  In Geometry I did 

a problem on the blackboard.  I took my lunch and ate it down stairs at noon.  Mrs. Polites didn’t come 

for Mechanical Drawing.  Tonight I went up to watch Rosary play the Evangelist and won 40 to 29.  Mr. 

(Henry W.) Goetting passed on tonight. 

 

February 28, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Mother and I went to the movies tonight.  This morning I got a ride to church at 7:45. Maggie didn’t do 

much in History.  In Religion period we nominated class officers.  Again we didn’t have Mechanical 

Drawing.  After school I came in and did my homework.  Mother and I ate supper at Child’s 

(restaurant) and then went to a movie.  I feel sorry for Mrs. Goetting. 
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March 1945 
 

March 1, 1945 Thursday 

 

Melted today.  I walked to Mass at 7:45 today, then I went to school.  In Latin we translated English 

sentences into Latin.  We just did part III problems in Geometry.  This afternoon Mrs. Polites came for 

Mechanical Drawing.  We just read Julius Caesar in English.  I shoveled and cleaned walk after school.  

Mother, Dad, Bob, and I went to Mr. Goetting’s wake tonight. 

 

March 2, 1945 Friday 

 

Went to Mr. Goetting’s funeral at 11 o’clock with Mother.  Clem and I went to the 7:15 Mass and to 

Communion because it is First Friday.  I didn’t go to school this morning.  After the funeral I ate down 

city and then went to school.  I finished Plate 4 in Mechanical Drawing.  After school Dutch, Frani, and 

I fooled around.  Dutch and I went to the Bellevue Club tonight. 

 

March 3, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 10 o’clock this morning.  After helping Mother a little I went down city to the bank and then 

to the 12:10 Mass at the Cathedral.  This afternoon Bob and I walked up to the Bellevue Club and 

watched the men bowl.  I made a little of a drawing for Mechanical Drawing this afternoon and tonight 

Dutch came over.  I listened to radio. 

 

March 4, 1945 Sunday 

 

A beautiful day.  Bob drove me to the 8:30 Mass this morning.  I received Holy Communion.  After 

Mass I read the papers and did some drawing for Mechanical Drawing class.  At noon we (family) ate 

dinner at Drumlins.  Then Dad, Mother, and I bowled 3 games at the Bellevue Club.  Mother did very 

good.  I did my homework tonight.  Most of the snow has melted. 

 

March 5, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school.  Bob and I both got up at 6:45 and I walked to Church.  We drew numbers for Geometry 

and have to stand in line for recitation.  I am no. 15.  I came home this noon as usual.  After school I 

went to a pep meeting.  Then I came in and did my homework.  Rosary played St. Vincent’s and won 48 

to 36 on our home court. 

 

March 6, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Almost all the snow has melted.  I went to Mass as usual.  We are reading about the Gallic War in Gaul.  

In Geometry we stood along the wall for recitation.  Today was kind of rainy.  After school I went up on 

Hensberry Road and played a little basketball.  Tonight Frani and I went to Billy Quinn’s wake.  He was 

killed.  Bill is in air corps. 
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March 7, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Rosary is to be in the playoffs (basketball).  Went to 7:45 Mass.  It didn’t get out until 8:45 and we were 

a little late for school.  I advanced one in Geometry recitation.  After school I played basketball with the 

kids up the street.  Tonight Frani and I went to the game.  We beat Assumption 36 to 34 in a very 

exciting game.  There was a fight afterwards and a lot of commotion. 

 

March 8, 1945 Thursday 

 

Played basketball after school.  Today was the first time since Lent started that I missed mass in the 

morning.  I was so tired that I just slept.  Maggie was mad as usual in History.  In Religion we elected 

class officers.  After school Frani and I and many other kids played basketball on Hensberry Road.  I did 

homework tonight. 

 

March 9, 1945 Friday 

 

Got our reports today.  Mine was pretty good.  After Mass at 7:45 I went to school as usual.  We went to 

our Latin class and then all the rest of the morning we had Study in our homeroom.  I ate at Carl’s Drug 

Store this noon with kids.  After school I went to a Pep meeting and then played a little basketball.  

Tonight Most Holy Rosary lost to St. Lucy’s 37 to 32 but we are still in playoffs. 

 

March 10, 1945 Saturday 

 

Slept until 10 this morning.  At 11:30 Bob and I went down city and I went to the 12:10 Mass at the 

Cathedral.  After mass I met Ted Sizing and we went to Zimmerman’s for dinner.  We met Tom Slater 

and he paid for our dinner.  This afternoon Mother and I went to Wells (Wells & Coverly) and I bought a 

new suit.  When I got home I played basketball.  Didn’t do much tonight. 

 

March 11, 1945 Sunday 

 

The family went to the 11 o’clock Mass this morning.  It is a beautiful day.  Just about all the snow has 

melted.  The total snowfall up to now is 126.8 inches.  This afternoon I played catch with “Skip” 

Brennan (across street) and Dutch (baseball).  We fooled around.  Kevin came over.  Tonight I fooled 

around on Hensberry (Road) and then did a little Geometry homework. 

 

March 12, 1945 Monday 

 

I went to the 7:45 Mass.  Afterwards there was a Novena to St. Joseph which I stayed for.  When we got 

to school it was late so we had Religion first period and Latin II last.  After school I came home and then 

Mother and I went down city and looked at top coats.  Today was a bad day for weather.  It snowed a 

little and then rained on and off all day.  I did my homework tonight. 
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March 13, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Last night St. Pats won the first playoff (basketball) game.  It was between Cathedral. They will now 

play the winner of tomorrow night’s game.  Yesterday about 30 boys skipped school.  After going to 

Mass I went to school.  I took the T.B. test for tuberculosis.  After school Frani and I went up to the 

Bellevue Club and floated on a raft in the pond.  I also played basketball.  Joe McGrath (Bob’s friend) 

came to supper. 

 

 
Paul’s parents received this notice after he was tested for tuberculosis at school on May 13

th
  

 

March 14, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) plays St. Anthony’s and loses 50 to 42 at North gymnasium.  

O’Connor couldn’t play because of skipping school.  It was a playoff game and our last game.  Went to 

7:45 Mass.  After school Dutch (Dick Hennessy), Frani (Fran Feola), Skip, Gord (Gordon Wakeman), 

etc., and I played catch.  Tonight Frani and I went to the game.  Afterwards we stopped down city.  Got 

home at 11:30.   

 

March 15, 1945 Thursday 

 

I have only missed Mass this Lent once so far.  As usual I went this morning.  Mother and Dad went to 

New York on the train with Mullins this noon.  At noon Ted Sizing ate dinner at home with me.  The 

weather has turned very warm.  All I wore was a suitcoat.  I went down city after school and ate supper 

with (Uncle) Clem (Conan) and (brother) Bob.  Fooled around tonight. 
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March 16, 1945 Friday 

 

I got in a little mischief today.  After Mass at 7:45 I went over to school.  Sr. Demetrius was mad at me 

because I skipped an assembly at 3pm yesterday.  I didn’t have my Latin homework.  I ate dinner at 

school this noon.  Heuschneider and I had to stay and work tho.  After school I played catch and hit golf 

balls across the street.  Fooled around tonight with Kevin. 

 

March 17, 1945 Saturday 

 

St. Patrick’s Day!  Yesterday and today I didn’t even wear a sweater.  I slept until 8:30 a.m.  During the 

night the dog Skip (also called Skippy – a female dog) chewed a big hole in the kitchen wall.  I went to 

the barbers and then to 12:10 Mass.  Peggy was there as usual.  I hit a few golf balls across the street and 

played basketball.  Tonight I won 42 cents in a poker game at Jim’s house with Bob, etc. 

 

 
Skippy 

 

March 18, 1945 Sunday 

 

It is a little cooler today but still warm.  Bob drove me to the 8:30 Mass – Sodality Sunday – and I went 

to Communion.  After Mass we (the boys) played catch (baseball) across the street.  This noon Bob and 

I ate at Drumlins.  This afternoon we played 7 holes of golf for the first time this year.  After supper I 

burned some of the (empty) lot next door. 
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March 19, 1945 Monday 

 

No school.  Feast of Saint Joseph.  When I got up at 8 a.m. it was pouring rain and continued practically 

all day.  I went to the 7:45 Mass as usual.  Afterwards I washed and wiped the dishes, cleaned up the 

house, etc.  Dad came in (from New York City) on the sleeper this morning.  I went to St. Anthony – St. 

Pats playoff basketball game tonight.  Anthony’s won 34 to 31 in overtime. 

March 20, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Back to school.  Today is another rainy day.  I didn’t get to Mass this morning.  It is the 2
nd

 time I’ve 

missed since Lent started.  School was o.k.  At noon I got my own lunch at home.  After school I went 

over to Frani’s and then home (still raining hard).  At 5:30 I went down to supper in the city with Dad.  

Did homework and listened to radio tonight. 

 

March 21, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Didn’t go to Mass for 3
rd

 time this Lent.  It rained hard all day today.  I didn’t miss Geometry recitation 

today.  The whole class has to stay for Latin II.  This noon I ate dinner at school.  After school I came in 

and did my homework.  Tonight I went to the 2
nd

 playoff game at North Street.  Pats (St. Patrick’s) won 

in a very exciting game.  Got home at 10:15. 

 

March 22, 1945 Thursday 

 

Mother got home from New York last night on the train.  She had a nice time.  I went to school at 8:30.  

We had a test in Geometry.  At 11 a.m. we heard a talk by a missionary priest.  This noon Mother got 

my dinner.  I did some Geometry during English period.  I am starting my 7
th

 plate in Mechanical 

Drawing.  It rained all day and now is snowing.  I did homework tonight. 

 

March 23, 1945 Friday 

 

St. Pat’s won playoff championship game 35 to 33.  It finally has stopped raining and today is a day of 

sunshine.  I went to the 7:45 Mass and then to school.  This afternoon at 2 o’clock we went to an 

assembly.  After school I went down city to have my new suit fixed and then fooled around.  Tonight 

Frani and Dutch (Dick Hennessy) and I went to the game but couldn’t get in because of crowds. 

 

March 24, 1945 Saturday 

 

Beautiful day today.  Bob (brother) and I got up at 10 o’clock.  I went down city to the 12:10 Mass at 

the Cathedral.  I saw Peggy.  This afternoon Bob, Frani (Fran Feola), and I went up to the woods by the 

Bellevue Country Club.  We just fooled around.  After supper at 7 o’clock I went over to Frani’s and 

then up the street.  Over 1,600 were locked out of the game last night. 

 

March 25, 1945 Sunday 

 

Swell day today.  I went to the 8:30 Mass this morning.  Then I raked a little out back.  Then at about 

12:30 Gordon Wakeman, Frani (Feola), Bob (brother), and I went up to the woods at the back of the 

Bellevue Country Club and cut down a big tree.  We brought it home and set up a basketball court 

(basket) in the lot across the street.  We played quite a bit today.  Did homework tonight. 
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March 26, 1945 Monday 

 

Holy Week.  Today was another beautiful day.  It was very warm.  I went to the 7:45 Mass.  I came 

home for dinner this noon as usual.  In Mechanical Drawing I completed my 7
th

 plate.  After school 

Frani and I walked up to the Bellevue Club.  Before and after supper I washed Dad’s car.  I also played 

PIG in basketball across the street.  Did homework. 

 

March 27, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Attended the 7:15 Mass.  The priest read the Passion in Latin.  Today was another warm and sunshiny 

day.  I got my own dinner at home this noon.  After school I played PIG in basketball across the street 

with the kids.  After supper I went up on Hensberry (Road) and played basketball.  I also went down to 

the store. 

 

March 28, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Very hot today.  After Mass this morning I went to school.  We just had school this morning until 12 

noon.  This afternoon Frani and I went up to the Bellevue Club and caddied (first time this year).  I made 

$1.45.  Then I played 3 holes of golf with Dad and Archie Von Gorden.  Tonight I went to Confession.  I 

got sunburned today.  It was very hot. 

 

March 29, 1945 Thursday 

 

Holy Thursday.  Kevin, Dutch, and I all walked to the 7:30 o’clock Mass.  It was a high Mass and also a 

procession.  I raked and rolled some of the front lawn.  At about 3:30 I went up to the Bellevue Club and 

putted a little (played 3 holes alone).  It was another swell day today.  Tonight I went to church and then 

stayed at Clancy’s. 

 

March 30, 1945 Friday 

 

Good Friday.  I didn’t wake up this morning until 9:30.  We put up our net on the basket across the 

street.  This afternoon I went over to church at 2 and stayed until 2:45.  Then I met Mother down city 

and bought a pair of shoes.  Tonight we (all the kids) played basketball across the street. 

 

March 31, 1945 Saturday 

 

Holy Saturday.  Kevin and Dutch (Dick Hennessy) came over and we went to Mass.  It rained all 

morning.  I took my bike wheel down and had it fixed and bought a plant for Mother for Easter.  This 

afternoon I went up to the Bellevue Club and fooled around (played 3 holes).  Tonight Bob and I went to 

get gas by Onondaga Lake and took a little ride. 
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April 1945 
 

April 1, 1945 Sunday 

 

Easter Sunday.  It was beautiful weather today.  The sun was shining all the time.  The family went to 

the 8:30 Mass and Communion.  I wore my new suit and top coat.  Afterward we (all the kids) played 

basketball across the street.  At 3:30 Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate dinner at the Bellevue Club.  Then Bob 

and I played 6 holes of golf.  I fooled around tonight. 

 

April 2, 1945 Monday 

 

There is much fighting going on across.  I slept until 10:30 this morning.  It rained most of the day.  This 

afternoon Frani and I went to the movies.  After supper I played basketball with the kids on Hensberry 

(Road).  I made about 20 points – mostly sets.  I came in at 8:30 and did a little Geometry and listened to 

the radio. 

 

April 3, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Back to school.  The weather has changed and it is a little cool out.  I didn’t have my Geometry 

homework for class today.  This noon I walked home for dinner and then back at 1:15 as usual.  After 

school I came home and played basketball across the street.  Tonight we played a game on Hensberry 

(Road).  Did homework tonight. 

 

April 4, 1945 Wednesday 

 

After getting up at 7:30 I ate and then went to school.  I didn’t miss recitation in Geometry.  At 11:15 

Father Skinner came in for Religion.  I got a ride home at noon.  In Mechanical Drawing I finished my 

8
th

 plate.  After school I played basketball across the street. After supper I also played and made 38 

points.  Then I did my homework.  Got to bed at 10:30. 

 

April 5, 1945 Thursday 

 

Snow today.  It has turned cold and this afternoon it snowed a little and blowed all day.  As usual we had 

our classes this morning.  This afternoon we went to a party downstairs in the school.  It was for the 

basketball team.  After school it was snowing so hard I stayed in.  After supper I did my Geometry 

homework a lot. 

 

April 6, 1945 Friday 

 

First Friday.  Clem and I went to Mass and Holy Communion at 7:15. Then I came home, ate my 

breakfast and then went to school.  We had 2
nd

 period first and 1
st
 period last.  Today is a nice day – 

sunshiny.  After school I went up to the Bellevue Club and then played basketball across the street.  

After supper I played again. 
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April 7, 1945 Saturday 

 

Windy day.  I got up at 9:30 and vacuumed the rugs for Mother (Helen O’Brien Conan).  Then I played 

a little basketball across the street.  This afternoon at about 2:30 Bob (brother), Jim Manning (brother 

Bob’s friend), and I played 5 holes of golf at the Bellevue Club.  Tom Anderson came home on a 

furlough today.  He has been in California.  Went over to Kevin’s tonight. 

 

April 8, 1945 Sunday 

 

Holy Name.  This morning I went to the 7:30 Mass and Communion.  I sat with Tom Anderson and then 

got a ride home with him.  After Mass I did a little homework.  We all ate dinner at Drumlins this noon.  

This afternoon Bob and I (Dad for 3 holes) played 6 holes of golf.  Tonight I fooled around up the street.  

Did homework quite a bit. 

 

April 9, 1945 Monday 

 

Temperature hits 74 degrees today at 1p.m.  It was a beautiful day.  I went to school at 8:30 as usual.  It 

was o.k.  We had a test in Religion.  This afternoon I finished my 9
th

 plate and started my 10
th

 plate in 

Mechanical Drawing.  After school I played 6 holes alone using a 2 and 5 iron.  Tonight I played 

basketball across the street with the kids. 

 

April 10, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Another swell day.  I walked to school with Marilyn D. this morning.  It was a little warm for school 

today.  In Mechanical Drawing I finished my 10
th

 plate – did it all today.  After school I mowed our 

back lawn (1
st
 time this year).  After supper I played basketball (in lot) with kids.  We had 3 swell 

games.  Did my homework also. 

 

April 11, 1945 Wednesday 

 

What weather – every day is perfect.  We (7 boys) got kicked out of History class this morning and had 

to stand along the hall.  I recited a theorem in front of the room in Geometry.  During English I got a 

book at the library.  After school Bob and I played golf.  I am surely getting better.  Tonight after 

playing a little basketball I did my homework. 

 

April 12, 1945 Thursday 

 

President (of the United States) Roosevelt died at 3:35 p.m. today.  This is the 4
th

 warm day this week.  

The temperature reached 79 degrees this afternoon.  We boys still had to stand out in the hall during 

History.  After school we were reinstated in Maggie’s class.  I played 9 holes of golf after school and 

shot about a 60.  Listened to reports on President tonight. 

 

April 13, 1945 Friday 

 

Friday the 13
th

.  The President’s death has been quite a shock to the world.  Radio and newspapers are 

full of it.  School was called off.  This morning I mowed our front lawn.  Mother went down city.  This 

afternoon I played 9 holes with Bill Stockford at the Bellevue Club and shot a 52 (getting better).  A 

man and a boy (18) also played.  There was a storm tonight. 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               66            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

April 14, 1945 Saturday 

 

President Truman is the new president.  The weather changed during last night and it is cool out.  I went 

to the barber this morning.  This afternoon I mowed a little, played basketball, and then Bob and I 

played 3 holes of golf.  I got a 5 on the 12
th

 hole.  Bob and I went to the movies tonight.  Mother and 

Dad had company. 

 

April 15, 1945 Sunday 

 

Funeral services and the burial of the President was today.  I went to 8:30 Mass and received 

Communion.  This noon we ate lunch home.  I played 9 holes with John Schneider.  I got a par 3 on hole 

#3 but didn’t do so good.  I played basketball across the street also.  Tonight we ate dinner at Drumlins.  

It is very cool today. 

 

April 16, 1945 Monday 

 

All flags are still being flown at half-mast.  I went back to school today.  The Allies are now near Berlin 

but have met much resistance.  All morning we had study periods and the Msgr. (Monsignor) gave out 

our reports.  My average was 83%.  President Truman spoke today.  After school and tonight I played 

basketball.  We really had some good games tonight.  Did my homework tonight.   

 

April 17, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Dad’s birthday.  Russians 12 miles from Berlin.  School was o.k. today.  Mother got my lunch as usual.  

At 11:15 this morning we had music in Priory Hall (at Most Holy Rosary school).  I finished my 11
th

 

plate in Mechanical Drawing today.  After school Dutch (Dick Hennessy) and I played basketball and 

then went up to the park and watched Rosary practice baseball.  I got Dad a sport shirt for his birthday. 

 

April 18, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Ernie Pyle, famous war correspondent, has been killed by a Japanese sniper.  We went over some part 

IV in Geometry today.  Eleanor came to help Mother today.  I started my 12
th

 plate in Mechanical 

Drawing today.  After school I attended Latin Club meeting in Priory Hall.  I received a medal and 

membership card.  Mother, Dad, and I ate dinner out tonight.  Bob went up on Hill (Syracuse 

University).  Played basketball tonight. 

 

April 19, 1945 Thursday 

 

Cool today.  I am now in 6
th

 place for recitation in Geometry.  Bob didn’t have to go to college today.  

Joe McGrath came up.  I ate dinner with them this noon.  This afternoon we had 30-minute periods and 

got out at 2:15. I played a little golf at the Bellevue Club with Skip Brennan and his girl.  Tonight I 

played basketball across the street. 

 

April 20, 1945 Friday 

 

Tom (Fig) Mourin (graduated with Tom Anderson) has been killed in action somewhere in Germany on 

April 7.  At 11 a.m. we said the B. V. (Blessed Virgin Mary) Office at Church.  In Mechanical Drawing I 

finished my 12
th

 plate and started my 13
th

.  After school I went up to the park and watched the kids 

practice baseball.  Dutch, Frani, and I fooled around tonight. 
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April 21, 1945 Saturday 

 

Rain all afternoon.  After getting up at 10 o’clock I mowed the back lawn.  At noon it started to rain and 

it rained all day.  I did my homework this afternoon and stayed in all afternoon.  Tonight Frani came 

over and we fooled around inside.  It turned cold tonight but has stopped raining. 

 

April 22, 1945 Sunday 

 

Sunshiny but cool today.  Dutch (Dick Hennessy) and I walked to the 8:30 Mass this morning.  After 

Mass Frani, Dutch, and I played catch across the street.  At noon we ate at Drumlins.  From 3 to 6 I 

played basketball in the lot.  Tonight we went over to Pieri’s house.  We ate supper and listened to 

music.  Pianos, violins, singing, etc. 

 

April 23, 1945 Monday 

 

A frost last night.  Many crops were spoiled by the front which occurred last night.  I went back to 

school today and we had a test in Geometry.  After school Frani, Skip, etc. played softball across the 

street in the road.  After supper we (the boys) played basketball in the lot.  Went to bed at 9:45 tonight. 

 

April 24, 1945 Tuesday 

 

The Russians have entered Berlin.  Fierce battles are being waged.  In two tests in Geometry which I 

have taken I got 67% and 80%.  At 11 o’clock we had singing downstairs.  Bob took me home at noon 

in car (raining).  After school I played basketball.  I ate supper alone (everybody went out) and then 

played softball with the kids in the road. 

 

April 25, 1945 Wednesday 

 

The California Peace Conference opened today at San Francisco.  Delegates from 46 nations were 

present.  At 11:15 we went to Church and prayed for the success of the Conference.  All afternoon it 

poured rain until 8 o’clock tonight.  After school I did some homework and finished after supper.  I 

didn’t get to bed until 11 o’clock. 

 

April 26, 1945 Thursday 

 

I got up at 7:30 as usual this morning and walked to school.  Latin and Geometry were uneasy periods.  

Bob has finished college (4 years).  I started my 14
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing.  After school Frani 

and I caddied 13 ½ holes each (at Bellevue Country Club) and got $1.15.  There was a thunderstorm but 

we didn’t get too wet.  It rained all night also.  I did homework. 

 

April 27, 1945 Friday 

 

The Americans and Russians met 75 miles south of Berlin.  What weather!  Another cold spell hit today 

and the rain turned to snow and snowed (half rain) all day.  Last period in this afternoon we went to a 

Sodality meeting in the auditorium.  After school I had to stay in (rain).  Tonight I went to the movies 

and met a lot of kids. 
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April 28, 1945 Saturday 

 

My birthday.  The Germans have surrendered unconditionally.  Dad and Mother gave me an expensive 

identification bracelet, Bob, a key chain, and Clem $2.  I went down city this morning, had my picture 

taken in a 5 & 10 (4 photos) and ate dinner with Dad.  I played golf and bowled a game (113) at the 

Bellevue Club.  Don La Casse came also.  I went to the C.B.A. musical with Dutch tonight. 

 

April 29, 1945 Sunday 

 

It was a false statement that the Germans have surrendered.  We all went to Mass at the (Syracuse) 

University and Bob wore his cap and gown.  Then we went to a Methodist service for all the graduates 

(Bob is graduating tomorrow).  I played basketball with a couple of kids.  Tonight we ate at Tobins.  It 

was the best meal I have ever eaten. 

 

April 30, 1945 Monday 

 

Bob graduated from college in 2 years, 8 months (4-year course).  He now has a B.S. in Chemistry 

degree.  We all went at 9:45 to the University gym.  It lasted until 12 noon.  Then we (the family, Cecil, 

Isabelle, Clem, Agnes Mullin) ate at the Hotel Syracuse.  When I got home I mowed our front lawn (also 

after supper).  I played basketball with the kids some too.  Tonight I did some homework. 
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May 1945 
 

May 1, 1945 Tuesday 

 

For graduation Bob got $95 and a desk lamp.  He did very well.  I went to school and in Geometry went 

to the end of the line in recitation.  Then 4
th

 period I stayed in Inci’s Algebra class (Sr. Incarnata’s 

class) to take a test I missed yesterday.  After school Frani and I played a few holes of golf at the 

Bellevue Club (Bob played 3 holes with us).  All tonight I worked on projects for Appreciation Night. 

 

May 2, 1945 Wednesday 

 

All the Nazis in Italy surrendered today.  I didn’t go to school this morning because I had to get caught 

up in projects for Appreciation Night on Friday.  I made a cover for my plates in Mechanical Drawing 

II.  After school Frani and I looked for golf balls at the Bellevue Club.  I played 3 holes also.  Tonight 

we played basketball and then softball at parks.  Did homework. 

 

May 3, 1945 Thursday 

 

Our Latin period has been changed from 1
st
 period to 4

th
 period.  I take my Study 1

st
 period.  Maggie has 

been sick all week so we have Sr. St. Margaret for History.  I came home at noon as usual.  In 

Mechanical Drawing I worked on a Religion project and then got out of English and worked on it.  I 

finished it.  Frani and I caddied 9 holes after school in which I made a buck ($1).  I did my homework 

and went to Confession tonight. 

 

May 4, 1945 Friday 

 

First Friday.  Clem and I went to Mass and Communion at 7:15. Then I came home and ate my 

breakfast.  We had 1
st
 period last and 2

nd
 period first.  We didn’t have Religion.  After school I went to 

the baseball game at Wadsworth (Park).  Rosary beat Cathedral 10 to 4 (their 2
nd

 victory).  Last Tuesday 

we won 17 to 8 by beating St. Vincent’s.  Went to Appreciation Night tonight. 

 

May 5, 1945 Saturday 

 

War in Europe almost over.  I slept until 10 o’clock this morning and then Bob and I rode down city on 

the bus.  I got my name printed on my identification bracelet (it will be ready Saturday, next).  All 

afternoon it rained.  I hung around the Bellevue Club for a little while.  Tonight I played catch (baseball) 

and walked to church with Dutch.  Stopped at Doc’s.   

 

May 6, 1945 Sunday 

 

Since April 20 there has only been two days that it hasn’t rained.  I went to the 8:30 Mass and to 

Communion.  Frani and I played across the street afterwards.  This noon we ate dinner at Drumlins.  

When we got home at 3 p.m. Bob and I played 6 holes at the Bellevue Club.  Tonight I did my History 

homework and went to the store with Dutch (Dick Hennessy). 
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May 7, 1945 Monday 

 

Germany has surrendered.  Tomorrow is to be V-E day.  This brings about the end of the European war 

after 5 years, 8 months, and 6 days of bloodshed and destruction.  I went to school this morning.  It is a 

beautiful day today (lots of sunshine).  After school I played 6 holes of golf with Bob.  Fooled around 

with Dutch and Frani tonight. 

 

May 8, 1945 Tuesday 

 

V-E Day.  It was raining very hard when I went to school so Mother drove me in the car.  We had 

classes until 11 a.m. and then went to Church until 12.  This afternoon (no school) Bob drove Frani 

(Feola), Jim Manning, and I out to Westvale golf course and we played 18 holes.  Jim and I broke even.  

I did fair but kept getting a slice.  Jim’s father took us home.  Did some homework tonight. 

 

May 9, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Cooler today but fair weather.  I walked to school and we had our regular classes until 11:15. Then we 

went over to Church for singing.  I finished my 15
th

 plate and started my 16
th

 plate in Mechanical 

Drawing.  After school I cut down bushes and dug my garden a little.  Tonight we fooled around and I 

went to Kevin’s. 

 

May 10, 1945 Thursday 

 

Ascension Thursday.  Bob, Mother, and I went to the 9 o’clock Mass.  Then I went to the barbers and 

got my hair cut.  What funny weather!  Today it started to snow at 8 a.m. and continued and at10:30 

p.m. is still doing so.  The ground is covered.  This afternoon I went to the movies alone.  Tonight I 

stayed in and did my homework.  Got to bed at 10:30.  

 

May 11, 1945 Friday 

 

Cold today.  Went to school again today.  It was okay.  The sun is out and the snow (about 1 inch) 

melted.  After school tonight I went up to the baseball game at Wadsworth Park.  Rosary played St. John 

the Baptist and lost 11 to 7.  We have won 2 games and this is our first loss.  Tonight I fooled around 

across the street, etc. 

 

May 12, 1945 Saturday 

 

Slept until 9:30 this morning.  Then Bob, Mother, and I did some work in the attic.  Mother and I went 

down city to Wells & Coverly about 11:30 and I got a pair of pants.  Then I ate at Zimmerman’s and 

bought Mother a corsage for Mother’s Day.  I hung around the Bellevue Club this afternoon.  Tonight 

Dutch and I played catch.  I also saw Kevin and we went down to Doc’s. 
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May 13, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother’s Day.  I went to the 7:30 (Holy Name) Mass and Communion.  Afterwards I did some 

homework.  Dutch (Dick Hennessy), Jimmie Murray, and I fooled around in front.  Then it rained and 

continued until 3 o’clock.  We all ate at Drumlins.  Some relatives from Pompey came.  At 4 o’clock 

Bob and I played 7 holes at the Bellevue Club.  Tonight Dutch, Frani, etc., played basketball and fooled 

around. 

 

May 14, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school!  I walked alone to school this morning.  We had a test in Geometry and Latin II.  They 

were both hard.  At 11:15 we went over to Church for singing.  After school I mowed some of the lawn 

and played basketball.  After supper I did the latter also.  We had lots of fun fooling around (all the 

kids).  Skip, Fran, Dutch, Don La Casse, etc. 

 

May 15, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Did quite a bit of homework in my Study period this morning.  We went to Church for singing at 11:15. 

I walked home on Stolp Ave. this noon with Jack Dee, Bud Pello, Frani, etc.  I have started my 16
th

 plate 

in Mechanical Drawing.  After school I went up to Grant Baseball diamond.  Rosary lost to Assumption 

14 to 0 (2
nd

 loss).  Fooled around tonight. 

 

May 16, 1945 Wednesday 

 

It has rained some almost every day for over a month.  Geometry and Latin were ok this morning and 

we went to Church for singing at 11:15. After school I hacked at golf balls at the Bellevue Club.  Then I 

played hit the bat in the street by Murray’s.  Tonight I watched a baseball game at the park. 

 

May 17, 1945 Thursday 

 

We worked part III problems in Geometry today.  At 11:15 we had a little Religion and then went to 

Church at 11:40. At noon it rained so Mother drove me back.  After Mechanical Drawing (2:00) we had 

a study in Pieta’s room.  After school I mowed our back lawn very good (cut every dandelion).  Tonight 

I hit a hardball with the bat at pals (Skip, Ronnie, etc.) 

 

May 18, 1945 Friday 

 

I had to be at school at 8 o’clock this morning.  All the school marched to Church and sang the Mass.  

At 9:15 we started having regular classes.  After school Rosary played St. Lucy’s team at Wadsworth 

Park.  We won 5 to 3 in a no-hit game pitched by Ed Hamm (2 innings) and Bill Dacey.  Bob Daly plays 

2
nd

 and Touch Irving plays 3
rd

.  Tonight I went over to Bert’s (drugstore) and then the Band Concert at 

school. 

 

May 19, 1945 Saturday 

 

Mother got Bob and I up at 9:30 to do some work in the attic.  At 11:30 I rode down city on the bus with 

Mrs. Goetting.  I went to the City Hall and Bill Collins took me in to see Commissioner Barry about 

working at Park.  Bob and I played 12 holes and I went down on Geddes Street with Gordon and Jean 

Wakeman in car.  They had to get something. 
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May 20, 1945 Sunday 

 

Dad, Mother, and I went to the 10 o’clock Mass at the Cathedral.  This noon we ate dinner at home.  

Then Bob and I met Mr. McClay at the Bellevue Club and we played 12 holes.  I have a slice (in my golf 

shot).  We got home at 5:30. After eating, Dutch, Frani, and I (also other kids) fooled around.  I also did 

my Geometry homework tonight. 

 

May 21, 1945 Monday 

 

A cloudy morning.  I went back to school.  It is quite warm out.  This noon Mother went down city so 

Bob and I ate alone.  Bob is still on his vacation.  At 2 o’clock we heard some missionary nuns speak.  

There was a thunderstorm.  I fooled around (softball) down the street.  I did the same after supper.  Did 

homework and got to bed at 11. 

 

May 22, 1945 Tuesday 

 

What funny weather.  This morning it was sunshiny and warm.  I got my Geometry homework done in 

Study period.  Yesterday Maggie came back.  We have her for History every day now.  After school (it 

rained during school) Rosary played St. Anthony’s and lost 14 to 1 at Wadsworth Park.  Tonight I went 

to a C.Y.O. (Catholic Youth Organization) Sports dinner at school.  Got home at 10:30. 

 

 
 

May 23, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Mother’s birthday.  Overnight it turned cold.  This morning it was raining when I went to school.  Inci 

(Sr. Incarnata) was kind of mad in Geometry.  I started my 18
th

 plate in Mechanical Drawing.  After 

school I painted a screen and then fooled around.  After supper it turned nice.  I played baseball at the 

park with all the boys (15 kids).  In 5 times at bat I hit 4 doubles and a single and pitched 2 innings. 
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May 24, 1945 Thursday 

 

A nice day.  It was not too hot or too cold today – just right.  We did constructions all during Geometry 

period and translated Latin to English in Latin.  At noon I got my own dinner.  I finished my 18
th

 plate in 

Mechanical Drawing.  After school I went up to the Bellevue Club and fooled around.  Tonight I did my 

homework.  It is cool tonight.  Now 10:15. 

 

May 25, 1945 Friday 

 

Today was a beautiful sunshiny day.  School was fair as usual.  Frani and I walked home Stolp Ave. at 

noon.  In Mechanical Drawing we did a problem on practice paper.  After school I went up to the park 

and watched Rosary play St. Pats.  We lost 8 to 4.  Tonight Dutch (Dick Hennessy) and I went down to 

the store and then over to an ice cream social at Bellevue Club. 

 

May 26, 1945 Saturday 

 

I got up at 9:45 and then all morning until 1:30 I painted screens.  Frani came over and helped me.  At 

1:30 he ate with me and then we went up to the Bellevue Club and looked for golf balls (searching for 

lost balls in ponds).  Bob and I played 9 holes of golf.  Tonight I went over to Frani’s and played 

badminton.  Then Don La Casse and I went down to Doc’s.  Mother and Dad have company tonight. 

 

May 27, 1945 Sunday 

 

Clem, Bob, and I went to the 11 o’clock Mass this morning.  This noon Bob and I drove out to Drumlins 

to eat dinner.  When we got home I fooled around across the street with the kids.  At 4 o’clock I went to 

school and we had May devotions in Church.  Tonight Kevin came over and we did some homework. 

 

May 28, 1945 Monday 

 

A windy day.  I went to school again.  The Junior-Senior breakfast was this morning so we didn’t have 

Latin.  In Geometry we had a part I test.  We just talked during Mechanical Drawing today.  After 

school I went up to the Bellevue Club and hit a few golf balls.  Frani, Don La Casse, and Bob also came 

along.  Tonight we (Frani, Don La Casse, etc.) played baseball at the park (hard ball of course). 

 

May 29, 1945 Tuesday 

 

I still like Peggy Delaney.  This morning I was late for school and had to stay out in the library first 

period.  Maggie is out again so we have Sr. St. Margaret for History.  After school I went up to the 

Bellevue Club, went out on 12
th

 tee and practiced hitting golf balls (driving).  I have practically gotten 

my slice down and hit pretty straight.  Dutch and I stopped at Doc’s tonight. 

 

May 30, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Memorial Day.  No school.  Last night it turned cool and is windy today.  I got up at 10 o’clock and then 

Kevin, Bob, Bill Burke, Jimmie Hefferon and I played basketball across the street.  This afternoon I 

worked.  I mowed the back lawn, filled in a hole by the back door, etc.  At 6:30 we (the family) ate at 

the Bellevue Club.  It was very good.  I then did my homework. 
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May 31, 1945 Thursday 

 

Went to school this morning.  It is very cool weather today.  At 6 a.m. it hailed and Watertown had 

snow.  In a January 1945 Part I test I got 75% (I didn’t get finished).  In Mechanical Drawing I did a 

lettering plate.  After school I came home and cleaned out the garage.  Bob helped me wash the floor 

with the hose, etc.  After supper at 7:30 I rode my bike over to Confession. 
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June 1945 
 

June 1, 1945 Friday 

 

First Friday.  Very cool today.  At 5 a.m. it was 34 degrees.  (Uncle) Clem (Conan) and I went to Mass 

and Communion at 7:15 a.m.  Then I rode back to school with Dad.  The “Warden” taught us History.  

Last period this afternoon we went to a play put on by the Freshmen.  After school Bob and I played 6 

holes of golf.  Tonight Frani, Kevin, etc. played baseball at the park (hardball) and then went to the 

store. 

 

June 2, 1945 Saturday 

 

Rained all day.  After getting up at 9:30 this morning I went down city to the eye doctor (Mr. Duffy 

down the street) to have something taken out of my eye.  It started to rain at 11 a.m. and continued all 

afternoon.  I did my Geometry homework.  At 5 I went over to Frani’s.  Tonight we played baseball with 

a tennis ball on Wolcott Ave.  Washed my hair and took a bath tonight. 

 

June 3, 1945 Sunday 

 

Another rainy day.  I walked to the 8:30 Mass with Dutch and got a ride home with Mr. Duffy.  I went to 

Communion.  It started to rain while we were in Church and rained all day.  I did some Latin after Mass.  

This afternoon I went to the movies with Frani.  We got home at 6:30 and then I ate.  Tonight we took 

rugs up for the painters tomorrow. 

 

June 4, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school.  Examinations start in 1 week from tomorrow.  It was cool and the sun didn’t shine all 

day as usual.  For History we have a new Sister.  She had me read about a page and a half this morning.  

I went to the board in Geometry.  In Mechanical Drawing I did another lettering plate.  After school I 

went to the barbers.  Tonight I played hardball at the park with kids.  I hit some swell hits.  It is raining 

now. 

 

June 5, 1945 Tuesday 

 

More rain.  Mother took me to school this morning because it was raining.  It rained continually all day 

until 4:30. After school we went to an extra History class held by Sr. Demetrius.  When I got home I 

rode up to the Bellevue Club on my bike but didn’t play.  Tonight we ate at Bersani’s (restaurant), rode 

around in the car, and then I played baseball at the park. 

 

June 6, 1945 Wednesday 

 

The sun shone this afternoon for the first time in a long while.  In Geometry we reviewed theorems.  

Yesterday the painters came to paint all the downstairs and the hall.  After school we (the kids) played 

some 8
th

 graders in baseball and lost 18 to 15.  All we had was small kids.  I hit a triple.  Tonight I 

played at the park and did homework. 
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June 7, 1945 Thursday 

 

A beautiful day.  I walked to school as usual.  Again we reviewed theorems in Geometry.  Today the 

kitchen and back hall were painted and they finished at 4 o’clock.  I stayed for History after school.  At 

4:30 I went up to the Bellevue club, played 3 holes, ate (6:30) a buffet with Bob and Mother, and then 

played 6 holes with Charlie Miller. 

 

June 8, 1945 Friday 

 

Now we are having a streak of nice weather.  In Study (1
st
 period) this morning I got all my Geometry 

homework done.  During Religion I also did some of tonight’s homework.  Mother is starting to get the 

house back in order.  Tonight Dutch and I went to the C.B.A. (Christian Brothers Academy) – St. 

Anthony’s baseball game at MacArthur Stadium.  C.B.A. won 17 to 2.  Got to bed at 12:30. 

 

June 9, 1945 Saturday 

 

I got up at 9:30 this morning and vacuumed the rugs for Mother.  Because of rabies we have to keep 

Skippy tied up (all dogs).  I took her for a walk.  This afternoon I dug up my garden and then went up to 

the park.  Tonight I raked it.  At 4:30 Dad and I went to Sears and bought 30 tomato plants.  Went to 

Confession with Dutch tonight. 

 

June 10, 1945 Sunday 

 

Went to Mass at 7:30 and to Communion (Holy Name Sunday) alone.  This morning I raked my V-

garden (victory garden – a home garden to increase the production of food during the war) and planted 

30 tomato plants.  This noon Bob and I drove out to Drumlins to eat (Frani came but didn’t eat).  Then 

Frani and I went to the movies.  Tonight Frani, Don La Casse and I played catch.  It rained on and off all 

day. 

 

June 11, 1945 Monday 

 

Rained today.  It was very hot and muggy today.  All morning and some of the afternoon it rained.  

Tomorrow examinations begin.  This noon I got my own lunch as Mother went down city.  After school 

I played 9 holes of golf at the Bellevue Club with Willey Entwistle.  Tonight it rained.  I did my 

homework and studied a little also. 

 

June 12, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Took my first exam.  This morning we didn’t have History so I had two Studies in a row.  I got my 

dinner alone again this noon.  This afternoon I took Mechanical Drawing which was pretty hard.  I got 

home at 4:30 and then mowed the back lawn.  Tonight I played basketball at the park (1
st
 base and 

pitcher). 

 

June 13, 1945 Wednesday 
 

Took English today.  Today we had our regular classes in the morning.  This afternoon I took English II 

which was not very easy.  I got home at 4:30 and at 5:15. Mother drove me up to the Bellevue Club and 

I played 3 holes with Archie Von Gordon.  Dad and Bob had played 9 holes before with Archie.  I 

studied History tonight. 
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June 14, 1945 Thursday 

 

Warm, nice day.  This morning I studied History during my 1
st
 period which was Study.  At 9:15 I had 

World History which was very hard and I don’t know if I passed it.  This afternoon I just had two study 

periods.  After school I played 6 holes with Bill Stockford.  I planted 6 tomato plants.  Played baseball 

tonight.   

 

June 15, 1945 Friday 

 

Hot today.  I took Religion II this morning and this afternoon took Chant.  I started Chant at 1:30 and 

was finished at 1:45. Then I went down city and saw Commissioner Barry about my job.  When I got 

home Bob and I played 8 holes of golf with Dr. Hoffman.  I got 38 out of a 29 par.  Went and ushered at 

Class night tonight. 

 

June 16, 1945 Saturday 

 

Warm as usual.  This morning I slept until 10 o’clock.  Then I helped Mother.  At noon the movers 

brought a new dining room suite which we just bought.  I mowed the front lawn this afternoon.  Then I 

hung around at the Bellevue Club.  Frani and I hit golf balls around at the park after supper.  It rained 

from 5:30 to 7p.m.   

 

June 17, 1945 Sunday 

 

It looked like rain when I got up.  Bob (brother) and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  It was very hot 

and muggy at Church.  Afterwards Bob and I walked up by the 5
th

 tee at Bellevue Country Club.  Then 

at 1 p.m. we (Bob and I) ate at Drumlins.  It rained some.  At 3 I went to a Latin II class at school.  

Tonight I studied a little (Latin and Geometry).  I don’t feel very good. 

 

June 18, 1945 Monday 

 

Took Latin II Regents this afternoon.  After sleeping until 9 o’clock I got up and then studied Latin most 

of the morning.  This afternoon I took the exam.  It was quite hard but I think I passed.  I got home at 5 

o’clock.  After supper I studied Geometry and went down to Doc’s with Kevin and Bud Quinn.  Got to 

bed at 10:45.   

 

June 19, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Today I took Geometry Regents from 9:15 to 12:15. It was quite a hard test but I’m pretty sure I passed 

it.  Part III was very hard.  This afternoon Frani and I played 9 holes of golf at Burnet (Burnet Park Golf 

Course in Tipperary Hill).  It was nice out this afternoon.  Tonight I played tennis at the park with 

Gordon, Frani, J. Jean Wakeman, etc.  Walked home tonight. 

 

June 20, 1945 Wednesday 

 

First day of my vacation.  Mother got me up at 9 o’clock because Eleanor came to clean.  At 11 Frani 

and I went down city.  This afternoon Dad, Archie Von Gordon, Bob, and I played 9 holes of golf at the 

Bellevue Club.  It was very hot.  Tonight Frani, Jack Feola, and I played a little baseball game with L. 

Goode, Joe Collins, Dutch (Dick Hennessy), etc., and won 32 to 2.  I pitched one inning. 
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June 21, 1945 Thursday 

 

Slept until 10 o’clock this morning.  I hung around this morning.  After dinner I stayed with the Clancy 

kids.  Frani and Don La Casse came in with me.  It rained most of the afternoon.  Frani and I went up to 

the Bellevue Club about 4 and hung around.  Tonight we hit golf balls around at the park. 

 

June 22, 1945 Friday 

 

After sleeping until 9 a.m. I went down city to see Commissioner Barry about my job this summer.  

Then Don La Casse (I met down city) and I went up and got my clubs at the Bellevue Club.  Frani, Don, 

Tom Bardenette, and I played 18 holes of golf at Sunny Crest (Sunnycrest Golf Course in Eastwood).  I 

shot 50-46 for a 96 on 18 holes.  Tonight I fixed a flat on Bob’s bike and Jack Feola bought it. 

 

June 23, 1945 Saturday  

 

Hot day.  I went down to the City Hall at 10:45 and waited until 12:15 before I saw Commissioner 

Barry.  I’m supposed to come Monday.  This afternoon Frani and I just hung around the park.  The 

temperature was 86 degrees in the shade.  Tonight I went over to Frani’s and then walked down to the 

store.  Took a bath and then went to bed. 

 

June 24, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother, Dad, and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  Afterwards I sat around on the front porch and read 

the papers.  After dinner (2 p.m.) I went over to school and got my marks.  I passed everything.  I hung 

around the Bellevue Club this afternoon.  Tonight Bob, Bob Korta (in Navy) and I played 9 holes of golf 

– the second nine holes. 

 

Sophomore Final Exam Marks: 

Religion   97 

English  87 

Latin II Regents 88    

History  76 

Geometry Regents 84    

Mechanical Drawing 87 

Chant   75 

 

June 25, 1945 Monday 

 

(Uncle) Clem (Conan) drove Dad, Bob, and I down city and then I went over to the Parks Department 

garage.  I start up to Wadsworth Park tomorrow.  When I got home I went up and told Mac.  This 

afternoon I hung around the Bellevue Club until 3 and then it rained all afternoon.  Tonight I went over 

to Frani’s and down to the store. 
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June 26, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Started working in Wadsworth Park today.  I got up to the park at 8 a.m. and a truck brought the swings 

and teeter-totters up.  Mac and I took weeds out by the tennis courts.  At 11:30 I went home to dinner 

and came back at 12:30. I cut grass, marked the baseball field and tennis courts, etc., and finished at 

5:30.  We ate at Drumlins.  Got together with Gord (Gordon Wakeman), Jean Wakeman, Frani (Fran 

Feola). 

 

June 27, 1945 Wednesday 

 

After getting up at 10 a.m. I went up to the Bellevue Club and hit the golf ball around for 3 holes.  At 

12:30 after dinner I went to work.  I cut the grass from around the trees and mowed up Reed Ave. 

behind the park.  At 4:30 I came home and ate supper and got back at 5:45. I tied up swing and locked 

up at 8 p.m.  Frani and I walked over to Frank’s Drugstore tonight. 

 

June 28, 1945 Thursday 

 

Got up to the park at 8 in the morning.  I started to mow the grass by the woods at 9 o’clock.  After 

finishing at 10:30 I cleaned and swept out the community house.  At 12:30 Mac came and I ate dinner at 

home and went back at 2.  I finished at 6 and after supper played 9 holes of golf (51) – 1
st
 side (first 9 

holes), Nice day today. 

 

June 29, 1945 Friday 

 

A very hot, muggy day.  I got up at 9:30 a.m.  At about 10:30 it rained with thunder and lightning.  I ate 

dinner at noon and got to work at 12:30.  All afternoon we sithed (cut the high grass with a scythe) the 

hill back of the park.  At 4:15 I went to the store, went home and ate, then got back to the park at 5:30.  

Tonight Don La Casse, Frani, and I fooled around at the park. 

 

June 30, 1945 Saturday 

 

What a thunderstorm last night!  At 2:30 the lightning came so close that it struck Coyne’s house at 

Glenwood and Velasko Rd.  All morning I dug weeds up by the tennis courts.  Frani and I went 

swimming at the Bellevue Club (1
st
 time).  I got very sunburned, especially my legs.  Tonight I have a 

stiff neck.  Pieri’s and Timensky’s (?) came tonight. 
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July 1945 
 

July 1, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother, Dad, Bob, and I all attended the 11 o’clock Mass.  It is very hot.  All morning my neck was 

very stiff.  I wiped dishes most of the morning.  At 2 o’clock we just had sandwiches.  Bob and I went 

up to the Bellevue Club at 3 o’clock and I putted with Bill Stockford and Tom Hueber.  We ate at 

Drumlins tonight. 

 

July 2, 1945 Monday 

 

I got up at 10 o’clock and at 11 went up to the Bellevue Club and putted with Al Schneider.  At 12:30 I 

went to work.  It rained lightly most of the afternoon.  I cut the rest of the hill back up at Wadsworth 

Park.  After going home for supper at 4:30 I went back up until 8 p.m.  Then I played 3 holes of golf 

with Jack Donahue.  I hit them pretty good tonight. 

 

July 3, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Bob has started to teach Chemistry again on the hill (Syracuse University).  I worked the early shift 

today.  When I got up at 8:30 the man was mowing the grass.  I cut the grass outside the walk.  At 3 

o’clock I got through and went up to the Bellevue Club and played 3 holes.  After supper (Bob and I ate 

alone) we played 6 holes.  I am getting better I think.  I went to the store also. 

 

July 4, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Independence Day.  No work!  Mother and Dad slept until 12 o’clock while I got up at 11.  Bob went up 

on the Hill (Syracuse University) to teach at 9:30. This afternoon Fran and I went up by the Bellevue 

Club and shot off 5 old firecrackers I had.  At 4:30 I went up and putted.  At 6:30 we ate at the buffet 

and was it good!  Afterwards I putted and watched the kids swim. 

 

July 5, 1945 Thursday 

 

When I got up to Wadsworth Park at 8:30 Mac had the swings unlocked and flag up.  He just came up to 

check up.  He went back home and I took some grass out of the tennis courts and mowed around some 

trees.  This afternoon we took grass out of the courts.  It was pretty hot.  Tonight I played golf with Al 

Schneider – 9 holes – and won 25 cents.  I was hitting them the best yet. 

 

July 6, 1945 Friday 

 

After getting up at 10 a.m. I went down to the barbers on my bike.  I didn’t get home until 12:30 and 

after eating I went right to work.  I rolled the tennis courts and mowed some this afternoon.  At 4:45 I 

went home and Bob and I ate alone.  I worked until 8 and then played golf for 6 holes (Dutch came). 
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July 7, 1945 Saturday 

 

When I got up at 8 a.m. I had a stiff neck.  At Wadsworth Park I marked the baseball diamond.  Bob and 

Frani came up and we sat around.  After I got home at 1 I mowed the front lawn and trimmed a lot.  At 4 

o’clock Dad, Bob, and I played golf – 5 holes.  I did pretty good.  On hole #1 I hit it over the hill on the 

drive.  Went to Confession tonight. 

 

July 8, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bob and I attended the 9:45 Mass and I received Communion.  We ate dinner at home this noon and 

then I went up to the Bellevue Club and sat around until about 4:30. Then I played 7 holes with Jimmy 

Entwistle.  At 6:30 I bought a sandwich and then played 6 more afterwards. 

 

July 9, 1945 Monday 

 

This morning there was an eclipse of the sun for the first time in 13 years.  At 9 o’clock Frani and I 

started out for 18 holes of golf at the Bellevue Club.  I was off, and I three-putted and four-putted each 

green.  I shot 55-56 (first nine score & back nine score) for 111.  Frani got 115.  This afternoon I mowed 

grass until 4 o’clock.  After supper I went up to the park (Wadsworth Park), played basketball, and 

locked up at 8 o’clock. 

 

July 10, 1945 Tuesday 

 

I got to work at 8:30 and at 9 there was a thunderstorm so I came home and went back at 9:30. After the 

rain I mowed the outside of the walk on Wolcott St.  This afternoon we sat around most of the time.  

Tonight I fooled around at the Bellevue Club.  It turned cool tonight and rained a little. 

 

July 11, 1945 Wednesday 

 

A cool spell hit the city (of Syracuse) and this morning it was very cool.  I had to wear heavy pants and a 

sweater.  I went home to dinner at 12:30 as usual.  After going back to work Bob came and got me.  

Then Dad, Mother, Bob, and I went to Fair Haven on Lake Ontario to the annual Pomeroy picnic.  We 

got home at 11:15. I played badminton there. 

 

July 12, 1945 Thursday 

 

Pay Day.  At 8 o’clock I got up to the park (Wadsworth Park) to work.  I went up on the hill behind the 

park and mowed from 9 to 11.  My first two checks came and I got $45.10 all together.  At 3 o’clock this 

afternoon I played golf.  Jeanette Schneider and I stood (faced or competed against) Susie Sopher and 

Billy Entwistle.  At 6 I finished work.  Frani and I rode around on bikes tonight. 

 

July 13, 1945 Friday 

 

Friday the 13
th

.  This morning I slept until 10:30. It is nice out, not too hot or cool today.  At 12:30 I 

went up to the park.  I marked white lines around for the playleaders.  Dutch was up there today.  From 

4:30 to 5:30 was my supper hour.  Tonight I played a little basketball and locked up at 8:30. It is raining 

tonight. 
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July 14, 1945 Saturday 

 

After getting up at 9:30 I went out and mowed the front lawn.  At 12:30 I went up to the park 

(Wadsworth Park).  I marked the tennis courts and Frani helped me.  I went up and putted at the 

Bellevue Club at 4:30.  Tonight I locked the park up and then Frani and I rode our bikes up to the 

Bellevue Club and we looked for (lost) golf balls.  I found two. 

 

July 15, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bob and I attended the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  All day it looked like rain but it didn’t.  At 1 Bob and I went 

out to Drumlins to eat.  Kevin, Bud Quinn, and another kid were playing golf there.  I went up to the 

park and stayed from 2:30 to 3:45. Then Billy Entwistle and I played 5 holes of golf.  After supper at 

home I played 3 more holes alone. 

 

July 16, 1945 Monday 

 

When I got up at 7:30 it was raining.  At 9:30 I went up to the Bellevue Club and shot a 51 (I shot an 8 

on the 13
th

 hole), should have been 49 on the last nine.  This afternoon I went to the park as usual.  I just 

fooled around until 3:30 and then started to mow some.  At 4:30 I ate supper.  Tonight I finished 

mowing and watched a ball game at the park.  At 9:30 I came home with Frani. 

 

July 17, 1945 Tuesday 

 

I got up to the park at 8:30 and most of the morning mowed outside the walk.  Mac came at 1 and I ate 

dinner.  Then I walked up by the golf course and back to work until 6 o’clock.  Tonight Mother and Dad 

drove Bob, Frani, Jack (Frani Feola’s brother) and I to the Ringling Bros. Barnum and Baily Circus.  It 

was good.  It rained from 7:30 and is still raining. 

 

July 18, 1945 Wednesday 

 

After sleeping until 10 a.m. I went down city to the bank and cashed my checks for $67.  I gave Mother 

$6 for 2 weeks board.  At 1 o’clock I went to work.  It rained some of the afternoon.  I ate supper at 4:30 

to 5:30. Mother and Dad went to a clam bake at the Bellevue Club tonight.  Frani and I looked for golf 

balls at the Bellevue Club and I found two. 

 

July 19, 1945 Thursday 

 

Pay Day.  I got up at 7:45 and up to the park at 8:10. After mowing by the woods for an hour the man 

came with my check of $26.62.  I went home for dinner at 12:45 and got back at 2:30. It rained some 

this afternoon and we sat around.  Tonight I played basketball at the park with the kids and went to band 

concert at Onondaga. 

 

July 20, 1945 Friday 

 

Went up to the Bellevue Club at 10:45 and hung around until 12 noon.  This afternoon I took some grass 

out of the tennis courts, sprayed them, and sithed (cut) some.  At 4:15 I came home and ate my supper 

alone.  After supper I went back up and watched a baseball game and locked up.  Frani and I fooled 

around afterwards in my back yard. 
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July 21, 1945 Saturday 

 

After oversleeping a little I got to work at 8:40. After a while I marked the tennis courts.  Mac came at 

10 o’clock and I went home.  Kevin came over and we went up to the Bellevue Club and hung around.  

It was very hot today.  After supper tonight Frani and I hit a few golf balls at the Bellevue Club with a 2-

iron.  Washed hair and took a bath. 

 

July 22, 1945 Sunday 

 

At 6:45 this morning it started to teem down rain and continued until 11:30. Mother, Dad, Bob, and I 

went to Drumlins at 2 p.m.  This afternoon Bob and I played golf – 3 holes – and hung around the Club.  

Tonight Bob (brother), Frani (Fran Feola), Dutch (Dick Hennessy), and I went to “Field Day” on Grand 

Ave.  I won 50 cents on the gambling games. 

 

July 23, 1945 Monday 

 

Frani, Jack Ryan, and I played 18 holes of golf this morning at the Bellevue Country Club.  I shot 55-50 

for 105 which shows I’m getting down.  I went to work at 12:45 and mowed outside the sidewalk on 

Wolcott Street.  At 4:30 I came home and ate supper.  After getting back up at 5:30 I played basketball 

and walked up by the Bellevue Club with Frani. 

 

July 24, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Very hot and muggy all day.  This morning I took the grass out of the tennis courts and rolled them.  

Then I fixed the nets of the basketball courts.  Mac didn’t come until 1:30 when I went home.  I mowed 

Glenwood Avenue grass in the boiling hot sun this afternoon.  Played 3 holes of golf tonight.  Am 

improving. 

 

July 25, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Another very hot day.  At 10:15 I rode down to the barbers and got my hair cut.  Then I went up to the 

Bellevue Club and played 3 holes of golf with Lloyd Schneider.  I went to work at 1 and cut around 

some trees.  Mac let me go home at 4 to eat.  I cut some more grass after supper and then rode around 

with Frani. 

 

July 26, 1945 Thursday 

 

Pay Day.  The man came with my check of $26.62 at 8:30 after I got there at 8.  Last night it rained and 

stormed all night.  This afternoon Mac let me off at 2:30 and I played golf with Dad, Archie Von 

Gorden, and some other men (a fivesome).  I had my slice again and didn’t do too good.  Tonight I went 

to a dinner party at Jean Pier’s.  Kevin and Bob came. 

 

July 27, 1945 Friday 

 

Member-Guest Tournament at Bellevue Country Club starts.  I didn’t wake up until 11:30 after not 

getting to bed until 1:30. Then I ate breakfast and dinner together and went to work at 12:30.  I marked 

some lines around and mowed the hill behind the park.  After eating at 5 I closed up the park at 7:30 and 

cut some grass at home. 
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July 28, 1945 Saturday 

 

This morning I went down city, cashed two checks and deposited some in the bank.  I have $200 in the 

bank now.  At 12:30 I went to work and stayed until 2.  Bob and I went up and watched the tournament.  

I walked 4 holes and watched Eddie Rowe and Alex Banazek vs. Bill Stark and Larry Sovick.  Rowe-

Banazek won.  A B25 hit the 79
th

 floor of the Empire State Building this morning.  So far 19 dead and 

many injured. 

July 29, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bob and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  Afterwards I went up and watched Dick Stroud and Bill 

Friday vs. Banazek and Eddie Rowe in semi-finals.  Rowe-Banazek won.  We ate dinner at Drumlins 

this noon.  Then I went back up and walked 18 holes watching White and Dr. Gilmore vs. Rowe and 

Banazek.  Rowe-Banazek won the watch 2-up – very good, many birdies. 

 

July 30, 1945 Monday 

 

Bob woke me up at 7:15 and I went up to the Bellevue Club to play golf.  Frani didn’t come until 9:15 

so we only played holes 10 to 18 (9 holes).  I shot an even 50 again and Jack Ryan and Bud Finkbeiner 

played too with us.  I went to work at 12:45 and cut with scissors around the stones on Glenwood Ave.  

After supper (4:30) I played basketball and locked up. 

 

July 31, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Got to work at 8 o’clock and mowed down Wolcott.  Then I rolled the tennis courts.  Mac came to let 

me eat dinner at 12:50. After I got back at 2 Mac went away and I fooled around most of the afternoon.  

Clem played tennis with another man at the park.  Tonight Bob, Dutch (Dick Hennessy), and I fooled 

around on golf course. 
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August 1945 
 

August 1, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Mowed our front lawn this morning and raked it.  At 12 it started to rain.  I went to work at 12:30 and 

mowed around the tennis courts.  Mac didn’t come today.  At 5 o’clock I came home for supper and 

went back at 6:30. Tonight I played basketball with the kids and Kevin, Bob, and I went to the store. 

 

August 2, 1945 Thursday 

 

I got paid $26.62 again today.  Mac didn’t come again until 3 o’clock this afternoon.  This morning I 

mowed the woods and read some in the field house.  Mother and Dad left for Mullin’s camp on 4
th

 Lake 

at 8 p.m.  Bob and I got supper and I played 6 holes of golf with Mr. Schneider, etc. 

 

August 3, 1945 Friday 

 

Bob and I got up at 7:30 and I went up to the university (Syracuse U.) to see his class.  He has 11 pupils 

and at first had lab and then gave a lecture.  I then came home (10:30) and went back down city and got 

a learners permit to drive and deposited a check.  This afternoon I worked and fooled around.  Bob and I 

ate in the grill at the Bellevue Club at 5.  Played 3 holes of golf tonight. 

 

August 4, 1945 Saturday 

 

Clem got up at 6 a.m. to polish (simonize) his car.  After getting up at 8 and to work at 8:30 I mowed 

down Reed Ave.  Mac came at 10 o’clock and I went home and ate.  Bob and I played 7 holes of golf 

this afternoon and 6 holes tonight.  Joe McGrath (Bob’s friend) played tonight with us.  Bob and I ate 

supper at the Bellevue Club in the grill. 

 

August 5, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bob and I drove Clem’s car to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  Afterwards I talked to Skip Brennan in the front 

yard.  At 1 p.m. Bob and I ate dinner at the Bellevue Club.  Then we played 9 holes of golf with Doctor 

Conan.  I didn’t do too bad.  Later I played 3 holes more.  At 6 I got bread at the store and we ate.  I read 

some tonight.  It is very cool. 

 

August 6, 1945 Monday 

 

What a day!  Rain!  I was going to play golf but it was raining when I woke up at 7:30 and continued all 

day.  At 12:30 I went to work in the rain and sat around all afternoon.  Mother and Dad came home from 

the woods last night (the Adirondacks).  They brought me a woolen shirt.  Tonight I went to the movies 

alone.  After getting home at 11:30 I went to bed. 

 

August 7, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Cloudy all day.  It was my turn to work at 8 a.m.  After reading the morning paper I swept the 

community house out.  This afternoon Mac and I just sat around.  We took the stones off roof of house.  

We (family) ate supper at 6:30. I fooled around at the Bellevue Club.  The Allies used the atomic bomb 

on Japan yesterday.   
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August 8, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Sunny for a change.  I slept until 10:15 this morning and then mowed the front lawn.  I went to work at 

10 o’clock and scythed some of the hill and cut some grass.  At 4:30 I came home and ate supper.  Then 

I went back up and stayed until 8:30. The papers are full of the atomic bomb and Japan.  They say it was 

a great success. 

 

August 9, 1945 Thursday 

 

Russia joins war against Japan.  Second atomic bomb launched on Japan.  After getting to work at 8 a.m. 

I mowed some grass and rolled the tennis courts.  Mac didn’t come until 1:15. I didn’t get back until 

3:30.  Tonight I played 6 holes of golf with Lloyd Schneider.  Listened to the radio tonight. 

 

August 10, 1945 Friday 

 

Japan surrenders conditionally but has not been accepted yet.  This morning I played 9 holes of golf with 

Lloyd Schneider but didn’t do very good.  At 12:30 I went to work and fooled around most of the 

afternoon until 4:30. I then ate supper and went back up.  After locking up at 7:45 I played 3 holes with 

Bob (brother) and Dutch (Dick Hennessy). 

 

August 11, 1945 Saturday 

 

The Allies are waiting an answer to the peace terms sent to Japan.  I finished mowing our back lawn this 

morning.  Then I went up to the park at 12:30 and played until 3:30. I went up to the Bellevue Club, 

took a swim, played 3 holes of golf, and then went home.  Bob and I played 3 more holes after supper 

and Dutch and I went swimming from 9 until 9:30. 

 

August 12, 1945 Sunday 

 

Japan surrenders reported but later proved false.  Bob and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  Afterwards 

Kevin and I went up to the Bellevue Club and putted.  Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate dinner at Drumlins.  

This afternoon Lloyd Schneider (12 years old) played holes 10 to 18 and shot a 48, and I shot a 47.  We 

played another 7 holes afterwards. 

 

August 13, 1945 Monday 

 

Allies still waiting for an answer to the peace terms sent to Japan.  I got up at 8:45 a.m. and after 

breakfast had indigestion so I laid on the davenport all morning.  I went to work at 12:30. After coming 

home for supper at 4:30 I went back up to the park.  Tonight I went to the Bellevue Club from 8 to 9 and 

hung around. 

 

August 14, 1945 Tuesday 

 

IT’S OVER.  V.J. DAY.  The war is over.  Japan has surrendered unconditionally at 7 p.m. tonight.  

General Douglas MacArthur is to be in command.  This morning I mowed grass.  This afternoon Mac 

and I just sat around.  After supper tonight (7 p.m.) President Truman announced the surrender.  The 

family went down city and the excitement was great.  I never saw so many people. 
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August 15, 1945 Wednesday 

 

VICTORY.  World War II started on December 8, 1941, Feast of Immaculate Conception, and ended on 

August 15, Feast of Assumption.  Mother, Dad, and I attended Mass at 10 a.m.  Today has been 

proclaimed a holiday.  Nobody worked today.  This afternoon Dad and I polished the car.  At 4:30 

o’clock I played the 2
nd

 nine holes at the Bellevue Club and shot a 46.  Bob has been in bed all day and 

has the grip (influenza or flu).   

 

August 16, 1945 Thursday 

 

Rationing of gas, canned goods, is lifted.  Plans for peace in progress.  This morning I got my hair cut 

and then went down city, bought a station wagon coat and many other duties.  After getting home at 

1:15 I got to work at 1:30. Most of the afternoon I just sat around.  Supper at 4:30 and closed up park at 

8.  Played basketball before.  Then packed at home for trip tomorrow. 

 

August 17, 1945 Friday 

 

We all got up at 7:45 a.m.  Bob and I took Skippy (our dog) up to a dog kennel on Onondaga Hill.  We 

came home after packing and started for the Adirondacks at 11 o’clock.  After traveling until we reached 

the lake we stopped at Mullin’s camp.  Then we continued on to Saranac and Lake Placid at night.  

Tonight we stayed at cabins just outside of Saranac. 

 

August 18, 1945 Saturday 

 

After a fair night’s sleep in the cabin we got up at 9 o’clock and then ate breakfast.  Dad got us rooms in 

Lake Placid and we moved from the cabin at 11:30. At 1 we ate dinner in the Homestead (hotel we’re 

staying at) and Bob, Dad, and I walked around the town.  At 6:30 we ate supper and tonight went to an 

ice carnival at the arena. 

 

August 19, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother and Dad have one room and we are in another.  Bob and I got up at 7:30, ate breakfast alone 

because Mother and Dad overslept, and went to Mass at 8:30.  Later we drove over to a golf course with 

Mr. and Mrs. Donahue and hung around.  This afternoon at 4:30 we (family) took a boat ride on Lake 

Placid.  Bob and I went to the movies tonight. 

 

August 20, 1945 Monday 

 

Yesterday Bob and I were changed to another house.  This morning after breakfast Dad, Bob, and I 

played 7 holes of golf at the Saranac Lake Golf Club.  Dad did the best yet and I did fair.  I had one par 

4.  We ate dinner at 1:30 and afterwards I went to the Coliseum.  Tonight at 8 we went with Jack 

Donahue and his wife to a skating arena and skated with figure skates. 

 

August 21, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Beautiful Day.  Again today Bob and I were moved back to the Homestead across the hall from Mother 

and Dad.  This morning Dad and I played 5 holes of golf but didn’t do very well.  After dinner Jack 

Donahue gave me a 10-minute golf lesson.  This afternoon we drove to Ausable Chasm and walked 

through it.  Tonight I sat around and wrote some postcards. 
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August 22, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Bright Day.  I slept well last night and this morning.  Bob and I walked over to Lake Placid and rented 2 

rowboats.  I had a flat bottom boat and Bob had a round bottom boat.  We rowed all over for 1 ½ hours.  

This afternoon we drove up Whiteface Mountain.  The views were immense.  It was cool up there.  

Tonight Bob and I watched and skated.  Lois Waring (a nice girl) is down the hall. 

 

 
This is the actual ticket issued to Paul for ice skating  

at Olympic Arena in Lake Placid on August 22
nd

. 

 

 

August 23, 1945 Thursday 

 

Cool weather.  Yesterday the Donahue’s left for home.  This morning Dad, Bob, Harris (boy 25 down 

the hall), and I played 8 holes of golf at the Saranac Lake Golf Course.  After dinner Bob and I rented an 

outboard motorboat and went boating.  Out in the middle we stopped and couldn’t get started for a 

while.  Tonight we went to the movies. 

 

August 24, 1945 Friday 

 

The sun didn’t shine all day and it was very cool.  After breakfast Bob and I walked the ¼ mile to Placid 

Lake and tried to rent a motorboat but couldn’t.  We all ate dinner at 1:30 and this afternoon went for a 

drive viewing the mountainous scenery.  Tonight we went down to the Arena, watched the skaters, and I 

skated with figure skates.  I talked to Lois today. 
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August 25, 1945 Saturday 

 

Today we ate breakfast at 9 o’clock and then packed.  At 11:30 we started for home.  On the way we 

stopped at the Saranac Inn.  We arrived at Mullin’s camp on 4
th

 Lake at 3:30 and at 4:15 started for 

home.  After stopping at Howard Johnsons for supper we got home at 8 p.m. (208 miles).  Then we 

drove up and got Skippy at the kennel. 

 

August 26, 1945 Sunday 

 

Rain!  I haven’t seen so much rain in a long time.  Bob drove me to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  All day until 

3:30 it rained continually.  This noon Bob and I ate dinner in the grill at the Bellevue Club.  When it 

stopped raining at 3:30 I played 15 holes of golf with 3 men.  Tonight Frani and I went up to the park 

and then over to his house. 

 

August 27, 1945 Monday 

 

Yesterday morning Mac left for New York City on his vacation.  I am here all alone at Wadsworth Park.  

I got up and unlocked at 8:30 and then played 5 holes at the Bellevue Club.  Then I came back and 

stayed until 12.  After dinner I played a game of basketball at the park and fooled around.  At 4:00 I 

played 8 holes of golf.  Locked up the park tonight. 

 

August 28, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Big Day.  This morning I got to the park at 9:30 and rolled and marked the tennis courts until 11:30.  

After dinner Frani and I took the bus out to Tecumseh Golf Course and Frani (Fran Feola), Jack Ryan, 

Bill Mara, and I played 18 holes in qualifying for the Onondaga County Jr. Championship.  I shot a 92, 

Frani 105, Jack 109, and Bill 106.  I got 5 pars.  I never played the course before. 

 

August 29, 1945 Wednesday 

 

In this morning’s paper it said that I am to play Henry Banazek.  I got up at 7:30, went up and unlocked 

the park, and got out to Tecumseh at 9:30.  All morning I sat around and at 12:30 started to play him.  I 

started out very well getting pars and bogies.  We were all even at the end of 9 holes.  The 2
nd

 nine holes 

I guess I got tired and blew up.  He beat me 3-2.  I shot an 86 or 88. 

 

August 30, 1945 Thursday 

 

I got up to Wadsworth Park at 8 and the man came with Mac’s check at 8:30. Then I mowed along 

Glenwood and talked with Lenny Berry, a seminarian.  This afternoon it was very hot and still.  I rolled 

the tennis courts.  At 4:15 I came home and hung around.  Tonight I played 9 games of tennis with 

Lenny Berry.  He won 6 to 3.  Went to the store tonight. 

 

August 31, 1945 Friday 

 

After sleeping until 8:45 I went up and unlocked the park.  It was very warm today.  This morning I 

mowed a little and then played ping-pong with Lenny Berry and another kid.  I mowed the hill behind 

the park this afternoon.  At 5 I came home and took a shower.  Tonight there was a thunderstorm.  Frani 

was over.  Very muggy. 
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September 1945 
 

September 1, 1945 Saturday 

 

Mac got home today.  Got to the park at 9:30. The cellar in the community house was flooded this 

morning.  I swept out the house and fooled around.  Mac came up at 12:30. After dinner Dick (‘Dutch’) 

Hennessy and I went to Doc’s and then up to the park.  Bob and I went to Confession at 5:30. Frani and 

I went to Valley Field Day tonight and spent money. 

 

September 2, 1945 Sunday 

 

The President proclaimed today V-J Day.  Mother, Dad, and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass and I 

received Holy Communion.  I read the paper after Mass.  It rained all day until 2:30. After dinner at 

home Bob gave me a driving lesson.  Then I played 9 holes of golf with Mr. Page and Dick.  Tonight 

Bob, Walt Hansen, and I went to the movies and walked home. 

 

September 3, 1945 Monday 

 

Labor Day.  Saturday was my last day of working at the park.  This morning everybody slept until 10 

o’clock.  After dinner we (family) started on a drive to Ithaca.  We got there at 4 and looked at Cornell 

University.  On the way home we ate supper in Auburn.  Then we stopped at Owasco Lake amusement 

park and came home.  We got home at 10:30.  Beautiful day today. 

 

September 4, 1945 Tuesday 

 

At 6:30 this morning I woke up and started throwing up.  All day until 3:30 I continued to do this on and 

off.  I didn’t eat anything today.  Most of the time I slept.  Tonight I developed a temperature of 100 

degrees.  I don’t feel good at all.  Today is a nice day and is very warm.  Went to sleep at 11 o’clock 

tonight. 

 

September 5, 1945 Wednesday 

 

I didn’t sleep very well last night and had slight nightmares.  School started today but naturally I didn’t 

go.  All morning I stayed in bed but didn’t have any temperature.  I ate dinner downstairs and this 

afternoon got dressed.  I walked up to the park.  I ate a fairly good supper.  I went over to Frani’s tonight 

for a little while. 

 

September 6, 1945 Thursday 

 

Went to school today to begin a new year.  I have Sr. Pieta for homeroom.  From 8:30 to 12 we had half 

hour periods and changed classes.  I didn’t feel very good today.  I couldn’t eat any lunch when I got 

home at noon.  Isabelle (Thorpe O’Brien, Paul’s aunt) came in today.  Mother and Bob have got the 

same thing I have.  Sat around all afternoon and evening. 
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September 7, 1945 Friday 

 

Hot today.  I rode to school with Dad and Clem at 9 a.m.  My period in order are: 

 

1. Chemistry – Sr. Pieta 

2. Intermediate Algebra – Sr. Incarnata 

3. English III – Sr. Paul Joseph 

4. Religion – Sr. Pieta 

5. Latin III – Sr. Gerarda 

6. History – Sr. Demitrius 

7. Study. 

 

We had half hour periods and were let out at noon.  This afternoon I went to the park, played PIG in 

basketball, and fooled around.  Bob gave me a driving lesson tonight. 

 

September 8, 1945 Saturday 

 

A 90-degree temperature day.  After sleeping until 10:30 a.m. I went down city and deposited $50 in the 

bank, ate dinner with Dad, and bought a new golf bag.  I got home at 3 o’clock.  It was very hot.  I went 

up to the Bellevue Club and about 5 to 6 played 6 holes of golf with Walt Hansen.  I did very good on 

drives I thought.  Frani and I rode our bikes around tonight. 

 

September 9, 1945 Sunday 

 

Day of Golf.  Bob, Dad, and I attended the 8:30 Mass and I received Holy Communion.  After Mass 

Dad, Bob Barth, Charlie Carpenter, and I played 12 holes of golf.  I did pretty good (48 on first nine 

holes).  Then Bob and I ate dinner at the Bellevue Club and later played the second 9 holes with Walt 

Hansen.  I beat him playing 5 cents a hole and won 40 cents.  Found 4 golf balls tonight at the Club. 

 

September 10, 1945 Monday 

 

School Days!  Today I went to school again.  It was our first full day and a hot one.  We had 45 minute 

periods.  I came home for dinner at noon.  After getting out of school at 3:15 I got my hair cut.  I ate 

supper at 5 and Dutch (Dick Hennessy) and I played 9 holes at the Bellevue Club.  I was off tonight.  

Did my homework when I got home. 

 

September 11, 1945 Tuesday 

 

At 7 this morning there was a hard rain storm.  I rode to school with Clem (Clement Conan, Paul’s 

uncle) and Dad.  I read aloud in English.  At noon I ate my lunch home.  Last period I had a Study and 

did my English homework.  After school I played 3 holes of golf alone at the Bellevue club.  I had a 

very far drive on hole 10.  After supper I mowed some of the back lawn and then did my homework.  I 

had lots to write. 
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September 12, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Cooler weather!  Last night it turned cool.  Sr. Pieta sure is strict in Chemistry.  We stood around the 

room for recitation.  I walked home with Frani and the boys as usual at noon.  History class is the dullest 

period.  Last period we had lab.  I played 6 holes of golf after school.  I’m hitting my balls farther and 

better.  Did lots of homework tonight. 

 

September 13, 1945 Thursday 

 

I got to school on time all right as usual.  In Intermediate Algebra we have been removing brackets and 

parenthesis.  I read out loud again in English and recited in Religion.  Last period I took a Study today 

and got all my Intermediate Algebra done.  After school I mowed the front lawn and then Bob gave me a 

driving lesson.  I did my homework tonight. 

 

September 14, 1945 Friday 

 

After getting up at 7:10 it was raining very hard and I rode to school with Dad and (Uncle) Clem 

(Conan).  We recited in Chemistry as usual.  Last period I had a Study and did Chemistry.  After school 

Bob gave me a driving lesson.  I drove up around Velasko Riding Stables and around home.  Tonight 

Frani and I went to a dance and fashion show at Drumlins.  I didn’t dance and got home at 1. 

 

September 15, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 10 a.m. and then mowed and trimmed the yard.  After lunch Bob and I took the grass out of 

the driveway.  At 4 we did some errands for Dad and I drove some of the time.  I drove in some traffic 

too.  Bob and I ate super alone because Timinsky’s and Pieri’s and Mother and Dad ate at the Bellevue 

Club and played at our house.  Did Algebra tonight. 

 

September 16, 1945 Sunday 

 

Sodality Sunday.  Bob and I went to the 8:30 Mass and I received Holy Communion.  After Mass I read 

the paper.  At 12:30 Dad, Bob, Mother, and I ate at Drumlins.  After getting home Bob and I took the car 

and went up to the Bellevue Club.  We played 6 holes and then I drove over to Robineau Road and 

practiced stopping on a hill.  Played football (touch) at the park tonight. 

 

September 17, 1945 Monday 

 

Walked to school as usual this morning and got to school a little early.  In English I read out loud.  At 

noon I got my own dinner as Mother went down city.  I bought a new History book today.  After school 

Bob gave me another driving lesson.  I’m doing pretty good.  After supper I did my homework. 

 

September 18, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Rain!  When I awoke at 7:15 a.m. it was pouring rain.  I walked to school alone in the rain.  At 11 

o’clock we went over to the Choir room (whole class) and took Chant.  At noon I rode home with Mrs. 

Hefferon.  I learned something in History today.  After school I came in.  After supper and the dishes I 

did a lot of homework.  It’ is still raining.   
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September 19, 1945 Wednesday 

 

More rain!  Again it was raining this morning and continued all morning.  I rode to school with Clem 

and Dad.  At noon I again got my own lunch.  It drizzled rain most of the afternoon.  I went up to the 

Bellevue Club and hit about 50 golf balls out.  I got home at 6 and after supper I wiped the dishes.  Then 

I did homework until 11 p.m.  Raining a little now. 

 

September 20, 1945 Thursday 

 

We had a test in Chemistry today which was fair.  I didn’t have my Intermediate Algebra homework 

today.  In English we took a test which was easy.  Bob is up on the hill (Syracuse University) getting his 

Masters degree.  Michael Ryan was over to Wakeman’s today.  Last period I had a Study.  I played 5 

holes of golf and played touch football at the Bellevue Club.  Mother and I ate at Drumlins tonight. 

 

September 21, 1945 Friday 

 

Sr. Pieta got mad because nobody knew their Chemistry today.  We are learning rules for squaring a 

binomial etc. in Intermediate Algebra.  Mother got my lunch this noon.  After school I went up and 

started out the first nine holes.  It was very windy and after a while Bob came and it was too windy to 

play.  Tonight Dutch and I went to the store and to Frani’s. 

 

September 22, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 10 a.m. and then went down city (Syracuse) and got my shoes fixed.  This afternoon Frani 

and I went up to Archibald Stadium and saw the Syracuse-Cornell football game.  Cornell won 26 to 14.  

It was a beautiful, sunshiny day for a football game.  Tonight I played touch football and then stayed 

with Clancys until 2 a.m. 

 

September 23, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother and Dad left for a Real Estate Convention at Saranac Lake (Saranac Inn) today.  Bob and I went 

to Mass at 10 o’clock at St. Charles Church.  This afternoon after eating dinner at the Bellevue Club I 

played touch football all the time.  Tonight I wrote a composition for English III.  I’m tired tonight. 

 

September 24, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school.  In the Chemistry test we took the other day I got 92%.  Mother and Dad are now up to 

Saranac Inn.  Bob didn’t go to college today because he had a cold.  We got our own dinner at noon.  I 

went to lab today.  After school I played 3 holes of golf and then after supper played touch football.  Did 

homework tonight. 

 

September 25, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Bob left for college at 7:15 a.m.  I got up then and after breakfast left for school.  At 11 o’clock this 

morning we went to the first Sodality meeting.  Jack Dee was elected Prefect, Ann Bright, Secretary, Art 

Bigsby, Treasurer.  We got out of school at 3 and then I fooled around.  Bob and I went up and ate 

supper at the Bellevue Club.  Frani came over tonight.  It rained. 
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September 26, 1945 Wednesday 

 

No school because it is the 100
th

 Anniversary of the I. H. of Mary Nuns (Immaculate Heart of Mary 

nuns – I.H.M. – a Catholic religion institute of sisters).  This morning I played a short game of touch 

football.  This afternoon I took Frani up to the Bellevue Club and we played 27 holes of golf.  I didn’t 

even break 100 (got 102), and Frani got 120.  We were out of practice.  The last nine holes we played I 

got 49.  I improved and got my old swing back.  Mother and Dad came home tonight. 

 

September 27, 1945 Thursday 

 

Mother got up and got my breakfast this morning.  In English we wrote the whole period.  We wrote 

during Religion too because Sr. Pieta went away.  Last period (Study) I did some Intermediate Algebra.  

After school I hung around and at 5:15 Bob took me for a driving lesson.  Frani and I played basketball 

in the lot and I did homework tonight. 

 

September 28, 1945 Friday 

 

Mother gave us some questions to do during Chemistry because Sr. Pieta is in Scranton.  In English I 

read out loud.  At 11 we said the Office of the B.V. (Office of the Blessed Virgin) in Church.  This 

afternoon we had half hour periods and got out at 2:45. After school I played 9 holes of golf (6 holes 

with Bill Stockford).  I parred hole 15 and got on hole 14 with a 5 iron.  Stayed with Clancy kids 

tonight. 

 

September 29, 1945 Saturday 

 

When I got up at 10:30 this morning it was raining.  I went down city (Syracuse), to the bank, got my 

learners permit renewed (see image next page).  Then I ate dinner at Edwards with Clem.  All day it 

rained lightly.  Frani came over this afternoon and we played football with Gordon.  I took a drive out 

Genesee Street also.  Stayed with Clancys again tonight. 

 

September 30, 1945 Sunday 

 

This morning at 2 o’clock all clocks were set back an hour to regular time instead of war time.  I drove 

with Bob to the 8:30 Mass this a.m. and afterwards read a short story.  At 1 we (family) ate dinner at 

Drumlins.  This afternoon Bob and I fooled around at the Bellevue Club.  Tonight Gord (Gordon 

Wakeman), Don La Casse, Dick (‘Dutch’) Hennessy, Frani, and I played touch football.  Again I stayed 

at Clancy’s. 
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Paul acquired this Learner’s Permit to drive on September 29

th
, 1945. 

At 16 ½ years old he stood 5’6” tall and weighed 121 pounds. 
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October 1945 
 

October 1, 1945 Monday 

 

I never saw so much rain.  It started at 3 a.m. today and at 10:45 p.m. it is still raining.  Every teacher 

gave us a lot of homework.  We started on fractions in Intermediate Algebra.  I walked home and back 

to school in the rain this noon.  After school I came in and did my Intermediate Algebra and some 

Chemistry.  After supper I did the rest until 10:15. We had an awful lot. 

 

October 2, 1945 Tuesday 

 

More rain.  Today it rained on and off.  I did a problem on the board in Intermediate Algebra as usual.  

At 11 we went over to Church and had Chant.  Frani and I got a ride home with Mrs. Hefferon at noon.  

After school I went up to the park and watched Rosary vs Cathedral in soccer.  We won 1 to 0.  We have 

won 2 out of 2 games.  Tonight I did an awful lot of homework until 11 o’clock. 

 

October 3, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Overnight it turned cold out.  The sun shone most of the day.  This afternoon we answered questions in 

History.  Last period lab we had in our homeroom.  After school I went down city, got my shoes half-

souled and bought new shoes.  Then I rode home with Dad.  Tonight I did homework in Chemistry, 

Intermediate Algebra, Latin, History.  Listened to the radio also. 

 

October 4, 1945 Thursday 

 

A nice day.  Last night there was a slight frost.  During Chemistry we balanced equations.  We also had 

a test in Intermediate Algebra.  In Religion we stood up along the wall and answered questions.  Tonight 

after school I got my hair cut at Skip’s and then Bob and I went for a driving lesson.  Tonight I went to 

Confession.  Donahues came over tonight. 

 

October 5, 1945 Friday 

 

First Friday.  Clem and I went to Mass and Communion at 7:15. Then we went to school at 9 a.m.  In the 

test in Intermediate Algebra which I took yesterday I got 80%.  After school I went up to the Bellevue 

Club and Billy Entwistle and I played 4 holes in which I did pretty bad.  Rosary tied St. Lucy’s in a 

soccer game.  I stayed with Clancys tonight.  Frani came over. 

 

October 6, 1945 Saturday 

 

I awoke at 10 o’clock this a.m. and then helped Mother canning grape jelly.  After dinner I walked up to 

the Bellevue Club and then to Wadsworth Park and watched a football game.  Later Gordon Wakeman, 

Frani, Jimmie Murray, and I played touch football across the street.  Tonight I went over and stayed at 

Clancy’s.  Did my Algebra homework. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               97            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

October 7, 1945 Sunday 

 

The whole family attended the 8:30 Mass and all received Communion.  It rained this morning and Bob 

and I went for a drive out Genesee Street and around.  We ate dinner at home today and this afternoon 

Bob and I fooled around (golf) at the Bellevue Club.  Billy Entwistle and I went for a short drive.  Later 

I played football with Gord., Bob, etc.  Did homework at Clancy’s again. 

 

October 8, 1945 Monday 

 

Today I got to school early in the morning.  In English III we took a test and in Religion we handed in 

compositions on our Guardian Angel.  Mother got me my dinner at noon.  After school (rained) I went 

down city and looked for a sport coat but didn’t get one.  Tonight (still raining) I did my homework 

from 7 to 10 p.m. 

 

October 9, 1945 Tuesday 

 

This morning when I got up I didn’t feel very good.  I rode to Church at 8:45 with Dad and (his brother) 

Clem.  It was the ending of 40 hours and was over at 10:15. I walked all around until 11:15.  This 

afternoon we went to the auditorium and heard a play.  After school (Most Holy) Rosary beat St. Pat’s 2 

to 1 in a soccer game.  I went to bed sick tonight. 

 

October 10, 1945 Wednesday 

 

I didn’t go to school today.  Last night I had a temperature of 103 degrees at 7 p.m.  It went down later 

in the evening though.  Today my temperature was exactly normal.  This afternoon I lay in bed and 

listened to the final game of the World Series in which the Detroit Tigers beat the Chicago Cubs 9 to 3.  

I got dressed at 4 and tonight I did some homework for tomorrow. 

 

October 11, 1945 Thursday 

 

After getting up at 7:15 to go to school I didn’t feel very good so I went back to bed.  I didn’t have any 

temperature so this afternoon I went shopping (in the car) with Mother.  I got chills and when I got home 

went to bed with a temperature again.  Tonight I had a high temperature of 102 degrees all evening and 

didn’t sleep very good tonight. 

 

October 12, 1945 Friday 

 

Columbus Day.  No school!  I was sick anyway.  I slept until 11 a.m. and at 11:30 my temperature was 

101 degrees. I just didn’t feel good.  Mother brought me my breakfast and lunch (later) in bed.  This 

afternoon Warren Shultis (a sailor friend of Bob’s) came and is staying at our house.  I ate supper down 

stairs and tonight Clem slept in my room. 

 

October 13, 1945 Saturday 

 

I felt a little better today but still am not well yet.  This morning I awoke at 9:30. I stayed up the rest of 

the day but didn’t get dressed until 3 o’clock this afternoon.  I just listened to football games on the 

radio this p.m.  Tonight Frani came over.  I went to bed at 11 o’clock. 
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October 14, 1945 Sunday 

 

The family all went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass (myself too).  It was raining and rained all day.  After 

Mass we sat and talked in the living room.  Warren Shultis and Tom Anderson, sailors, were with us.  

After dinner I didn’t feel good and laid down.  Tonight I laid in Bob’s bed.  I have a 99-degree 

temperature. 

 

October 15, 1945 Monday 

 

Still sick.  I didn’t wake up until 10 o’clock and just sat around all morning.  This afternoon I had a 

temperature of 99 degrees and I set up my electric train.  After supper tonight I had an increased 

temperature of 99.9 degrees and then I listened to the radio.  It is raining very hard at 10:30 p.m. 

 

October 16, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Again I slept until 9:30 a.m.  I felt about the same but my throat felt foggy.  I laid around all morning.  

After dinner Mother and I went over to Dr. Thornton in the car.  He said I have a slight infection in my 

throat.  I have been gargling, etc.  Tonight I did some Intermediate Algebra problems and listened to the 

radio. 

 

October 17, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Felt much better when I awoke at 9:30 in the morning.  I did some studying in Chemistry after breakfast.  

Yesterday Rosary beat St. John the Evangelist 1 to 0 in a soccer game.  This afternoon I went down city 

and drew some money from the bank.  When I got home I raked up some leaves out back.  Then I drove 

to the store, etc., with Bob.  Tonight we packed. 

 

October 18, 1945 Thursday 

 

A beautiful day.  We all got up at 7 a.m. and prepared to go to New York City.  Clem took us to the train 

station and at 9:30 we started on the train for New York.  It was quite a long ride (we ate dinner on train) 

and we arrived at 3:30. We got 2 rooms at the Woodstock Hotel and then ascended the Empire State 

building (102 stories) – what scenery! (see image next page).  Then we ate supper and went to Radio 

City.  The theater that we went to is immense.  We saw a movie, the Rockettes, a ventriloquist, etc.  We 

then walked down 5
th

 Avenue and home to the hotel. 
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Paul visited the Empire State Building on October 19

th
 and bought this postcard  

 

 

October 19, 1945 Friday 

 

Mother and Dad’s 25
th

 Wedding Anniversary.  We got up and went to Mass at 9 a.m. (Communion also) 

in the beautiful immense St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  We then ate breakfast at Schrafft’s, looked at the 

library, and went through a department store.  This afternoon Bob and I went up to Hayden’s 

Planetarium and saw the show.  It was very good.  We walked through the Central Park and back to the 

hotel (we are now in the Roosevelt Hotel).  Tonight the family went to the New York Hotel, ate, and 

watched an ice show.  Mother has an orchid.  Bob and I took the Radio City tour. 

 

October 20, 1945 Saturday 

 

This morning after breakfast Dad, Bob, and I went over to Radio City to a Science show.  This was very 

interesting and large.  We stayed there for about 1 ½ hours and then after eating dinner we took the 5
th

 

Avenue bus to the Frick Museum and looked at paintings.  Then to the New York Museum of Fine Art 

and the Zoo (just Dad and I).  Dad and I got back to the hotel at 3:30. Then Mother, Dad, and I went 

over to Macy’s (very large) and looked around.  Tonight we ate and went to the Roxy theater to a movie 

and stage show.  We stopped at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel afterwards. 
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October 21, 1945 Sunday 

 

Rising at 8 a.m. we attended Mass in St. Patrick’s Cathedral at 9 o’clock.  The bishop said the Mass.  

After eating at Child’s we took a subway over to Wall Street (first time I rode in speedy subway).  Then 

we took a boat out on New York Harbor, past the Statue of Liberty (image below).  It is a very nice day 

and the scenery was good.  After passing many big ships we ended up on Statue Island.  When we got 

back in the Wall Street section we went to the locks on the Hudson and after waiting for one hour we 

went on the battleship Enterprise (image below).  It is mammoth.  Then we took the subway back, ate 

dinner, and then we went and got our homebound train.  We arrived home (Bob and I) at 9:05 at night. 

 

  
     Paul visited the Statue of Liberty & the Enterprise on October 22

nd
 and bought these postcards  

 

 

October 22, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school.  After getting up and getting my own breakfast I went to school.  The leaves are falling 

very rapidly.  I am quite behind in my subjects, especially Intermediate Algebra.  At noon I got my 

dinner.  I am behind in Latin III quite a bit.  We made chlorine in lab.  After school I met Jim Manning 

(soldier) and we attempted to play golf but after one hole it began raining very hard and at 11:30 p.m. 

tonight is still doing so.  Tonight I did Chemistry, Intermediate Algebra, and Latin III homework. 
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October 23, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Bob got up at 6:30 and went to college for an 8 o’clock class.  I got a ride to school with (Uncle) Clem 

(Conan) because it is raining at 7 a.m.  My Intermediate Algebra is hard for me because I missed so 

much.  I got my dinner at noon again.  During my study I made up some Latin III.  After school I came 

home in the rain.  Bob took me for a driving lesson and we ate at the Bellevue Club.  I did homework 

tonight. 

 

October 24, 1945 Wednesday 

 

The rain which started on Monday afternoon is still continuing at 11 o’clock tonight.  School was good 

as usual.  This noon Mrs. Clancy invited me over for lunch.  After school I went for a short driving 

lesson and did a little homework.  After supper I did my Intermediate Algebra and Chemistry.  At 9 we 

went down to get Mother and Dad and drove for about 20 minutes in the dark waiting.  They came at 10. 

 

October 25, 1945 Thursday 

 

Mother and Dad are now back home.  They went on the destroyer Missouri on which the peace terms 

were signed.  I rode to school with Malcolm Goetting.  Inci (Sr. Incarnata) was mad because I didn’t 

have all my homework in Intermediate Algebra.  At 1 we went to a lecture and then I had studies from 2 

to 3:15. I got my bike at the Bellevue Club after school.  Tonight I did homework from 7:30 to 10:00 

p.m. 

 

October 26, 1945 Friday 

 

In school we had a test in Intermediate Algebra.  I did pretty bad I think (absence didn’t help any).  In 

English I read out loud.  At 11 o’clock we went over to the auditorium and said the Office (B. V. Office 

which is the Blessed Virgin Mary Office).  We had a test in History and after school I walked up to the 

Bellevue club with Jim Manning and Bob.  It rained and I stayed in tonight. 

 

October 27, 1945 Saturday 

 

After getting up at 9 o’clock I vacuumed the rugs and took down the screens.  This afternoon Frani and I 

went to the Syracuse-Dartmouth football game in which Dartmouth won 8 to 0.  It was awfully muddy.  

Tonight Frani and I fooled around.   

 

October 28, 1945 Sunday 

 

I got up alone and walked to the 8:30 Mass.  It is the Feast of Christ the King and we said prayers etc. 

before Mass.  After Mass I just hung around the house.  We (the family) went out to Drumlins to eat and 

then Mother and Dad drove Bob and I to the Bellevue Club.  We played 6 holes and I did pretty bad.  I 

did homework tonight until 9. 

 

October 29, 1945 Monday 

 

After arising at 7:30 and eating breakfast, I walked to school with Mary Finkbeiner.  In Chemistry she 

got me up and asked me a lot of questions.  A recent Algebra test we took I got 65% (not too bad for 

being absent).  After school I played 4 holes with Jim and Bob.  I parred hole 3.  Bob and I got our own 

supper as Mother and Dad went to the movies.  Did homework from 7 to 10. 
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October 30, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Bob’s birthday.  He is 21 years old.  I did a problem on the board in Intermediate Algebra today.  At 11 

we went over to Church for Chant.  As usual I walked home with the boys.  During my study I did Latin 

and finished up after school.  At 3:30 I went to the barbers down city, got Bob a book of music, went up 

on the hill (Syracuse University) and tonight fooled around. 

 

October 31, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Halloween!  Went to school as usual.  At 2:30 went to the auditorium and heard a lecture by a priest.  

After school I went to Confession.  I drove down through the city to get Dad.  Tonight went over to 

school and then fooled around, ending up at Ann Byron’s house where there was a party.  We went in 

(Lang brothers, etc.) and I danced with J. Schneider, M. Anderson, A. Byron. 
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November 1945 
 

November 1, 1945 Thursday 

 

All Saints Day.  No School!  After getting home at 1 o’clock this morning I got up at 9 and went to 10 

o’clock Mass.  After Mass Kevin, Frani, etc., came over and we played touch football.  Then Kevin ate 

dinner with me and we played rough football at the park - also Dick (‘Dutch’) Hennessy, Don La Casse, 

Bud Quinn.  We fixed our basket across the street.  Did homework tonight. 

 

November 2, 1945 Friday 

 

All Souls Day and First Friday.  It was pouring rain and (Uncle) Clem (Conan) drove me to 7:45 Mass 

and I received Communion.  I came home afterwards and ate breakfast.  We didn’t have Chemistry this 

morning.  After school Bob and I took a little drive (I drove naturally) on Genesee Street.  Tonight Frani 

and I fooled around and then went up to Jeanette Schneider’s and talked. 

 

November 3, 1945 Saturday 

 

It was raining this morning and I slept until 11 o’clock this morning.  I cleaned the rugs and did my 

Latin III homework.  At about 2:30 I walked down to Doc’s.  Later I played touch football across the 

street with Frani, etc.  Tonight I got ready and went up with Frani to the Bellevue Club Junior Dance.  I 

danced with about 5 different girls. 

 

November 4, 1945 Sunday 

 

Last night I got home at about 1 o’clock.  This morning I got up and went to 8:30 Mass and 

Communion.  After Mass Frani and I played basketball and then Kevin and Dutch (Hennessy) came over 

and we played football.  We ate dinner home and Bob and I went for a driving lesson.  It was snowing 

today (a few flurries).  After supper I went to sleep on the davenport. 

 

November 5, 1945 Monday 

 

Last night there was a heavy frost and this morning it was quite chilly out.  In Chemistry we are learning 

valences and writing formulas.  All during English we wrote.  After school I went down city (rode in car 

down with John Moody) and got my shoes fixed, then made an appointment for my driving test on 

Friday.  Later I played basketball across the street.  I did my homework tonight. 

 

November 6, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Nice bright day.  We did graphs in Intermediate Algebra and again wrote during English.  At 11 we 

went over to the Choir room for Chant.  This noon I got my own dinner because Mother was down city.  

I had a Study last period.  After school Frani, Dutch, and I went up to the park and played rough football 

with B. Martin, Bob Hill, Dick (‘Dutch’) Hennessy, Don La Casse, etc.  Did homework tonight. 
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November 7, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Warm today.  Today Sr. Pieta gave us a test on valences in Chemistry.  I did a problem on the board in 

Intermediate Algebra.  My seat has been changed in home room and Religion.  We have to memorize a 

lot in Religion.  We wrote in our lab books during Chemistry lab.  After school I cut down the bush by 

the garage.  Tonight as usual I again did homework from 7:30 to 10:30. 

 

November 8, 1945 Thursday 

 

All these last few days the weather has been beautiful.  As usual I went to school.  We are on exponents 

in Intermediate Algebra.  At noon Mother got my dinner.  During my last period Study I did History.  

After school I went up to the Bellevue Club and played 3 holes of golf with Billy Entwistle, L. 

Schneider, etc.  Tonight Bob and I took a short practice drive.  Then did homework. 

 

November 9, 1945 Friday 

 

Got to school early this morning.  We stood in line for Chemistry and I didn’t miss.  At 11 we went over 

to a Sodality meeting.  After school Bob picked me up at school and I drove up Salina Street to the place 

where the driving test starts.  Bob Korta came too.  I took the test and did pretty good.  Tonight Bob and 

I went to Doc’s and went to bed. 

 

November 10, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 9:30 this morning.  After breakfast I washed and put up the storm windows.  This afternoon 

I played touch football across the street.  Bob and I walked up to the Bellevue Club but came back after 

a little while.  Tonight I went over to Frani’s and then came home at 8:30. I took a bath, listened to the 

radio, and went to bed at 11 o’clock. 

 

November 11, 1945 Sunday 

 

Bob and I went to the 9:45 o’clock Mass.  It is cold out today.  After Mass I played basketball for about 

15 minutes across the street, and then it started to rain.  At 12:30 we all went up to Drumlins for dinner.  

Then we went up to the Bellevue Club (just Mother, Bob, and I) and watched them bowl.  Mother won 

$10 on the machines.  Tonight I did Chemistry and listened to the radio.  Raining hard. 

 

November 12, 1945 Monday 

 

No school!  Yesterday was Armistice Day and we celebrated it today.  After getting up at 9:30 I went up 

to the park with Kevin, Dick (‘Dutch’) Hennessy, etc., and played football (rough).  This afternoon 

Dutch and I went up to the Bellevue Club and played 18 holes of golf.  It was beautiful out.  I shot 100.  

I got 2 pars and a birdie 2 on hole 14.  I also bowled about 10 balls.  Studied tonight. 

 

November 13, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Back to school!  I got my letter from the Motor Bureau and I failed my driving test but most people fail 

the first one.  This afternoon in History I was playing tic-tac-toe and Sr. Demetrius clipped me.  It was 

my day for a Study last period.  I stayed for Latin after school.  Tonight I stayed home alone and did my 

homework. 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               105            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

November 14, 1945 Wednesday 

 

We are learning about acids, bases, and salts in Chemistry.  During Intermediate Algebra I wrote on the 

board and in English we had a test.  It is colder today and the sun didn’t shine at all.  This afternoon 

History was dull as usual but Chemistry lab was interesting.  After school I played touch football and 

also basketball with Frani, Dutch, Jimmie Murray, etc.  Did my homework tonight. 

 

November 15, 1945 Thursday 

 

Early this morning the temperature was below 30 degrees.  Going to school it was pretty cold.  I came 

home at noon for lunch as usual.  Last period which was a Study period I got my Intermediate Algebra 

and Chemistry done.  After school I planted some tulips for Mother and played basketball across the 

street.  Tonight I listened to the radio and studied Latin. 

 

November 16, 1945 Friday 

 

Snowed for first time today!  During Chemistry period it started to snow and snowed hard for about an 

hour.  There was some on the grass.  Last period we recited the Office of B.V. (Blessed Virgin Mary).  

After History this afternoon we practiced singing in Church.  Then I met (Uncle) Clem (Conan) in front 

of school and drove his car around Strathmore (a neighborhood in Syracuse) for an hour.  Afterwards I 

played basketball.  Went to Doc’s tonight. 

 

November 17, 1945 Saturday 

 

Rainy day!  After waking up at 10 o’clock and eating breakfast I rode down city with Mother.  I went to 

Wells and Coverly and inquired about a job for Christmas.  This afternoon (I ate dinner down city) I 

listened to the Syracuse-Colgate game in which Colgate won 7 to 6 and then played touch football in the 

road with kids.  Tonight I walked over to Confession and listened to the radio. 

 

November 18, 1945 Sunday 

 

I drove with Bob to the 8:30 Mass.  It was Sodality Sunday in which we sang a high Mass and received 

Holy Communion.  After Mass I did my Chemistry homework.  We ate dinner at home and then Frani 

and I went up to the Bellevue Club and hung around until 6.  Mother came up and we bowled (first time 

this year) 4 games (Mother 2 games).  I got 103, 112, 136, 138. 

 

November 19, 1945 Monday 

 

School!  Bob and I rose at 7:30 and I walked to school.  This noon Mother got my dinner.  At 1:30 it 

started to rain and continued all afternoon and evening.  After school I went down city to Dad’s office 

and then over and got another appointment for a drivers test.  Bob and I got our own supper and tonight I 

did homework from 7 to 10. 

 

November 20, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Snow.  The rain last night turned to snow and this morning the ground was covered with snow.  It was 

30 degrees and a cold wind out.  Third period we went to our home room and waited until Monsignor 

came and gave us our report cards.  I got an average of 80%.  After school I went down city, met 

Mother, and looked for an overcoat.  I got my haircut and tonight did Chemistry. 
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November 21, 1945 Wednesday 

 

The little snow that was on the ground has melted.  During English we just read aloud.  This afternoon 

we had our first period and then we went to a Thanksgiving Party in Priory hall which our class (juniors) 

sponsored.  After school Kevin, Frani, Dutch, etc. played touch football across the street.  Tonight I 

washed my hair and listened to the radio. 

 

November 22, 1945 Thursday 

 

I slept until 10:30 this morning.  Then I went out and planted some daffodils.  After that we (the kids) 

played touch football in the road across the street.  We ate our turkey (deluxe) dinner at 3:30. Before 

Bob and I drove the car around, and after we drove up to the driving place.  Tonight Bob, Frani, Mother, 

and I bowled at the Bellevue Club taking turns setting pins. 

 

November 23, 1945 Friday 

 

No school.  Dad drove me down city and at 11 o’clock I took my second driver’s test.  I didn’t do very 

good but think I passed it (see image next page).  This afternoon I went up and played 6 holes of golf but 

it was too cold.  I went in the Bellevue Club and Dutch and I set pins (bowling) for the ladies.  Tonight 

Dutch and I fooled around at the store. 

 

November 24, 1945 Saturday 

 

Today a girl came to help Mother.  I got up at 9:30 and then at 11:30 went over to Kevin’s house.  Later 

I came home to eat dinner alone and then went back over.  I went down to Doc’s and called up Peggy 

Delaney about going to a movie but she is in Utica.  I read a little and tonight went to a party at Mary’s 

house.  We danced all evening.  Then I walked up with Tish Coffey. 

 

November 25, 1945 Sunday 

 

Last night at about 9:30 it started to snow.  When we walked up with the girls it was cold and slippery.  I 

got home at 2 a.m.  This morning Bob and I rode to 11 o’clock Mass with (Uncle) Clem.  This afternoon 

I played touch tackle across the street with Gus Roe, Dutch, Skip Brennan, etc.  Tonight it snowed a 

little more.  I did my Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra and am very tired. 

 

November 26, 1945 Monday 

 

Went to school today.  Just read during English.  This noon I came home for my lunch as usual.  Last 

period this afternoon we had a lab.  After school I went down city and shopped around for an overcoat.  

Mother, Dad, and I ate supper at Edwards and then they came and looked with me.  We finally bought 

an overcoat (blue) at MacGregory.  After getting home at 9 I did homework until 11:30. 

 

November 27, 1945 Tuesday 

 

We are having radicals which are very hard in Intermediate Algebra.  Last period this morning we went 

to Chant.  We (boys) fooled around a lot during it.  This noon I got my own lunch.  Last period I got my 

Chemistry done.  After school I stopped in Doc’s on way home and then Frani and I played kicking 

goals.  Tonight I did homework from 7:30 to 10:30. 
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1945 New York State Junior Operator’s License 
 

 

 
This is the driver’s license Paul earned when he passed his driver’s test on November 23

rd
, 1945 
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November 28, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Malcolm Goetting gave me a ride to school because it was raining.  In Algebra I wrote on the board all 

the period.  We had Religion as usual.  I took my lunch and all during the noon hour I copied Bob Ealy’s 

History.  We had another lab today.  After school it was raining.  At 5:30 I went down city and ate with 

Dad and Mother.  Did homework tonight. 

 

November 29, 1945 Thursday 

 

During last night the rained turned to snow and all morning it snowed hard.  I ate my lunch at school 

again and did some Chemistry.  At 3:30 the snow was about a foot deep.  The car was in the driveway 

with the battery dead.  I shoveled the sidewalk, etc.  I am still wearing no hat.  I did my homework 

consisting of Chemistry, Intermediate Algebra, and Latin III tonight. 

 

November 30, 1945 Friday 

 

Most Holy Rosary loses first basketball game 26 to 24 playing Cathedral.  At 11 o’clock this morning 

we went down stairs to a Sodality meeting.  Mary Anderson and Jeanette Schneider are cheer leaders.  

Also are Peggy Delaney, Phyllis Kennedy, and Catherine Carroll.  I ate dinner at home this noon.  Later 

tonight I watched a varsity basketball game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               109            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

December 1945 
 

December 1, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 10 o’clock and then rode down city on the bus with Mother.  I went alone to the bank, 

bought a scarf and glove set at Wells and Coverly and shopped around for small things.  This afternoon I 

played touch football in the icy road.  Gord (Gordon) Wakeman and the other kids played (Don La 

Casse).  Tonight I listened to the radio, did my Intermediate Algebra, and took a bath. 

 

December 2, 1945 Sunday 

 

When I went to 8:30 Mass it was 11 degrees above zero.  I wore my new overcoat and scarf and gloves.  

After Mass I did my Chemistry.  We ate dinner at 1:30 and at 3 Kevin, Neal Cuddy, and I went out to 

Drumlins ice skating (1
st
 time this winter).  We had fun and at 5:30 I came home alone.  I wore ear 

muffs.  I did my English and finished Latin tonight.  Also read. 

 

December 3, 1945 Monday 

 

Went to school and got a ride with Malcolm Goetting.  It was warm and melting this morning.  I have a 

slight cold.  When I walked home this noon with Bud Priest it was raining.  We had lab last period.  

After school I rode with Bud Priest down city in John Moody’s truck.  I looked around for a sport coat 

and later Dad and I looked at Learbury’s.  Tonight I did homework  

  

December 4, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Bob got up at 6:30 and didn’t set the alarm for me at 7:30. As a result I overslept until 7:50.  I got to 

school on time although.  Last night half of the snow melted.  At 11 this morning we had Chant.  At 

noon I got my own dinner.  After school I went down city to meet Mother but didn’t.  Dad went to 

Buffalo today.  I read tonight. 

 

December 5, 1945 Wednesday 

 

This morning I went to Mass and Communion at 7:45 to begin our retreat.  Monsignor informed us that 

the retreat master is ill and the retreat has to be postponed.  I came home for breakfast.  During English I 

had a study.  I ate my lunch at school this noon.  After school Frani and I fooled around with the 

basketball across the street.  Tonight I read and did a little homework. 

 

December 6, 1945 Thursday 

 

It froze last night and it was glare ice going to school.  I just about made it without falling.  I got to 

school at 8:30 and hung around until 9:30 when we had Intermediate Algebra in which I wrote on the 

board.  Then we (Juniors) went over to the auditorium and practiced for the Christmas play.  After 

school I went up to Confession and then hung out with all the boys.  I went down city for Mother and 

tonight read some. 
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December 7, 1945 Friday 

 

(Uncle) Clem (Conan) and I got up at 6:30 and went to Mass and Communion at 7:15. We had our 

Intermediate Algebra and English classes and then went down in Priory Hall and sang and then there 

was a pep meeting.  This afternoon at 2:30 we went over to Church for the reception of new members 

into the Sodality.  Tonight Frani and I went to basketball game at St. Anthony’s.  We lost 59 to 45. 

 

December 8, 1945 Saturday 

 

After getting up at 8 and going to the 9 o’clock Mass and Communion Mother and I went down city.  

When we got down I found out I forgot my bankbook and I drove alone home and back down city.  I ate 

dinner with Mother and Dad and then shopped all over for a sport coat and pants which I bought.  I got 

home at 5 and fooled around.  Tonight I took a bath, etc. 

 

December 9, 1945 Sunday 

 

I got up and walked to the 8:30 Mass and Communion.  Afterwards I walked up to Franks and hung 

around for a while with Joe Brown, etc.  After getting home I had a snowball fight with Frani, etc.  We 

ate dinner at home.  I stayed in for a while and also fooled around this afternoon.  Tonight I finished my 

project for Religion. 

 

December 10, 1945 Monday 

 

Back to school!  There is no snow at all on the ground (there are small patches here and there).  We had 

a test in Intermediate Algebra and in Religion.  I got a ride home at noon and ate dinner at home.  We 

had a Chemistry lab last period.  After school Frani and I played basketball across the street.  It was fun.  

Tonight Bob and I ate alone.  I called up Peggy Delaney and asked her to go to a movie tonight. 

 

December 11, 1945 Tuesday 

 

When I got up I had a sore throat but went to school anyway.  Last night it snowed a little and covered 

the ground.  This morning we had Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra and then went over and practiced 

for the Christmas play.  I ate dinner at school and after Latin and Study we went over and practiced 

again.  Afterwards I went down city.  Went to bed tonight. 

 

December 12, 1945 Wednesday 

 

I didn’t feel good this morning when I woke up.  I had a sore throat.  All morning, afternoon, and 

evening I stayed in bed mostly.  I gargled four times and listened to the radio all day.  Tonight I was 

supposed to be in the Christmas Play but of course didn’t go.  It snowed some today and is quite cold.  It 

is 17 degrees at 4 p.m. 

 

December 13, 1945 Thursday 

 

I stayed home from school again today.  I woke up at 9:30 a.m. and still had my sore throat.  I stayed in 

bed some of the morning and listened to the radio.  This afternoon I also listened in bed.  I gargled every 

so often all day.  Tonight I did my Chemistry homework.  I feel some better tonight. 
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December 14, 1945 Friday 

 

My throat was still kind of sore so I stayed home today again.  I listened to the radio programs all day 

and got dressed after dinner.  I was home alone all day as Mother is down city (Syracuse).  At 5 Bob 

drove down after Dad and Kevin and I came too.  Tonight I went to the Lucy-Rosary basketball game.  

We lost in the last minutes 46 to 43 (our 3
rd

 loss). 

 

December 15, 1945 Saturday 

 

After getting up at 10 I ate and went down city shopping.  I went to the bank also.  The city was awfully 

crowded.  This afternoon I stayed in the house.  My cold has gone from my throat to my nose.  My nose 

is quite stuffy.  Tonight at 8 I went to a party but hardly danced at all.  It was a fair party. 

 

December 16, 1945 Sunday 

 

After getting in at 1:30 this morning I went to the 11 o’clock Mass.  Clem gave Bob and I a ride to and 

from Church.  We ate a lunch at home and Bob and I went up by the Bellevue Club and drove around 

for a while.  I drove some.  At 4 we met Pomeroys at the University Club, heard a concert, ate supper, 

and then went out to their house and heard music.  It is very cold tonight. 

 

December 17, 1945 Monday 

 

This morning I arose at 11 o’clock.  After eating breakfast and dinner together I went down city.  After 

shopping for Christmas presents I met Kevin and we did shopping together.  Last night when up to 

Pomeroys I visited the Phalens who now live across the street.  Tonight Bob and I ate supper alone and I 

listened to the radio. 

 

December 18, 1945 Tuesday 

 

I woke up at 9:15 a.m. today.  Then I walked down to get my hair cut but the barber is sick.  On the way 

home I got my ice skates which were sharpened.  I also stopped at Kevin’s.  After dinner Kevin and I 

went down city and shopped and then went to C.B.A. (Christian Brothers Academy)-Nottingham 

basketball game.  C.B.A. was in first place.  I also went with Kevin to buy a Christmas tree.  Tonight I 

again called up Peggy about going out Friday night but she is working at the Post Office and doesn’t 

know if she will be able to.  I read some tonight.  It is still cold out. 

 

December 19, 1945 Wednesday 

 

Bob and I rose at 9:30 this morning.  Our piano was given back to McCains and a new one was brought 

in that we bought.  I read some this morning and afternoon.  After dinner I got Kevin and we fooled 

around all afternoon.  It snowed too all afternoon.  We played basketball across the street.  Tonight I 

went to Doc’s, and Dutch (Hennessy) and I stopped at Mary’s and I danced with her. 
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December 20, 1945 Thursday 

 

When I got up this a.m. Mother asked me to take the car out.  I did but it wouldn’t start afterwards.  I 

went down city and got my hair cut and also ate dinner with Dad.  After getting home Kevin and I 

played basketball across the street (with Kevin’s brother).  Later we went down and mailed some 

packages for Mother.  Tonight Kevin and I went to Mary’s and danced and sat around.  I called up 

Peggy again tonight but she has the flu and a temperature and can’t go to the movies tomorrow night.  

Kevin and I were sliding down the street on my toboggan tonight. 

 

December 21, 1945 Friday 

 

A good exciting day.  After rising at 9:30 today I shoveled our sidewalk and then went shopping at 

Loblaws (Grocery Store) with Mother.  This afternoon I played basketball across the street.  Nog Headd 

also played.  At 4:30 I had a tooth filled at the dentist.  I bought some Christmas cards and then rode 

home with Dad.  Tonight Kevin and I went over to Onondaga Park.  We met Nancy Curling and Betty 

Wood (Kevin goes with Nancy) and skated around twice with Betty Wood.  Then we walked to Nancy’s 

and I walked Betty home.  Came home then. 

 

December 22, 1945 Saturday 

 

Again Bob and I got up at 9:30 and I dusted the stairs, furniture, and floors for Mother.  This afternoon 

Bob and I went down city and shopped for presents for (Uncle) Clem (Conan) and (Uncle) Jimmie 

(O’Brien).  After getting home at 3:30 I played basketball over in the lot with Don La Casse and other 

kids.  Tonight I went over to Confession and then watched skating at the park.  Frani was there.  It was 

awfully cold tonight and I just had ear muffs on.  We walked from the park to Clocks and then got a bus 

home.  I took a bath tonight and got to bed at 12 midnight. 

 

December 23, 1945 Sunday 

 

Mother, Dad, and I went to Mass at 9:45 o’clock this morning.  I received Holy Communion.  

Afterwards I ate and read the papers.  At 1 we all went out to eat at Drumlins.  Then we got our 

Christmas tree and came home.  Tom Anderson (Navy) came up for a while.  Tonight Bob and I put up 

and put on lights of the Christmas tree. 

 

December 24, 1945 Monday 

 

 

Dad didn’t work today because the office is closed.  We got up at 9:30 and finished trimming the 

Christmas tree (Bob and I).  This afternoon I played basketball in the lot across the street with Wilbur 

Bowman (?).  Then we went down to the store and came up and gunned again (shot more baskets).  Bob 

and I put up the Christmas tree lights around the door and also green roping which looks very nice.  

Kevin and I also played basketball later.  Tonight I wrapped up all the packages and (Uncle) Clem 

(Conan), Jimmie (O’Brien) and Cecil and our family received our presents (Cecil is Jimmie O’Brien’s 

wife).  I got some swell skis with spring clamps and steel edges.  At 11 Bob and I drove down in the car 

to Cathedral and met Joe McGrath and sat in choir loft for beautiful midnight Mass by Bishop Foery. 
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My Christmas presents are: 

$32 pair of skis with spring clamps and steel edges 

A yellow sleeveless sweater 

$5 from (Uncle) Michael and Isabelle (O’Brien) 

A wallet with $2 from Bob 

A tee and a nice wool glove with leather palm from (Uncle) Jimmie and Cecil (O’Brien) 

A bowling shirt and a parker pen from (Uncle) Clement (Conan)  

 

December 25, 1945 Tuesday 

 

Christmas Day.  Last night (this morning) we got home from Mass and Communion at 2 o’clock.  We 

got up at 11 a.m.  It was raining and did so all day.  Bob and I drove over to give Sr. Pieta a Christmas 

present.  We (the family) ate dinner of turkey and all the fixings at 3 o’clock. 

Afterwards (Uncle) Michael (O’Brien) and (his wife) Isabelle (Thorpe O’Brien) came in.  Dutch 

(Hennessy) and I went to Kevin’s and then with Bud Quinn to Dutch’s.  Then Dutch and I went to 

Hefferon’s house and looked at their presents and sat around for quite a while.  Tonight later Clem and 

Polly (his girl) came up (Clem Conan and his future wife Pauline ‘Polly’ Vollmer).  The snow is 

melting. 

 

 
Helen and Bob Conan Sr. preparing Christmas dinner in 1966. 
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December 26, 1945 Wednesday 

 

I woke up at 11 o’clock this morning.  Frani came over and saw my presents and really liked my skis.  

Most of the snow has melted and it was raining this morning.  After lunch Frani and I went down city 

and I had my initials put on my wallet.  Then we rode home with Dad at 4 p.m.  Frani and I played 

basketball and Frani and Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy stood Jerry Murray (10 years old) and I and we won 20 

to 18 (I made the 20 points and was I hot).  Bob and I ate supper alone and tonight Frani and I went to 

drug store.  Kevin came over. 

 

Tonight Mother and Dad went to the annual St. Thomas More party.  Mother wore a long dress and Dad 

wore a tails tuxedo.  They both looked very nice. 

 

December 27, 1945 Thursday 

 

Kevin came over this morning and I helped Mother.  This afternoon Frani, Kevin, and I went out to 

Drumlins to skate but it was so awful we quit.  Upstairs there was a fashion show which we watched.  

Tonight I went down to Bud Finkbeiner’s and we went down on Grand Avenue to the Lang’s house to a 

party.  There were 9 boys and 9 girls.  I danced with 7 of the girls and Ed drove us home at 1:45.  We all 

had a good time.  The snow is melting. 

 

December 28, 1945 Friday 

 

Kevin got me up at 10:30 and then we gunned across the street (shot baskets).  Dick and Bernie Lang 

stopped by for a while.  This afternoon 7 of us boys played basketball.  What games and what fun!  One 

game we tried to play dirty for the heck of it.  We stopped at Dad’s and played the machine for a while.  

Tonight Kevin took Mary and I took Peggy Hemmer out to the Charity Guild Dance at Drumlins.  Bob 

drove us out.  I danced most of the dances.  We got a ride home in a car with a kid from C.B.A. 

 

December 29, 1945 Saturday 

 

I slept until 11 a.m. today and then helped Mother.  I ate my breakfast and lunch together.  Afterwards I 

played a game of basketball with Wilbur Bowman (?), Louie Goode, etc.  This afternoon Bob and I went 

to Bob Korta’s and played with his trains and saw some movies.  Tonight Kevin came over and we 

fooled around.  I went to bed at 10:45. 

 

December 30, 1945 Sunday 

 

Went to 10:45 Mass said by Father Lynch which lasted 25 minutes.  At 12:30 we went out to Drumlins 

for dinner.  Then we came back and took down the Christmas tree.  Dutch and I went in Frani’s house 

for a while.  Tonight Kevin came over at 7 and we went to Betty Wood’s house and then to Nancy 

Curling’s house.  We walked down Velasko Road and got a ride to the other side of Burnett Park to 

Peggy Carr’s house to a party.  I took Betty Wood and Kevin took Nancy.  We played games (darts, etc.) 

and I walked Betty home. 
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December 31, 1945 Monday 

 

Kevin and I got home at 1 last night.  Mother got Bob and I up at 10:30 and we worked until 12:30.  

Then I drove to store, etc. with Bob along for Mother.  After getting back Kevin and I drove down to 

Marble Dairy on Grand Ave.  Then we (other kids too) played basketball until 5 o’clock.  Tonight Frani 

and I went to the movies “Bells of St. Mary” with Bing Crosby. 
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January 1946 
 

Paul Conan Sr. was 16 years old when he wrote this.  His 17
th

 birthday is April 28
th

. 

 

January 1, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Happy New Year!  We went to the 11 o’clock mass.  It lasted 20 minutes.  We did dishes from the party 

Mother and Dad had last night before the party at the Bellevue Club.  We ate dinner at home and then I 

went to the movies alone at Loew’s State theater.  All day there has been snow flurries and it is getting 

colder.  I got home from the movies at 6:30 and ate supper with Bob.  I got ready for bed at 7:30 and I 

wrote my diary while listening to the radio.  Got to bed fairly early. 

 

January 2, 1946 Wednesday 

 

During the night it snowed three inches.  I got up at 7:30 a.m. and walked to school alone.  We had all 

our classes and I did work on the board in Int. Algebra.  After getting out at 11:45 I went home for 

dinner.  This afternoon we had Latin III and History.  Then we had a lab in which we made HCl.  After 

school Frani and I shoveled off the snow and played games of basketball.  After supper without Dad I 

did my homework and heard some programs on the radio. 

 

January 3, 1946 Thursday 

 

It wasn’t so cold today (20 degrees) and I walked to school as usual wearing no hat.  We stood for 

recitation in Chemistry and in Intermediate Algebra are solving quadratic equations.  I got a ride home 

this noon and got to school early and did my History.  Last period (study) I did tomorrow’s History.  

After school I came home and Frani and I went down city and bought a pair of ski boots at Knowland’s.  

We got home at 6:30 with Dad.  Tonight I did my Intermediate Algebra and Chemistry.  Got to bed at 

10:45 p.m. 

 

January 4, 1946 Friday 

 

Clem (Clement Conan is Paul’s father’s brother) and I went to Mass and Communion for 1
st
 Friday at 

7:15. At 9 I went to school.  I ate my lunch at home as usual.  After school there was a pep meeting but I 

came home.  Kevin came over and I drove over to the tailors with him.  We came back and fooled 

around outside.  After supper I walked down to Bert’s (Coling) and went to the basketball game at the 

Armory with the kids.  Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) won 32 to 30 over St. John the Evangelist.   

 

January 5, 1946 Saturday 

 

I got up at 10 and took my watch which I dropped and broke the bands off to the jewelers.  I also did 

some shopping.  After dinner I went down to Doc’s and later up to the Bellevue Club with Frani.  We 

just walked around.  The snow has melted and it is mild out.  Tonight Kevin came over at 7 and I got 

Betty Wood and he Nancy Curling and we went to the movies.  We sat in the balcony.  Afterwards we 

got something to eat at Child’s (restaurant).  I think Betty is a good kid. 
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January 6, 1946 Sunday 

 

After getting home at 12:15 I went to Mass at 11 o’clock this morning with Clem and Bob (Paul’s 

brother).  This weather we are having is remarkable.  Every bit of the snow has melted and it is very 

mild and warm.  We passed the football around after Mass.  At noon we ate at Drumlins.  When I got 

home I played touch football across the street with about 15 kids.  Dutch (Hennessy) and I went down to 

Doc’s afterwards.  Tonight, home alone, I did my Intermediate Algebra and some Chemistry. 

 

January 7, 1946 Monday 

 

School again!  Another day of no snow.  The temperature marked a record of 60 degrees yesterday.  

When I walked to school this morning it was 50 degrees.  Six golfers were playing at the Bellevue Club 

yesterday.  Pieta was very mad in Chemistry this morning.  We graphed more quadratic equations in 

Algebra.  At noon I got my own lunch as Mother was down city (Syracuse).  We made CO2 in the lab 

today.  After school we played football (Deni McCarthy, Griffon, Kevin, etc.).  Then I drove (with Bob 

along) down after Dad.  After supper I did Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra and worked very hard. 

 

January 8, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Guess What – I played 6 holes of golf today.  After school this afternoon Frani and I played the 6 holes 

of golf and I did good having some nice hits, especially on 18 drive.  Today was a little dark without the 

sun but still was nice and mild.  School was fair today.  We had Chant in the choir room at 11 o’clock.  

After eating at 5:30 I did my homework while Mother and Dad went to the movies.  Bob and Herb 

Leary also went.  Getting a little colder tonight. 

 

January 9, 1946 Wednesday 

 

This morning I rode to school with Clem (Paul’s uncle) and Dad as it was raining.  It rained on and off 

all morning.  When I came home from school at noon it had stopped.  We started logarithms today in 

Intermediate Algebra.  We had a test in Latin after getting back to school.  I made a visit to the chapel 

before Latin.  We worked in our workbooks in lab.  After school I went down city but didn’t do much.  

When I got home Dutch, Jimmie, Jean V., and I played basketball.  Tonight I did my homework.  Windy 

out tonight. 

 

January 10, 1946 Thursday 

 

This morning when I walked to school it was windy and colder.  We did ionization equations in 

Chemistry and logarithms in Intermediate Algebra.  In Religion we reviewed and memorized the 

questions as usual.  I came home to dinner at noon.  L. Heuschneider asked Tish Coffey to K.C. (Knights 

of Columbus?) today (dance).  We had fun in Latin III as usual.  I got some Chemistry done in study.  At 

school I gunned in the gym (basketball) for a while and then went down city and got my hair cut.  Did 

homework and wiped dishes tonight.  There is still no snow but it rained today. 
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January 11, 1946 Friday 

 

I got up at 7:30 and got to school on time.  Every day in Intermediate Algebra Bob, Ted, and I make a 

graph on the board.  I got back to school early at noon and gunned in the gym (basketball) with the 

Heuschneider brothers.  As usual History was boring.  I did Intermediate Algebra homework in Study.  

After school we played basketball across the street.  Bud Griffin, Dutch, etc. played.  Tonight Fran and I 

went to Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) for the game with St. John the Baptist.  We lost 35 to 29.  

“Oc” O’Connor, Jack Dee got thrown out for fighting.  What a rough game! 

 

January 12, 1946 Saturday 

 

After rising at 9:30 I helped Mother.  At 11:30 I went down to Doc’s and watched the kids play the 

pinball machine.  After lunch I hung around and later in the afternoon we (about 10 boys) played touch 

football on Vieau Drive (which intersects with Wolcott Ave where the Conan family lives).  At 4:30 

Frani, Bob and I got Dad’s suit at Learbury’s and then got groceries for Mother.  After supper I took the 

car alone and went over to Confession.  After getting home I called up Betty Wood and Nancy Curling 

and talked to them.  After a bath I went to bed at 11 o’clock.   

 

January 13, 1946 Sunday 

 

Snow.  I got up alone at 6:45, took Clem’s car and drove to 7:30 (Holy Name) Mass and also went to 

Communion.  When I went it was bare out (roads, etc.).  On the way a blizzard came up and after Mass 

the snow was getting deep.  After Mass Kevin, Frani, Dutch, and I played basketball.  We ate 

sandwiches at noon and at 4:30 went up to the Liederkranz and ate dinner.  We are members now.  

Mother and Dad went to the movies and we (Bob and I) took the bus home.  When we got home I did 

some Chemistry.  All day it has been snowing some and tonight is snowing hard. 

 

January 14, 1946 Monday 

 

Yesterday it snowed 10 ½ inches of snow.  I went to ye old school today.  Chemistry is interesting 

always and Intermediate Algebra also.  I went to the board for Intermediate Algebra.  I ate my lunch 

with the kids in the gym (Bob Ealy, Stan Sizing, Bill Lyons) and then we played PIG with the 

basketball.  We got to class a little late.  I just rested during History.  After school I played a game of 

basketball with some kids on the varsity team and got 6 points.  After getting home at 5 I shoveled 

sidewalk.  After supper I called up Betty Wood and asked her to go to K.C. (Knights of Columbus?) 

dance Friday.  She is. 

 

January 15, 1946 Tuesday 

 

It snowed a little more during the night.  We are studying the heats of formation in Chemistry.  Lately 

the Intermediate Algebra homework has been so hard I couldn’t do it.  We had Chant at 11 o’clock.  I 

ate my lunch in the classroom at noon.  After school I went down city and got my watch at the jewelers.  

After I got home at 4:30 I changed my clothes and drove over to Mullin’s.  Kevin came and the snow is 

deep and slippery.  Then I drove Dad home.  After wiping the dishes I tried to do Intermediate Algebra 

but couldn’t. 
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January 16, 1946 Wednesday 

 

It was very cold when I walked to school this morning (5 degrees below zero).  Dad has Lumbago and is 

flat on his back.  At noon I came home to dinner.  In Latin nobody knew the translations and had to stay 

after school.  Afterwards I came home, put on my skis and went skiing on the Reservoir.  Frani was 

there.  They worked good.  After supper I did homework (dishes) and called up Betty Wood.  I think she 

is cute and has a good personality. 

 

January 17, 1946 Thursday 

 

After sleeping with Clem last night - as Mother slept in my bed and Dad alone - I got up at 7:30. It 

wasn’t so cold going to school this morning.  We worked on the board during Intermediate Algebra.  At 

noon I ate my lunch in school.  We were throwing pencils around in History.  After school I went in the 

gym and played basketball for a half hour and then came home.  Kevin and I shoveled off our 

(basketball) court in the lot and played some more.  At 10 I called up Betty again.  Did homework.  

Kevin came over. 

 

January 18, 1946 Friday 

 

I slept in my own bed again last night.  In Chemistry we learned rules for solubility and volatility of 

compounds.  We attended an assembly in the school basement at 11 and also practiced singing.  This 

afternoon Dick Lang and Louis Heuschneider skipped and played in the gym.  I got some Intermediate 

Algebra done in Study.  Kevin, Frani, and I played basketball in the lot after school.  Tonight at 9 I got 

Betty Wood and took her to the KC (Knights of Columbus?) Sorority Dance in the Main ballroom of the 

Syracuse Hotel.  At 11:30 intermission we went to Myer’s and got something to eat.  Came home in a 

cab at 1:30. 

 

January 19, 1946 Saturday 

 

Last night I sure had a good time and Betty is a good dancer.  I didn’t get up until 11 o’clock this 

morning.  After eating breakfast, lunch together and vacuuming all the rungs, Frani and I went skiing on 

the Reservoir.  Boy, was it windy and cold (10 degrees above zero)!  We finally went over by Hancock 

and skied and had lots of fun.  I am doing pretty good.  We got home at 4 and there we gunned (played 

basketball) in the lot with Dutch Hennessy and Don La Casse.  Tonight I listened to “Hit Parade, etc.” 

and did some homework. 

 

January 20, 1946 Sunday 

 

Temperature is 6 degrees below zero this morning!  Bob and I went to the 8:30 a.m. Mass and I let him 

drive.  On the way home the car stalled and we had to walk home.  Clem drove over and we drove it 

home.  After dinner at home I went out to Drumlins ice skating with Bob and Joe McGrath.  I met Betty 

Wood and Nancy Curling out there and went around with them.  It was pretty cold and I didn’t wear a 

hat as usual.  We got home at 7 o’clock and after supper I talked to Bud Priest on the phone and listened 

to music on the radio. 
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January 21, 1946 Monday 

 

When I got up it was raining and later in the morning it turned to snow.  Clem (Clement Conan, Paul’s 

uncle) drove me to school.  All morning it snowed hard and walking home at noon also.  Dad is still 

home sick with his lumbago.  I got back to school a little later after lunch.  Last period we reviewed in 

lab.  After school I came home and shoveled the sidewalk.  It was still snowing there.  After supper with 

Mother and Dad I did homework.  Bob was still up on the hill (Syracuse University) until 10 o’clock 

tonight. 

 

January 22, 1946 Tuesday 

 

There was a very cold wind out today.  It was only about 10 degrees except for the wind.  We are 

reviewing in Chemistry and still having logarithms in Intermediate Algebra.  Dad is very slowly 

improving with his lumbago.  During History we were fooling around (Lyons, Priest, Heuschneider, and 

I) and were supposed to stay after school.  I did Intermediate Algebra in Study.  After school we 

screwed up the desks in Demetrius’ room when we were supposed to clean it.  I shoveled a drift in the 

driveway and gunned (played basketball) across the street.  Tonight I did my homework and called up 

Betty Woods and talked to her for an hour. 

 

January 23, 1946 Wednesday 

 

I walked to school at 8:30 a.m.  Again we reviewed in Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra.  I got my 

own dinner at home this noon as Dad was to the doctor’s.  During lab I had to answer 30 questions from 

a review book and got some wrong in which Pieta got kind of mad.  After school Frani and I went skiing 

on the Reservoir.  After a while Betty came up and skied with me.  I went to her house with her and then 

got a ride with Bud Priest.  I ate supper alone because I was late for supper.  Tonight on radio I listened 

to the Syracuse – Cornell basketball game in which Syracuse won 63 to 45. 

 

January 24, 1946 Thursday 

 

Exams start.  Sr. Pieta asked us review questions in Chemistry this morning.  During English we studied 

the whole period by ourselves.  Then we went to a pep meeting in the gym.  Afterwards the boys had to 

stay and practice by themselves.  I ate my lunch downstairs in the school.  This afternoon I took English 

(1
st
 exam).  It was very long and a little hard.  Afterward (4:30) I came home and gunned (played 

basketball) with Gord Wakeman in the lot.  After supper I called up Kevin and listened to the radio, and 

also looked over Religion. 

 

January 25, 1946 Friday 

 

This morning I took Religion III and it was a little hard also.  I finished at 11 and then went over to the 

gym and 8 of us kids played basketball.  After playing for a while I came home at 12:45. After dinner 

Frani and I gunned across the street in the lot.  Later Kevin came over and Don La Casse and I beat both 

of them.  I was hot on sets (set shots) and others.  Went to a basketball game of Rosary and they lost 43 

to 31 to the 1
st
 place team in the league.  Then I got home at 10:30 and went to bed. 
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January 26, 1946 Saturday 

 

I got up at 10 a.m. today and after breakfast cleaned the rugs for Mother.  Dad is still home.  After 

dinner I went over and got Frani and we came back and gunned with the basketball.  Later I took the car 

(Frani came) and went to the A & P (grocery store) for Mother and did her grocery shopping.  Tonight 

Dutch came over and we went to the Rosary – C.B.A. (Christian Brothers Academy) basketball game at 

the Armory.  C.B.A. is in 1
st
 place and is undefeated and they beat us 51 to 39.  Rosary played a very 

good game too.  Ray Lang got 16 points. 

 

January 27, 1946 Sunday 

 

Bob and I got up at 7:30 and I drove the car to Mass at 8:30. After Mass I read the papers.  We ate 

dinner at home and Bob and I after dinner went out to Drumlins to skate.  I drove both ways.  Betty 

Wood was out there skating but I didn’t skate with her.  We got back home at 5:45 and then ate supper.  

Mother and Bob went to the movies.  I started to study History but fell asleep and finally went to bed.  It 

was about 10 degrees out today. 

 

January 28, 1946 Monday 

 

This morning Clem drove me to school.  I took American History and it was January 1945 Regents test 

for practice.  It was pretty hard and I doubt if I passed.  After getting out at 12 I stopped in Doc’s on the 

way home.  This afternoon I had off and went over to the gym and played for a little while, and Father 

Lynch kicked us out.  I hung around Bert Coling’s for a while and came home.  I then played basketball 

with Dutch and Kevin.  I learned all experiments for Chemistry tonight (drawing, etc.). 

 

January 29, 1946 Tuesday 

 

After sleeping until 9 o’clock this morning I got up and studied Chemistry.  This afternoon I went to 

school and took Chemistry.  It was fairly easy I thought.  After getting out at 3:45 I went over to the gym 

and got some shots for a while (basketball).  Then Father Lynch gave Frani and I a ride home and 

Kevin, Dutch, and I played basketball in the lot.  Tonight I studied Latin from 7:30 to 9:00 and then 

Intermediate Algebra until 9:30. Then went to bed at 10:15.   

 

January 30, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Today is the birthday of the late President Roosevelt, F.D.R.  Took Intermediate Algebra this morning.  

Part I which consisted of 25 problems was a little hard.  Part II which was 5 out of 8 problems was 

pretty easy.  I ate my lunch in school and Stanley Sizing and I studied our Latin.  This afternoon I took 

Latin III which was the January 1945 Regents.  I didn’t do too bad in it.  After getting out of school at 

3:30 I came home and played basketball in the lot with Kevin, Dutch, and Bud Quinn.  Tonight I walked 

down to Doc’s and then listened to the radio.  It is 33 degrees and melting out tonight. 

 

January 31, 1946 Thursday 

 

Frani called for me at 10 o’clock and he and his brother and I went over to Rosary gym and threw the 

basketball around for a while with some of the kids.  Today is very mild (45 degrees) and it is awfully 

slushy out especially for walking.  I went down city and got my haircut and after getting home I drove 

the car down after Dad alone.  Tonight Kevin, Bud Quinn, and I went to Confession and then to the 

C.B.A. – Central basketball game in the Armory in which C.B.A. won 41 to 35.  Saw Betty at the game. 
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February 1946 
 

February 1, 1946 Friday 

 

Clem and I went to Mass and Holy Communion at 7:15 this morning.  It is 1
st
 Friday.  After Mass I 

helped Mother and went down and hung around Doc’s for a while.  After dinner I went over and got 

Frani and we gunned (‘shot baskets’, basketball) in the lot.  It is colder and the ground has frozen today.  

Later Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy and Wil Bowmen (Bowman?) came down and played too.  Tonight Dutch 

and I went to Assumption and watched the game with Rosary.  We won for second time 52 to 42 in an 

exciting game.  “Oke” (O’Connor) got 20 points, Larry Fox 11, Ray Lang 8, Jack Dee 7.   

 

February 2, 1946 Saturday 

 

It is cold out today and there is a very cold wind.  I had a little cold when I woke up this morning.  I 

vacuumed all the rugs in the house for Mother and after dinner drove down and got some cream on 

Grand Ave.  When I came back I went out and played basketball with 12 other kids.  Then Frani came 

with me while I drove down city after Dad.  Later Frani and I gunned some more.  Tonight Dutch and I 

went to the Armory to C.B.A. (Christian Brothers Academy) - Aquinas in which C.B.A. won 35 to 28.  

Got home at 12. 

 

February 3, 1946 Sunday 

 

I slept until 10 and then Bob and I went to the 11 o’clock mass.  It was very cold today.  I didn’t feel 

very good all day.  At 12:30 Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate dinner at Drumlins.  Bob stayed and went ice 

skating and I went to the movies.  After getting out at 6 o’clock I came home and ate supper with 

Mother and Dad.  Tonight I took a bath and listened to the radio.  Tonight the temperature is about 5 

degrees.  School tomorrow! 

 

February 4, 1946 Monday 

 

Today I still didn’t feel good and almost didn’t go to school this morning but finally did.  Sr. Pieta and 

the rest got right down to the old grind right away.  I came home Stolp Ave this noon.  Last period 

Chemistry lab we worked in our lab books the whole period.  After school I walked home alone because 

nobody else came this way.  Afterwards Frani, Kevin, Gord Wakeman, and I played 3 games of good 

basketball.  I did Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra homework tonight. 

 

February 5, 1946 Tuesday 

 

It was kind of cold walking to school this morning.  We stood up for recitation in Chemistry.  Then 

Msgr. (Monsignor) gave us our report card and we didn’t have Intermediate Algebra.  I passed every 

with 90% in Chem.  After English we went over to Chant.  I ate my lunch in school.  During last period 

Study I did Intermediate Algebra.  We played basketball after school – Don La Casse, Dutch 

(Hennessy), Frani (Feola), and I.  I had a lot of homework tonight and didn’t get to bed until 11:15. 
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February 6, 1946 Wednesday 

 

It melted during the night and was raining when I got up.  Before school I got the car out of the garage 

and rode to school with Dad.  My cold is much better today.  We worked in our lab books during 

Chemistry lab this afternoon.  After school Frani, Dutch, and I dumped ashes on the basketball court in 

the lot, and then it was still so muddy we just played PIG.  Tonight I ate supper alone and then did my 

homework.  I listened to the Syracuse - Colgate basketball game in which Syracuse won 69 to 51. 

 

February 7, 1946 Thursday 

 

It was colder again today.  I as usual didn’t wear a hat to school.  In Chemistry we learned the Solvay 

Process.  On the way home I got a ride some of the way this noon.  We translated Latin III and I did my 

Intermediate Algebra homework in the Study (a class during school like a ‘study hall’).  After school 

Kevin, Ted Sizing, Don La Casse, Frani, and I played basketball across the street.  Later I drove Ted 

home and then went down city after Dad.  Tonight I did my Chemistry and Latin homework.  I then got 

to bed at 11 o’clock. 

 

February 8, 1946 Friday 

 

This morning Isabelle came in and the family all went to Ann’s 3
rd

 anniversary Mass at 8:15. (Isabelle 

Thorpe O’Brien is married to Michael O’Brien, who is the brother of Paul’s mother Helen.  Paul’s 

grandmother is Carry McKay, whose nickname Ann is pronounced ‘Ahn’. She must have died 3 years 

ago in 1943.).  Afterwards I went over to school.  At 11 we went to church and recited the B. V. Office 

(the Blessed Virgin Mary Office).  I ate my lunch in school and did my Intermediate Algebra homework.  

After school Ted Sizing came up and Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy down and we played basketball.  Tonight I 

went to the game with Frani at Danforth.  We played Cathedral and won 2
nd

 straight 45 to 20 with “Oc” 

(O’Connor) getting 21 points.  I went to Myers with boys and didn’t get home until 12:15. 

 

February 9, 1946 Saturday 

 

I slept until 10 o’clock today.  Then I vacuumed the rugs.  After dinner I walked over to “Franks” store 

on Geddes and hung around with the boys for about an hour.  The snow is mostly melted.  What an easy 

winter!  Later I drove the car and bought some cream and went to the store.  Then I had to drive Rosie 

Hollenbeck home.  Tonight I stayed alone and then Dutch and I went to Doc’s.  We came home and 

called up Betty Wood.  At 11 we were playing basketball in the lot.  Then I took a bath and went to bed. 

 

February 10, 1946 Sunday 

 

Hardly any snow on the ground!  I drove the car to the 8:30 Mass and went to Communion.  After Mass 

Dutch came over and we played basketball and took pictures of each other with each other’s cameras.  

We ate home this noon and I went to the store and stalled the car.  I had to take it down to the gas station 

to have the battery charged.  I gunned for a while and went with the family to Mr. and Mrs. Colkins (?) 

(Elane?) 25
th

 wedding anniversary.  I did my Chemistry homework tonight. 
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Junior Midyear Exam Marks: 

Religion   88 

English  82 

Latin III  85 

History  70 

Intermediate Algebra 84    

Chemistry  92 

 

February 11, 1946 Monday 

 

Lincoln’s birthday tomorrow.  No school today!  After sleeping until 10 a.m., I went down city and 

bought a dog license for “Skip” (nickname for their dog ‘Skippy’).  When I got home I ate lunch and 

then Don La Casse, Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy, Frani (Feola), and I played touch football in the road and 

then later played basketball in the lot.  Gordon Wakeman and Skip Brennan played also (Dutch too).  

Tonight I got my own supper and then Frani and I went to Rosary gym and we played St. Anthony and 

lost 34 to 31.  Ray Lang got 12 points and played a good game. 

 

February 12, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Today is Lincoln’s birthday but we went to school and had off yesterday.  In Chemistry I didn’t recite 

too well but wrote on the board for a while.  During English we just discussed Military Conscription.  

Next period we went over to the Choir room for Chant.  I ate my lunch in school.  During study I did last 

night’s Latin III homework.  When I got home Don La Casse, Frani, Jimmie Murray, and I played touch 

football in the road.  Tonight I did all my homework and got to bed at 11 o’clock. 

 

February 13, 1946 Wednesday 

 

It was very mild out today.  We went in the library for English period.  This noon I came home for 

dinner.  Mother and Bob have hard colds and I have a slight one.  We had a test in Latin today.  In lab 

we tested acids and bases on litmus paper.  After school I went down city from school and took my 

watch to the jeweler because of a broken crystal.  It rained all afternoon and evening.  The family ate 

supper at Jimmie’s and Cecil’s house, and Bob and I came home and Dutch came over while I did my 

homework. 

(Jimmie O’Brien is Paul’s uncle, and his mother Helen’s brother.  Cecil is his wife). 

 

February 14, 1946 Thursday 

 

There was a rainbow this morning.  Sr. Pieta was mad at the class in Chemistry for not knowing the 

lesson.  Again I worked on the board in Intermediate Algebra.  We learned about complex sentences, 

etc. in English and as usual memorized in Religion.  I ate my dinner in school and did Latin homework.  

After school I went down city and got my watch.  Then I came home, beat Frani (Feola) in one game of 

basketball, and then went down after Dad with the car.  I got Mother a card and roses for Valentine’s 

Day today.  Did homework tonight. 
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February 15, 1946 Friday 

 

Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) beats first place St. Lucy 38 to 36 on their court.  A very strong cold 

wind came up and it was very cold walking to school.  At noon I walked home Stolp Avenue and it was 

awfully cold coming over the hill.  For Latin III we wrote a translation.  We got a new edition of the 

Rosarian (school paper).  After school it was so cold I stopped in Doc’s and played his new machine for 

a while.  Tonight Frani and I went to the game and afterwards came straight home and got home at 10 

o’clock. 

 

February 16, 1946 Saturday 

 

I slept until 9:30 this morning.  Then after breakfast I cleaned the rugs for Mother.  After dinner I went 

over across the street and played basketball all afternoon with McCarthy, Hennessy, La Casse, Griffon, 

Wilbur Bowman, Frani, etc.  Jimmie Murray brought up his new basketball.  Mother and I listened to a 

program on the radio.  Then I walked down to Doc’s and played the machine.  I came home, took a bath, 

and heard the end of the ‘Hit Parade’. 

 

February 17, 1946 Sunday 

 

Annual Communion Breakfast.  I drove the car to Mass with Bob at 8:30. All the High School received 

Communion and then went over to school.  We then went down and had breakfast.  This noon the family 

all ate at Drumlins.  Then at 2:15 I met Frani down city and we went to a movie at Loew’s.  We got 

home at 6:00.  Tonight I did a little homework and called up Betty Wood on the telephone. 

 

February 18, 1946 Monday 

 

School again!  All the public schools had off because of a teacher’s convention.  Religion period was 

just as boring as usual.  This noon I came home for dinner.  We made hydrogen sulfide in Chem. lab 

today.  After school Deni McCarthy, Don La Casse, Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy, etc. and I played basketball 

in the lot.  We really played good and are getting good.  It was cold out and the ground nice and hard.  

Mother and I ate supper alone tonight and I did my homework and listened to the radio. 

 

February 19, 1946 Tuesday 

 

I got a ride to school this morning.  It was about 10 degrees above zero then.  Sister Pieta dictates 

questions for our notebooks every day in Chemistry.  In English we are reviewing clauses.  This noon I 

walked home Stolp Avenue with the boys.  During Study I got some of my Chemistry homework done.  

After school again I gunned with Gordon Wakeman, Frani, and Dutch.  It was blowing and snowing and 

tonight it snowed some.  I did my Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra. 

 

February 20, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Last night it snowed and there was about a foot of snow this morning.  It is windy and blizzardy also.  

We did part II problems in Intermediate Algebra (distance, etc.).  We had a test in Religion.  This noon I 

ate my lunch in school with Dick Lang, Ted Sizing, and the other kids.  I changed my seat to the front in 

History.  We had lab last period and afterward we went to a movie on T.B.  I came home from school 

and shoveled the driveway.  Then I drove down city after Dad.  Tonight I finished Intermediate Algebra 

and read and studied Chemistry. 
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February 21, 1946 Thursday 

 

Before going to school I took the car out of the garage and took out the papers to the curb.  It was pretty 

cold out when I went to school.  We had a pep meeting at 11:15. I ate my lunch in school and did some 

Intermediate Algebra.  When I got home from school I shoveled the sidewalk and went down after Dad.  

Tonight Frani and I went to the Rosary - Evangelist basketball game.  We won 52 to 28.   

 

February 22, 1946 Friday 

 

Washington’s Birthday.  No school today.  I slept until 10 o’clock and went down city with Mother.  I 

got my haircut.  After getting home at 12:30 I played basketball in the lot with Deni McCarthy, Dick 

‘Dutch’ Hennessy, Don La Casse, etc.  Later we walked down to Doc’s.  It snowed lightly all day.  

Tonight I went up to LeMoyne School where the Baptist’s play.  Rosary was 8 points ahead and then 

lost 34 to 31 with “Oke” (O’Connor) getting 18 points. 

 

February 23, 1946 Saturday 

 

After sleeping until 10:15 I got up and after eating cleaned the upstairs rugs for Mother.  This afternoon 

we (all the kids) played basketball (about 12 kids).  After a while it got so muddy we had to quit.  We 

went down to Doc’s for a while.  Later Frani, Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy, Gord (Gordon) Wakeman, 

Jimmie Murray, and Jackie Socra (?), and I played 3 real tough games.  They were really fair and tough.  

I stayed in and listened to the radio tonight. 

 

February 24, 1946 Sunday 

 

Bob (brother) and I drove the car to the 8:30 Mass.  After Mass I finished my Chemistry homework and 

went down to Doc’s, fooled around, etc.  We ate our dinner home which was good.  This afternoon was 

very dull.  Bob, Dutch, and I walked up to the Bellevue Club and I set for Dutch while he bowled (102) 

and he set for me (146).  Then we met Bud Priest with his car and he drove us out to Fairmount and 

showed us where he rides horseback.  Tonight I fell asleep on the davenport and got into bed at 10:15. 

 

February 25, 1946 Monday 

 

This morning I walked to school with Mary Anderson.  It was snowing a little and about 12 degrees 

above zero.  As usual I wore no hat which I always have a hard time with Mother convincing her.  We 

stood for recitation in Chemistry and wrote on the board for Intermediate Algebra.  This noon I ate my 

lunch in school and did my Religion homework due today.  In lab this afternoon we made ammonia gas.  

After school I drove the car to the store and then with Frani drove down city after Dad.  Tonight I did 

my homework. 

 

February 26, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Last night it snowed and this morning it was quite deep and still snowing.  We went over to the Choir 

room in church (our class) for Chant at 11.  I came home for lunch and rode back to school early with 

Mother.  Practically all day it snowed.  I did my Intermediate Algebra during Study and (Sister) Gerardo 

sent us to write a translation on the board which nobody could do, so she got mad.  After school I 

stopped in Doc’s and then shoveled the sidewalk.  I drove the car over to Slater’s and got Dad.  

Tonight I did my homework. 
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(There is a Mr. Slater who works at Pomeroy Organization.  Robert J. Conan is Vice President of 

Pomeroy Organization in 1946, which is located at 327 Montgomery Street in Syracuse).   

  

February 27, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Today it was quite warm with all the snow on the ground and it rained all day.  I took my lunch and ate 

it in school.  Every day I change my seat in History just for fun.  We made Chlorine water in lab and 

worked in our lab books.  After school I stopped in Doc’s and then came home in the rain.  At 5 I drove 

down city after Dad.  It was pretty slippery driving.  Mother, Dad, and Bob went to an opera and I 

stayed alone tonight.  I did homework and heard Syracuse - Canisius basketball game on radio.  

Syracuse won 62 to 32 for 22 out of 25 games. 

 

February 28, 1946 Thursday 

 

We had a test in Chemistry this morning.  It was 7 long questions but I finished fully all but the last.  I 

didn’t have my homework in English and was the only one.  I got a ride home this noon and ate lunch at 

home.  We had to write a Latin III translation on the board in Latin and had a test in History.  In Study I 

did English.  After school I shoveled the sidewalk and driveway and at 5 went down after Dad.  Tonight 

I drove the car over to Confession. 
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March 1946 
 

March 1, 1946 Friday 

 

Soviets fire upon an American plane.  Clem and I went to Mass (1
st
 Friday) at 7:15 and received Holy 

Communion.  Then I came home to breakfast and rode back to school with Clem and Dad.  School 

started at 9:30 and we didn’t have Chemistry period.  This noon I ate at school.  After school Dutch 

came with me while I drove on an errand for Mother.  We also stopped at Doc’s.  Tonight I walked 

down to “Bert’s” drugstore and then took the bus to the Armory.  Rosary (Most Holy Rosary school) lost 

to St. Pats 42 to 33.  Got home at 12:30. 

 

March 2, 1946 Saturday 

 

Slept until 10:30 this morning and then washed the kitchen windows outside and vacuumed the rugs.  

After lunch I stayed in and then later went down city and bought a new pair of shoes and rubbers 

(waterproof protective rubber overshoes).  I got home at 3 and Bob and I went to the store, me driving 

the car, and then drove out to Fairmont.  Before and after supper I did my Chemistry and Religion 

homework.  Later in the evening I went down to Doc’s.  Listened to the radio. 

 

March 3, 1946 Sunday 

 

Mother, Dad, and I attended Mass at 8:30 and all received Holy Communion.  Bob went to 9:45 alone.  I 

read the papers after Mass and Dutch (Hennessy) and I went down to Doc’s and played the machine.  

The family all ate at Drumlins and I took the bus home from down city.  All afternoon Dutch and I 

fooled around and played touch football.  At 5:30 went down city, ate a sandwich at Meyers (?) and then 

went to a movie.  We fooled around after and got home at 11 o’clock. 

 

March 4, 1946 Monday 

 

Back to school again this morning.  I started at 8:20 and got a ride with Mr. Ditch (Ditah?).  In a test in 

Chemistry I took the other day I got 95% - a very good mark.  All the Intermediate Algebra period we 

(all the boys) worked at the board.  This noon I ate lunch at home.  It was very warm (60 degrees) today 

– warmest yet.  The snow is all melting.  In lab Sr. Pieta made HNO3.  After school I played basketball 

in the gym and then Bud Priest and I drove down and got Dad.  Tonight I did homework until 11.   

 

March 5, 1946 Tuesday 

 

The weather is quite mild and I have switched to wearing my top coat.  The snow is mostly all gone.  In 

the English test I took yesterday I got 76% out of 80%.  We went over to the choir room for Chant at 

11:00.  This noon I walked home for lunch.  After school I went over to the gym with 9 other kids and 

played basketball for about a half hour.  It was raining when I walked home at 4:30.  After getting home 

I read the paper and did my Intermediate Algebra.  After the supper dishes I did my Chemistry, English, 

and Latin homework. 
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March 6, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Ash Wednesday.  I didn’t wake up until 7:15 and hurriedly got to 7:45 o’clock Mass and received ashes.  

Lent begins today.  Everything was all right until English period.  P.J. (Sr. Paul Joseph) had us read out 

compositions in front of the room.  When I read mine I got so nervous and my hands were shaking that I 

just read half of it.  In lab today we did the brown ring test (nitrate).  After school I played basketball in 

the gym with the kids.  Then Dutch and I drove down city and got Dad.  I went to a wake at Clancy’s – 

Mrs. Clancy’s aunt (maybe a relative?). 

 

March 7, 1946 Thursday 

 

We had a test in Intermediate Algebra this morning.  Yesterday Father Lynch came in for Religion.  It 

was raining when I walked to Mass at 7:15 with Dorothy Kallfeltz.  This noon I got a ride home and 

rode back with Mother.  After school I played basketball in the gym for about 20 minutes and then hung 

around with the kids.  When I got home I drove the car down after Dad.  It was nice out today -later in 

the afternoon.  I did my Intermediate Algebra and Chemistry homework tonight.   

 

March 8, 1946 Friday 

 

Went to Mass this morning as usual.  There was the thickest fog I have ever seen when I got up and 

walked to church.  You couldn’t see 10 feet ahead of you.  We worked at the board during Intermediate 

Algebra period.  At 11 we went over to church and recited the Office of B.V. (Office of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary).  We had a test in Latin.  After school I played basketball in the gym and then came home 

and played across the street.  Tom Anderson drove me to the game (he is home from Navy on furlough 

for 12 days) and I came home with him.  We lost to St. Vincent’s (1
st
 place) 40 to 33 on their court. 

 

March 9, 1946 Saturday 

 

I got up at 10:30 this morning and after helping Mother I drove the car down city and left it for Dad.  

Then I went to 12:10 Mass at the Cathedral.  Then I took the bus straight home.  Later Dick ‘Dutch’ 

Hennessy, Don La Casse, Wil Boman, Jimmie Murray, and I played basketball in the lot across the 

street.  We also went down to Doc’s.  At about 5 I rode down city with Bud Priest.  Tonight Bud Priest, 

Dick Hennessy, and I went to the movies and got home at 12.   

 

March 10, 1946 Sunday 

 

When I drove the car to 8:30 Mass this morning I picked up the Clancys and the Curtins (?).  Bob came 

too.  After Mass I went over across the street and gunned (shot baskets on the basketball court).  Tom 

Anderson came up and played with us.  The family all went up to Drumlins for dinner at 1:30.  It is very 

nice out today.  When I got back at 3 I played more basketball until 5:30.  All the kids came down again.  

Tonight I did my homework. 

 

March 11, 1946 Monday 

 

Got up and went to Mass at 7:45 and then to school.  Frani came back to school after a week with the 

mumps.  I ate my lunch in school at noon and copied my Latin.  After Latin period the whole high 

school went over to see a movie but the movie projector broke and we just sat for an hour.  After getting 

out and coming home I gunned in the mud across the street.  Then Kevin and I went down after Dad in 

the car.  I was awfully tired and didn’t feel good tonight and went to bed at 8:30. 
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March 12, 1946 Tuesday 

 

After getting to bed at 8:30 I spent a restless night sleeping and got up at 11 this morning.  I have a slight 

sore throat.  This afternoon I learned some of the speech I have to give on Friday.  Today is the 1
st
 day I 

have missed Mass this Lent.  I was up but not dressed all afternoon and evening.  I cleaned a dresser 

drawer.  Tonight I did some Intermediate Algebra homework. 

 

March 13, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Went back to school today not feeling very good.  I have a hard cold in my throat and head.  After 

school we went over to the auditorium and practiced our speeches for an hour.  I did mine 4 times.  

Went to bed early tonight. 

 

March 14, 1946 Thursday 

 

Walked to school this morning and we stood for recitation in Chemistry.  At 10:30 we went over to the 

auditorium and heard a speech by Father Brady.  Then at 11 the girls came over and we went back, and 

the 10 boys who are to make speeches Friday practiced in Inci’s room (Sr. Incarnata).  After school we 

practiced our speeches in the auditorium for an hour and a half.  Then I came home and drove down 

after Dad.  Tonight I did my homework. 

 

March 15, 1946 Friday 

 

Delivered my speech today.  I rode to school in the car with Dad and Clem because it was raining.  I 

went to Chemistry and half of Intermediate Algebra class.  Then Bob Ealy and I went over in the 

auditorium and practiced our speeches.  We came back late for English and at 11 went back over and 

everybody practiced.  I ate my lunch at school.  We went to Latin and then went to the auditorium and 

gave our speeches before the 8
th

 grade and high school.  After school I played basketball in the gym, and 

after coming home at 4:30 played across the street. 

 

March 16, 1946 Saturday 

 

After getting up at 10 o’clock I ate and walked over across the street and played PIG and 21 with Jimmie 

Murry.  It was beautiful out again today.  I just wore a sweater out.  After lunch I played a game of 

basketball in the lot.  Bob, Frani, and I went up to the Bellevue Club, and Jack Donahue and I played 12 

holes of golf for the first time this year (Bob and Frani walked).  I was hitting very good and shot under 

50 for the last 9.  When I got home at 5:30 I drove over to Confession.  Tonight I walked up to Bud 

Priest’s house. 

 

March 17, 1946 Sunday 

 

St. Patrick’s Day.  Another beautiful day.  Bob and I went to the 8:30 Mass and I received Holy 

Communion.  After Mass I did my Intermediate Algebra homework.  Later Frani and I went for a ride 

with Mary in her car.  Bob and I went out to Drumlins to eat.  After getting back Gus Roe visiting 

Clancys let me take his convertible Ford car all afternoon.  Frani, Bob, Dick Lang, and Dick Shaw, and I 

drove around all afternoon.  I did the driving and did we have fun.  Tonight I did my homework and got 

to bed at 11. 
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March 18, 1946 Monday 

 

Went to 7:15 mass with Bud Priest and Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy and to Communion.  But drove me home 

and I ate breakfast and rode back with Dad and Clem.  We had Religion period for the 1
st
 time in a 

week.  It is still beautiful weather out.  We went to lab and watched Sr. Pieta make iodine.  After school 

Frani and I walked up and hit golf balls around for 7 holes.  I am hitting them farther than ever.  I drove 

over and got Dad at Slater’s (probably Tom Slater of Pomeroy Organization, where Paul’s father Bob 

Sr. works) and drove him home.  Went to Rosary – Assumption and we lost on home court 38 to 30. 

 

March 19, 1946 Tuesday 

 

I drove Clem’s car to the 7:15 Mass and received Holy Communion.  Then I came home for breakfast 

and rode back with Dad and Clem.  I came home for lunch at noon as usual.  We got out of school at 3 

and I came home, got my sneaks (sneakers?) and changed my clothes and went back to Rosary gym.  

The juniors played the sophomores in basketball and I played about half the game.  I got home at 6:30, 

ate, and did my Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra homework. 

 

March 20, 1946 Wednesday 

 

This beautiful weather!  Again I took Clem’s car and drove up to Bud Priest’s house after him, and then 

picked up Dick Hennessy.  Today Mother and Dad left for New York City at 11 o’clock for a vacation.  

I took my lunch, ate at school, and then played basketball in the gym.  In lab this afternoon I worked in 

lab book.  After school we (Gord, Kevin, Dick Hennessy, etc.) and I played basketball across the street.  

At 5:30 I drove the car up on the Hill (Syracuse University), ate supper with Bob, and did my homework 

up there.  On the way home we bought banana splits at Queen Anne’s (ice cream parlor). 

 

March 21, 1946 Thursday 

 

Nice and warm again today.  I drove Bud Priest, Dick ‘Dutch’ and Mrs. Hennessy to Mass and we 

received.  I am taking care of the furnace fine.  This noon I ate in school and then did my Intermediate 

Algebra.  After school Bob, Kevin, and I played 9 holes of golf at the Bellevue Club.  I was hitting fair.  

We drove the car up and back.  Tonight the fire went out and I had to build it.  I did my homework also.  

Bob went up on the Hill (Syracuse University) tonight.   

 

March 22, 1946 Friday 

 

End of beautiful weather.  I drove to Mass and Communion at 7:15.  At 11 we went to a Sodality 

Meeting.  I ate lunch in school at noon.  After school it was raining.  Bob came and got me and took me 

home.  Later Dutch and I drove down city and I got my hair cut.  Bob and I ate supper at the Bellevue 

Club, and then Dutch and I went to the Armory to a semi-final playoff game in Parochial basketball.  St. 

Anthony beat St. Lucy, and St. Vincent beat Assumption.  We ate at Myers and I got home at 11:45. 
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March 23, 1946 Saturday 

 

Mother and Dad are still in New York City.  I drove alone to Mass and Communion at 8:15 o’clock.  

After Mass I came home and ate and then went over to Rosary gym.  The juniors played the seniors and 

lost 40 to 25.  I played for all but about 2 minutes and made 4 points.  Bud Priest and I came home and 

gunned later (shot baskets at the basketball court).  This afternoon Bob and I played 9 holes and then I 

played 5 more with Jack Donahue.  I hit my drive way over the hill on hole #1 and was driving very 

good.  I went up and did some homework at Bud Priest’s tonight. 

 

March 24, 1946 Sunday 

 

It was nice this morning but rained tonight.  I went to Mass and Communion at 8:30.  Afterwards I 

gunned across the street, and Kevin and I drove down by Queen Anne’s (ice cream parlor) and got some 

gas.  This afternoon Bob and I played 6 holes of golf.  I did fair.  Bob and I drove up and got Joe 

McGrath (Bob’s friend) and went up and ate at Drumlins.  After getting home Dick Lang came up for 

my Chemistry.  When he went out he had a flat tire.  I drove him home and back again.  Tonight I did a 

drawing for Chemistry. 

 

March 25, 1946 Monday 

 

I was quite tired this morning and didn’t get up to go to Mass.  After eating and fixing the furnace fine I 

got a ride to school with Malcolm Goetting.  At noon I ate at school again.  We had lab today and 

worked in our lab books.  After school I changed my clothes when I got home and then went back and 

played basketball.  The juniors played the sophomores and won.  I made two points.  Tonight at 9:30 I 

drove the car down and got Dad and Mother at the train station.  They came home from New York City 

and Atlantic City. 

 

March 26, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Didn’t go to mass today because I was up so late last night.  I walked to school at 8:30 alone.  Before 

English class I asked to be excused for not doing my homework, but she kicked me out and I did it in a 

study period class.  We went over to the Choir Room for singing.  I came back for lunch at noon.  After 

school I went over to the gym and then house and played basketball with Gord, Kevin, etc.,  We also 

played catch with the baseball.  Tonight I did my homework and got to bed at 10:45. 

 

March 27, 1946 Wednesday 

 

I arose at 7:20 and got a ride to school.  All during the Intermediate Algebra class the boys wrote and did 

problems on the blackboard.  We had Religion today.  I ate my lunch in school and did my Latin 

homework.  We worked in our lab books in Chemistry lab.  After school I came home and played 

basketball with Kevin, Frani, Bud Quinn, etc.  All I wore out is a sweater.  As usual after supper and 

drying the dishes, I did some Intermediate Algebra., Chemistry, and Latin III homework. 
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March 28, 1946 Thursday 

 

Warm, beautiful day.  Bud Priest has been sick with the mumps since Tuesday.  I came home for lunch 

at noon.  After school I came in and did my homework until 5 and then Kevin came over and we went 

up on Velasko (Road) and played basketball.  After getting home I changed my clothes and Mother and 

Dad and I went up to Buffet at the Bellevue Club.  I stayed until 9:30 and then came home and went to 

bed. 

 

March 29, 1946 Friday 

 

We had a test in Chemistry today.  There was a practice fire drill at 10:45.  At 11 we went over to 

Church and said the Office of the B.V. (Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary).  The Rosary basketball team 

has been awarded the sportsmanship trophy.  As a result we had this afternoon off – no school.  I helped 

Mother and we burned some dead grass, etc. out back.  Then I went over to the gym and played a little 

basketball.  I got home and went down after Dad.  Tonight I went to a basketball game at the Armory.  

St. Anthony beat St. Vincent in a playoff game. 

 

March 30, 1946 Saturday 

 

After waking up at 9:30 this morning I went over to the gym at 11 and played a half of a basketball 

game.  I ate lunch and then drove down city after Dad.  When I got home Bob and I went up to the 

Bellevue Club and played 9 holes of golf with Walt Hansen.  I played the last nine, shot 47, and beat 

him 4 up.  Tonight Dutch and I went to the final basketball playoff game.  St. Vincent won the playoffs 

50 to 40.  We went to the Waldorf (?) with Rigis King, “C.B.A.ster” (attends Christian Brothers 

Academy) of basketball and baseball (pitcher). 

 

March 31, 1946 Sunday 

 

I drove Bob and the Clancys to 8:30 Mass today.  It turned cold and is quite cold today.  I did some 

homework this morning and later Kevin came over.  We ate dinner at home today and this afternoon I 

played 18 holes of golf with Walt Hansen (Bob played 6 holes).  I shot a 98 (not very good).  On holes 

2-3-4 I got pars (3 straight).  It was pretty cold and later on got very cold.  I got home at 6:30 and ate.  I 

did some Latin and took a bath tonight. 
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April 1946 
 

April 1, 1946 Monday 

 

Back to school!  Snow!  That is one thing (snow) that I didn’t expect to see again this year.  When I 

walked to school it was snowing hard but later on in the day it melted.  At noon I ate at school.  We had 

a test in Religion and a Chemistry lab today.  After school I drove the car over to Kevin’s and then down 

to Marble Dairy to get cream.  Then we (Kevin, Frani (Feola), Dutch (Hennessy), Bud Quinn) played 

basketball in the lot.  I did some homework and washed my hair tonight. 

 

April 2, 1946 Tuesday 

 

It was very windy last night.  During Intermediate Algebra the boys made ellipses on the blackboard.  At 

11 we (junior class) went over to the Choir room for Chant.  We all fooled around and got her awfully 

mad.  We were throwing buckshot around - at her (Sister) too.  I ate lunch at school.  We had a part of 

Latin period and then went over and spent all afternoon having our pictures (class, etc.) for yearbook.  

When I got home I played basketball with Kevin, Frani, etc.  Kevin and I drove down after Dad  

 

(Paul would often pick up his father Robert from where he worked at Pomeroy Organization, located at 

327 Montgomery St in Syracuse).   

 

Jack Ryan came up and visited us today.  Did homework tonight. 

 

April 3, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Again we boys made graphs on the board in Intermediate Algebra Today.  This noon I walked home for 

lunch.  After having lab last period I went up to the little school and practiced for a play we are having 

Friday over a loudspeaker.  I got home at 4:30 and played basketball for a half hour, then drove down 

city after Dad.  Mother, Dad, and I ate supper as Bob is up on the Hill (Syracuse University).  Did 

homework and listened to the radio tonight. 

 

April 4, 1946 Thursday 

 

We stood for recitation in Chemistry as usual this morning.  We had Religion period again today.  All 

we do is read and memorize.  I ate lunch at school and then did my Latin homework.  After school 

Kevin came over and we went up and fooled around with Rosary baseball practice.  I ate supper alone, 

got my own, and then walked over to Confession.  Then I walked back to Doc’s and then home and did 

my homework and listened to the radio. 

 

April 5, 1946 Friday 

 

I drove Clem’s car to 7:15 Mass and Holy Communion as it is 1
st
 Friday.  After coming home for 

breakfast I rode back to school with (Uncle) Clem and Dad.  Again at noon I ate at school and did my 

Latin III translation homework.  It is quite cool today.  After school Kevin and Frani came over and we 

(with Don La Casse, Dick ‘Dutch’ Hennessy, and Jimmie Dermody (?)) played basketball in a very good 

game.  Tonight Dutch and I fooled around down at the store. 
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April 6, 1946 Saturday 

 

After sleeping until 10 a.m. I got up and vacuumed all the rugs for Mother.  It is quite cold today.  At 

12:15 Frani came over and we played basketball for about a half hour.  Later Bob and I rode out past 

Fairmount with Bud Priest and looked over the horses where he rides.  He drove us back to the Bellevue 

Club and we played about 5 holes but it was too windy.  Tonight Frani, Bud, and I went to the movies.  

Afterwards we went to Meyer’s to eat something. 

 

April 7, 1946 Sunday 

 

I drove the car to the 8:30 Mass and received Holy Communion.  After Mass, Frani and I went up on 

Stolp and Velasko (corner lot) and played basketball.  The family all ate at Drumlins and afterwards we 

came home.  Bob and I drove up to the Bellevue Club but nothing was doing (pretty cold for golf) and 

then came down on Stolp again and I played some more basketball.  Tonight I did my homework. 

 

April 8, 1946 Monday 

 

Snow!  This morning I got up and drove Clem’s car to the 7:15 Mass and received Communion.  Then I 

came home for breakfast and walked back to school.  We did graphs on the board again in Intermediate 

Algebra class.  I came home for lunch at noon.  This afternoon it snowed enough to cover the ground.  

After school I played basketball in the gym with the kids (10) and played until 5:15. Tonight I did my 

Latin, Chemistry, Intermediate Algebra and English homework. 

 

April 9, 1946 Tuesday 

 

After receiving Communion at 7:15 Mass I came home and ate and rode back to school with Clem and 

Dad as it was raining.  It rained all day a little.  We went to Chant at 11 this morning.  I ate lunch at 

school and then did some Intermediate Algebra homework.  After school I played basketball in the gym 

until 5 o’clock.  I made lots of points and was making all kinds of shots (2 teams, 10 men played).  I 

came home and ate and then did some homework and a Chemistry drawing. 

 

April 10, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Again I drove Clem’s car to Mass and Communion at 7:15. I walked back to school.  In Intermediate 

Algebra we had a test and also had one in English.  I ate at school at noon and did my Latin III.  After 

school I had to stay and practice for a play we’re having over the microphone Friday.  I stayed until 

4:30. Mother and Dad went out for supper and Bob and I got our own.  Then I did some homework. 

 

April 11, 1946 Thursday 

 

Picked up Bud Priest, Mrs. and Dick Hennessy, and Don La Casse on the way to Mass and Communion 

this morning.  This noon I stayed and ate and did my Latin homework.  After school I came home and 

then went up and played 6 holes alone at the Bellevue Club.  Tonight I drove the car down to Doc’s and 

then came in and did my homework. 
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April 12, 1946 Friday 

 

Again I picked up Bud and Dick on the way to Mass and Communion this morning.  We stood for 

recitation in Chemistry and did problems in Int.  At 11 we went over to the auditorium to a Sodality 

meeting.  I ate lunch at school and did my Latin homework.  After school Bob and I drove the car up to 

the Bellevue Club and ‘hacked’ around 3 holes.  Then I drove down city after Dad with Dutch 

(Hennessy).  Went up and fooled around at Bud Priest’s house tonight. 

 

April 13, 1946 Saturday 

 

Didn’t go to Mass this morning but slept until 10:30 instead.  I got up and went down city and got my 

haircut.  After getting home I went up to the Bellevue Club with Jack Donahue (rode up with him) and 

walked 7 holes watching Jack, Al Reynold (pro), Dr. Hoffman, and another man.  Then Jack and I 

played 9 holes with Art Langan (the 20-year-old champ).  I hit some beautiful shots, nice long drives.  

On hole #16 I was past the green with a drive of 5 iron.  Tonight I just went down to Doc’s. 

 

April 14, 1946 Sunday 

 

Slept until 9 and then went to the 9:45 Mass with Mother, Dad, and Bob.  It is Palm Sunday.  Dutch 

(Hennessy) came over after Mass and we just hung around.  The family all went out and ate at Drumlins 

(Mother and Dad drove Bob and I home and we went up and with Lloyd Schneider played 12 holes.  

Then I played holes 13-14-15 alone.  I got on hole #8 in 2 and got a 4 par.  On hole #9 I was past the 

green on 2 and got a par 4.  I got some swell drives.  Took a bath tonight. 

 

April 15, 1946 Monday 

 

Retreat begins.  This morning I drove our car to 7:45 Mass and received.  I came home and ate and it 

was raining so hard I got a ride back with Mother.  All morning was spent listening to talks by the 

Retreat Master and prayer, etc.  At noon I came home and got my own lunch.  We spent this afternoon 

like this morning.  Last was Benediction.  I got home and later Frani and I drove down city after Dad.  It 

rained all day today. 

 

April 16, 1946 Tuesday 

 

Attended 7:45 Mass and Holy Communion.  All the rest of the day we listened to conferences and 

prayed.  At noon I ate at school and fooled around.  After Benediction I came home and went up to the 

Bellevue Club and fooled around with Bob for 4 holes, and then played 9 holes (1
st
 side) with Jack 

Donahue.  On the first holes I was past it with a drive and a 3-wood shot.  It was pretty windy and cool.  

Then I ate alone in the Bellevue Grill and then came home. 

 

April 17, 1946 Wednesday 

 

I drove the car to Mass at 9:15.  It was the ending of the Retreat.  I received Holy Communion and then 

drove the car up to Pogey and looked at it (Pogey Pond was a 14-acre body of water that supplied the 

city of Syracuse with drinking water).  Frani and Ted Sizing also came.  Later I went down city and 

bought Dad a birthday present.  Today he is 50 years old.  This afternoon I went up to the Bellevue Club 

and played 18 holes with Lloyd Schneider.  I shot a 94 and he a 95. We broke even.  I 3 putted at least 6 

greens.  The family all ate at Tobins (Restaurant) tonight. 
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April 18, 1946 Thursday 

 

Holy Thursday.  After not getting up until late I drove the car to Mass at 7:30.  When after receiving 

Communion and watching the procession I came out of Church it was raining.  I went up on Stolp Ave. 

and played basketball, and again after I ate lunch at home alone.  I was hot on sets (set shots) and made 

about 15 in a 50-point game.  Later Frani and I went up and played 9 holes with Lloyd.  I did good until 

the 8
th

 hole in which I hit 4 out of bounds.  I went over and made 2 visits at Church tonight. 

 

April 19, 1946 Friday 

 

Good Friday.  Went to the Mass of the Presanctified at 8 o’clock.  Afterwards I drove Mrs. Hennessy 

(Dutch’s mother) and Frani home.  This morning I raked and rolled our front lawn.  At 2:30 Dutch and I 

went over to Church for the Stations (of the Cross).  Later Bob, Dutch, and I played 4 holes.  Dutch and 

I drove down after Dad at 5 o’clock.  Tonight Dutch and I went down to Doc’s and hid in Mary’s car 

while she and Jeanette Schneider took a ride and ended up at Jeanette’s.   

 

April 20, 1946 Saturday 

 

I didn’t go to Mass this morning but slept until 9:30 instead.  After helping Mother I went up and played 

basketball on Stolp Ave. and Velasko Rd.  This afternoon it turned very cold and at 5:30 I drove down 

after Dad and got Mother a plant for Easter.  Dad got her an orchid.  Tonight Bud Priest, Ed Smith, and I 

went to the movies.  Mother and Dad went to a dinner-dance at the Bellevue Country Club tonight. 

 

April 21, 1946 Sunday 

 

Easter.  Went to 9:45 Mass with all the family.  I also received Communion.  After Mass Kevin came 

over and then we went with his father to the train station.  Then I drove it back home (car) and Kevin 

and I both drove around home.  Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate at the Bellevue Club and later I played 9 

holes of golf – 3 with Wendell next door and the rest with a man and a boy.  I parred holes 5 and 6 and 

got a birdie 2 on hole 7 (2
nd

 birdie this year). 

 

April 22, 1946 Monday 

 

Kevin came over at 9 and we drove Bob up on the hill (Syracuse University) with Kevin’s father’s car 

and then drove around for about 2 hours.  Then we took it to a garage but I had to drive it home alone.  

Then I mowed our front lawn.  This afternoon I played 18 holes of golf at the Bellevue Club (9 holes 

with Mr. Donahue).  I’m not as hot today as usual.  Tonight Kevin and I went down city and walked 

around. 

 

April 23, 1946 Tuesday 

 

After Bob practically pulled me out of bed I got up at 9:15 and drove him up on the hill in our car.  I 

stayed up there with him for a while and then came back home with him.  This afternoon as usual I 

played golf – 9 holes with a Bob Clark (veteran).  I wasn’t hitting very good today.  It rained at 3 and 

continued, and at 10 is still doing so.  Tonight I stayed in and sat around.  It was very hot today and the 

past 2 days (73 degrees yesterday).   
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April 24, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Beautiful Day.  Slept until 9:30 and then got up and went down city and got a haircut.  When I got home 

Bob and I ate and then I went up and played 18 holes of golf with Jim Johnson (boy who plays on 

Eastwood High School golf team) and Bucky, assistant pro at Green Lakes golf course.  I beat Jim 3-2 

but played lousy golf shooting a 99.  Then we played 3 more after that.  Tonight Kevin, Dutch 

(Hennessy), and I talked to Wendell next door and went down to Doc’s. 

 

April 25, 1946 Thursday 

 

School in such beautiful weather.  I opposingly got up at 7:30 and walked to school.  The Sisters got 

right down to work as usual.  C.B.A. (Christian Brothers Academy) and the public schools don’t have to 

go back until Monday.  At noon I came home for lunch.  After school I mowed some of the side and 

back lawn and at 5:00 went down city after Dad.  Tonight I went for a ride with Dick Lang, Mary 

Anderson, and Dick Shaw.  Then I came in and did my Intermediate Algebra and Chemistry homework. 

 

April 26, 1946 Friday 

 

All day today it rained.  Last period this morning we went to an assembly “For the Good of Rosary”.  I 

walked home at noon in the rain and Bob drove me back.  This is his vacation.  After school 

Heuschneider and I went over to (Bob) Korta’s house where Bob was and then I rode home with him.  

Tonight the Langs picked me up at 8:30 and went over and picked up Peggy Hemmer, and then went to 

Ellen Caring’s (?) party.  It was a fair party. 

 

April 27, 1946 Saturday 

 

Last night the rain turned to snow and there was about ½ inch of snow on the ground today.  I didn’t get 

up until 11 o’clock this morning.  All day I just stayed around as nobody was around.  Twice I walked 

down to Doc’s.  At 5 Bob and I drove over to Confession.  Tonight I stayed at Clancy’s with their kids.  

Frani came over and we called up Marsha Holmes, my newest heart flame.  She is a freshman and nice. 

 

April 28, 1946 Sunday 

 

I am 17 years old today.  I got up alone and went to the 8:30 Mass and received Communion.  After 

Mass I did some homework.  We ate home at noon with a birthday cake Mother made.  Dad gave me a 

golf jacket, Mother a sport shirt and T-neck shirt, Bob two books on golf, and Clem $2.  This afternoon 

Kevin and I went driving all around in his car, and three friends came.  Later I played 9 holes of golf.  

Tonight I finished my homework.  Daylight savings time began last night. 

 

April 29, 1946 Monday 

 

Back to school again!  It was such a nice day I hated to go to school.  At noon I came home for lunch.  

In Chemistry lab we learned about the photo-electric cell and electric eye.  After school I went over to 

Kevin’s and we walked up to the Bellevue Club and I played 5 holes of golf with Jack Donahue.  I got 

home late for supper but Dad went to Albany today and tomorrow.  After supper Kevin came over and 

we went up on Stolp and played basketball.  I got home at 9:15 and just did my Intermediate Algebra 

homework. 
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April 30, 1946 Tuesday 

 

I woke up at 7:15, went back to sleep and didn’t wake up until 8:45, too late to go to school so I stayed 

home from school.  I did my Latin III homework.  This noon I went to school.  Last period I had a 

Study.  Bob and I went up to the Bellevue Club after school and played 3 holes.  Kevin came up for 2 

holes.  Again tonight Kevin and I played basketball on Stolp with all the kids.  We went down to Doc’s 

later.  Did some homework when I got home. 
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May 1946 
 

May 1, 1946 Wednesday 

 

Every one of these days are beautiful.  We got our report cards this morning.  I got an average of 81.  At 

noon I walked home Stolp Ave. with the boys as usual.  Last night Sr. Armond (Armand?) called and 

said that Aunt Lillie (Mother St. Bernard) has pneumonia.  After school today I went up and played 9 

holes with Jack Donahue.  Jack is instructing me and I’m doing better.  We (family) ate at Drumlins 

tonight.  Did homework until 11:30 tonight. 

 

May 2, 1946 Thursday 

 

Mother St. Bernard is still very sick and not out of danger.  We went over part I’s in Chemistry and did 

problems on the board in Intermediate Algebra.  Last period we went over to the auditorium and heard 

some speeches.  After school I came home, helped Mother, and Kevin and I drove down city and did 

some errands for Mother.  I drove the car to get some gas after supper.  Then I did my homework of 

Intermediate Algebra and Latin III.  Then I got to bed at 10:30.  

 

May 3, 1946 Friday 

 

Bob and Joe McGrath left for New York City this morning for a vacation.  I drove our car to Mass and 

Communion (1
st
 Friday).  I have made 8 straight First Fridays.  Pat Feidt won the oratorical contest of 

the Catholic schools.  When I got home after school I drove Dad down city and then stopped over to 

Kirk Park for the first baseball game.  Rosary lost to St. Anthony’s 5 to 0.  Mother, Dad, and I ate supper 

at Schrafft’s.  Mother St. Bernard is worse again. 

 

May 4, 1946 Saturday 

 

Mother and Dad left for Ottawa at 9 this morning.  Mother St. Bernard is very bad.  I went over to 

Frani’s and then walked up to the Bellevue Club with him.  After playing 6 holes with Walt Hansen I ate 

at the Bellevue Club and walked 9 holes with Mr. Donahue and then played the last 9 holes with him.  I 

parred hole 12 and got a 6 on hole 13.  I shot about a 48.  After eating supper alone I played baseball 

(hardball) at the park with Frani, etc., and ten went down to Doc’s and hung around. 

 

May 5, 1946 Sunday 

 

I got up and walked to the 8:30 Mass and received Communion.  It was very cloudy and looked like rain 

all day.  I went over to Kevin’s and he took his father to Queen Anne’s (ice cream parlor) and then we 

drove around.  I got my own dinner at noon and Wendell Mc Bachron (?) and I went up to the Bellevue 

Club and played 18 holes of golf.  He got an 85 (46 on 1
st
 nine holes, 39 on 2

nd
 nine) and I got 95 (46 

and 49).  I didn’t play very well.  I parred holes 3, 6, and 11.  Tonight I did my homework.  Bob came 

home from New York at 11:30. 

 

May 6, 1946 Monday 

 

Got up at 7:40, ate, and walked to school.  At noon I came home and ate alone as Bob was down city.  In 

lab this afternoon we did the flame tests and borax bead test.  After school Bud Priest came home with 

me and helped me start the furnace fire which went out.  Then I went down city with him in his car to do 

some errands with him.  Tonight I did my homework. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
Annual Junior-Senior Breakfast Program 

May 13, 1946 

 

 

Note:  Nothing written in diary between May 7 and May 12, 1946.  May 13 is last diary entry in 1946. 

 

May 13, 1946 Monday 

 

Annual Junior-Senior breakfast! (see program on next few pages).  This morning I attended 7:45 Mass 

and afterwards I drove our car, with Bud Priest in his car, out to Howard Johnson’s restaurant for the 

breakfast.  We fooled around and had a good breakfast.  Then Frani, John Moody, and Alice Boynton, 

Chuck Levy, and I drove out (our car) to Skaneateles Lake to Marybeth McCarthy’s farm on the lake.  

We had lots of fun fooling around.  After driving home I got home at 5:30 and ate supper with Bob and 

did some homework. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

Annual Junior-Senior Breakfast Program 

May 13, 1946 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

Annual Junior-Senior Breakfast Program 

May 13, 1946 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

Communion Breakfast 

November 10, 1946 

 

The Most Holy Rosary school bulletin printed the following information in the November  

1946 issue of the ‘Mohorohi Bulletin’.  Paul attended this Communion Breakfast at M.H.R. 

 

COMMUNION BREAKFAST 
 

  The Fourth Annual Communion Breakfast will be held  

  in Priory Hall, Sunday, November 10
th

 at 10 o’clock. 

 

  The Communion Breakfast is not just a party.  It has a  

  spiritual significance.  We want the real Rosary spirit, which  

  we all possess but do not always show, to be evident on  

  Sunday.  The Apostolic Committee is responsible for it but  

  we need your continued cooperation.  It must be a wonderful  

  feeling to come into Priory Hall and find the place befittingly  

  decorated and ready for operations.  That requires time, effort  

  and many headaches. 

 

        This is how we want you to help – Rosary’s “Fourteen Points”: 
 

1.  After Mass report to the classrooms on first floor. 

2.  When the march begins, kindly start down in the order of classes. 

3.  Remain standing at your place in silence until grace has been said. 

4.  Do not seat yourselves until after the priests have been seated. 

5.  A picture of the group is to be taken so have a ‘watch-the-birdie’ attitude throughout the

 breakfast. 

6.  Do not tear or destroy the tablecloths or decorations. 

7.  One pint of chocolate milk or milk will be provided for those who requested that beverage. 

No ‘seconds’.  

8.  The favors will be distributed to you personally at the Breakfast. 

9.  The boys will be responsible for the collection of all empty milk bottles.  These will be placed in the 

cases. 

10.  All are requested to assist in the cleaning up.  The girls will clear the tables.  The boys will remove 

the tables and chairs to their respective places. 

11.  There are not going to be any policemen on duty.  So anyone who wants to ‘slink’ has four doors 

through which to dash.  Just pray that we do not see you going, for you would go so far down in 

our estimation that nothing you could ever do would bring you back.  We want and need the 

generous spirit which you have always shown.  Remember, ‘Nonomnia possumus omnes’ 

(translated from Latin: ‘We cannot all of us do everything’) 

12.  Keep out of the kitchen unless assigned to ‘K P’ duty. 

13.  Thank the Mothers who prepared your breakfast. 

14.  Last but not least – the boys will wear coats and ties.  The girls will be in uniform.  

Don’t forget your class song at the Breakfast!  
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

Christmas Show 

December 17, 1946 

 

 

Below is the program for the Christmas show ‘Peace on Earth’.  Paul plays one of the three kings. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Shamrock Jamboree 

March 17, 1947 

 

 

    On March 17
th

, St. Patrick’s Day, the Shamrock Jamboree was held  

    at the Hotel Syracuse East Ballroom.  17-year-old Paul attended this  

    event.  Jigtime Rhythms were played by Jack Freischer’s “Townsmen”,  

    and there was an Irish Songfest by Bob Planer.  Lyrics of the following  

    Irish songs were printed in the program.   

 

EVERYBODY SING! 

 

THE WEARING OF THE GREEN 

 

O Paddy dear, and did you hear the news that’s going ‘round 

The Shamrock is forbid by law to grow on Irish ground. 

St. Patrick’s day no more we’ll keep, his color can’t be seen 

For there’s a bloody law agin’ this wearing of the green. 

 

Verse 

I met with Napper Tandy and he took me by the hand 

And he said “How’s poor old Ireland and how does she stand?” 

She’s the most distressful country that ever you have seen 

They’re hanging men and women for the wearing of the green. 

 

A LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN 

 

Have you ever heard the story of how Ireland got its name? 

I’ll tell you so you’ll understand from whence old Ireland came. 

No wonder that we’re proud of that dear land across the sea 

For here’s the way me dear old mother told the tale to me. 

 

Chorus 

Shure a little bit of Heaven fell from out the sky one day. 

And nestled on the ocean in a spot so far away 

And when the angels found it, Shure it looked so peaceful there. 

So they sprinkled it with star dust just to make the shamrocks grow 

‘Tis the only place you’ll find them, no matter where you go. 

Then they dotted it with silver, to make its lakes so grand 

And when they had it finished, shure they called it Ireland. 

 

Verse 

‘Tis a dear old land of fairies and wondrous wishing wells. 

And no where else on God’s green earth have they such lakes and dales. 

No wonder that the angels loved its shamrock bordered shore 

‘Tis a little bit of heaven and I love it more and more. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

St. Patrick’s Day Shamrock Jamboree 

March 17, 1947 

  

MOTHER MACHREE 

 

There’s a spot in my heart which no colleen may own 

There’s a depth in my soul never sounded or known 

There’s a place in my mem’ry, my life that you fill 

No other can take it, no one ever will. 

 

Ev’ry sorrow or care in the dear days gone by 

Was made bright by the light of the smile in your eye 

Like a candle that’s set in the window at night, 

Your fond love has cheered me and guided me right. 

 

Chorus 

Shure I love the dear silver that shines in your hair 

And the brow that’s all furrowed and wrinkled with care. 

I kiss the dear fingers so toil worn for me, 

Oh, God bless you and keep you, Mother Machree. 

 

WHERE THE RIVER SHANNON FLOWS 

 

There’s a pretty spot in Ireland I always claim for my land 

Where the fairies and the blarney will never, never die. 

It’s the land of the shillalah, my heart goes back there daily 

To the girl I left behind me when we kissed and said “Goodbye”. 

 

Chorus 

Where dear old Shannon’s flowing, where the three leaved shamrock grows. 

Where my heart is I am going to my little Irish Rose 

And the moment that I meet her, with a hug and kiss I’ll greet her. 

For there’s not a colleen sweeter where the river Shannon flows 

 

 

The Shamrock Jamboree program states “Let’s also sing these songs:” 

MY WILD IRISH ROSE 

WHEN IRISH EYES ARE SMILING 

DID YOUR MOTHER COME FROM IRELAND 

THE SAME OLD SHILLALAH 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

High School Graduation 

June 21, 1947 

 

 
Paul received his high school diploma from Most Holy Rosary on June 21

st
, 1947 

 

The University of the State of New York Education Department 

Be it known that 

 Paul Bernard Conan 

 having satisfactorily passed examinations in English four years, science three years, intermediate algebra, 

plane geometry, and American history, and having submitted evidence of the satisfactory completion of an 

approved four-year course in the  

Most Holy Rosary High School 

 is thereby entitled to this  

College Entrance Diploma   

In witness whereof the Regents issue this diploma no. 283917  

under seal of the University at Albany in the June 1947 series. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

High School Graduation 

June 21, 1947 

 

 
 

This is the front page of the program Paul received at his high school graduation in 1947. 

Commencement took place at 3 p.m. on June 21
st
 in the Most Holy Rosary Auditorium. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

High School Graduation 

June 21, 1947 
 

 
 

 
 

The middle pages of Paul’s 1947 high school graduation program show that his brother 

Robert ‘Bob’ Conan read Psalm 33, which translates to “Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just”. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 

High School Graduation 

June 21, 1947 

 

 
 

The back page of Paul’s Most Holy Rosary graduation program lists prizes awarded  

to students at their graduation.  Paul wrote the winners’ names on the program. 
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Most Holy Rosary School 1946 - 1947 
 
 

This M.H.R. Alma Mater was printed in the Class of 1952 June 13
th

 pamphlet ‘Class Night Exercises’ 

 
 

      Paul wrote on this pamphlet “I was Marshal with Sheila McClarnon  

      and lead the graduating class on Sunday at Mass and at graduation.” 
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1947 
 

ONE LETTER & ONE DIARY ENTRY 

 

 

Paul received a letter from Ginger Bockey that is postmarked August 26, 1947 from Eagle Bay – which 

is in the Adirondack mountains.  It is transcribed below. 

 

August 25, 1947 Monday 

 

Dear Paul, 

 We have been having a wonderful time so far.  We were told to pack up and leave at 3:30 in the 

morning because we were making too much noise. 

 Ann McLaughlin and I tramped the streets of Inlet this afternoon looking for a room for you.  

We finally found one for you in a Tourist Home near the Church in Inlet.  There isn’t a name to it, so 

you had better come here first so that I can direct you to it.  It is a very clean and very respectable place 

and your room is O.K.  It is $3.50 per night, and it is all reserved for Saturday and Sunday.  I paid some 

money down on it for you. 

 There are more people up here that I know, than I ever expected to see.  Just everyone is here. 

(But you, that is). 

 They are enforcing a new rule at the L.P. (T.P.?).  Everyone under 18 is supposed to leave at 

10:30, but no-one does.  It is not very exciting anyway, due to the fact that the females outnumber the 

males 10 to one. 

 I have the two ends of the bracelet hooked together with a safety pin, so if it comes unclasped I 

can’t lose it, O.K.? 

 I do hope that my father and you got home safely.  What time did you arrive in Syracuse?  Anne 

and Mary didn’t get here until 6:00 and Moe got here this noon. 

 I can’t think of any more news offhand.  Write and be good, Love, Ginger 

 

P.S.  See you Saturday?  I hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul wrote only one entry in his diary book in 1947. 

 

September 4, 1947 Wednesday 

 

School starts again.  I got up at 7:15 this morning and went to 8:15 Mass.  Afterwards I went over to 

school.  Msgr. (Monsignor) came in and promoted each pupil but I still had to stay in the Junior room 

because I didn’t take the American History I flunked in summer school (all because of disobedience, 

Pooey!).  Frani and I played 18 holes of golf at Sunnycrest.  I shot a 74 and Frani got an 81.  Went to 

Doc’s tonight. 
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Most Holy Rosary Report Cards 1943 - 1947 
 

PAUL’S FRESHMAN YEAR 1943-1944 
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Most Holy Rosary Report Cards 1943 - 1947 
 

PAUL’S SOPHOMORE YEAR 1944-1945 
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Most Holy Rosary Report Cards 1943 - 1947 
 

PAUL’S JUNIOR YEAR 1945-1946 
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Most Holy Rosary Report Cards 1943 - 1947 
  

PAUL’S SENIOR YEAR 1946-1947 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Glee Club 

December 17, 1947 
 

 

Paul performed with the LeMoyne College Glee Club at the Syracuse Museum of Fine Arts. 
 

STUDENTS OF LEMOYNE COLLEGE 

Present a 

PREVIEW FOR PARENTS 

And 

FRIENDS OF LEMOYNE 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Glee Club 

December 17, 1947 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 
 

Paul Conan’s name is listed as a member of the LeMoyne Glee Club in December 1947. 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Glee Club 

May 7, 1948 

 

 

   On Friday May 7
th

, 1948 Paul performed with the LeMoyne College Glee Club at their First Annual 

   Spring Concert.  The event took place at the Syracuse Museum of Fine Arts.  The program noted that  

   1948 is the Centenary of the City of Syracuse.  Paul’s name is listed in the May 7
th

 program below. 
 

 

 
 

The following are some of the songs in the May 7
th

, 1948 Glee Club program: 

 

    Hail, Le Moyne              Jesu, Joy of My Endeavor Ave Maria Menagerie 

    All Through the Night  Comin’ Through the Rye Because Through the Years 

    Carry Me Back to Old Virginny     Sleep, Baby, Sleep             Dry Bones Battle Hymn Republic 

 

 

 
 

“Hail, LeMoyne” lyrics written by Edward P. Donovan, Music Director, Georgetown U. Glee Club 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Glee Club 

May 7, 1948 

 
                       X - Paul wearing white vest, dark shirt 

 
May 8

th
, 1948 Syracuse Herald Journal  

 

 
Paul Conan (age 19) 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Glee Club 

May 7, 1948 
 

 

 
May 8

th
, 1948 Syracuse Herald Journal  

 

On December 15
th

 and 16
th

, 1948 the “Boot and Buskin Dramatic Guild of LeMoyne College” 

performed in the auditorium at LeMoyne Heights.  The LeMoyne Glee Club singers also performed, and 

all their names were listed in the program for this event.   

 

Paul’s name is not listed among the 91 members of the LeMoyne Glee Club in December 1948.  Based 

on this it appears that Paul belonged to the Glee Club during his 1947-1948 Freshman year but did not 

participate during his 1948-1949 Sophomore year. 

 

   
The First Annual Ball of LeMoyne College was held on June 11, 1948. 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Syracuse Centorama 

~August 18, 1948 

 

 

1948 was the 100-year birthday (the centennial) of the City of Syracuse.  A 38-minute film with 3000 

actors was made to recreate the history of Syracuse.  It was called the Syracuse Centorama “The Snow 

of the Century”, and I found a copy of this “sound-color” film on youtube.com.  My father, Paul Sr., had 

a small part in this film.  He played an attendant to Father LeMoyne when he met with local Indians.  

Paul Sr. is pictured in the following newspaper photo, standing at the far right wearing black clothes, a 

light-colored hat, and white socks or boots.  This same scene can be viewed in the film beginning around 

the 9 minute 30 second mark.  A screenshot of the film is on the following page for comparison. 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Syracuse Centorama 

~August 18, 1948 
 

 
 

 
                 Paul Conan is pictured wearing a hat at the far right of this scrapbook newspaper 

     image (date unknown).  In a screenshot of the film ‘Syracuse Centorama’ made in  

     color (top image) Paul’s hat appears to be light blue.  The date was approximately  

    August 18
th

, 1948, the 100
th

 anniversary of the founding of the City of Syracuse. 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Syracuse Centorama 

August 18, 1948 

 

 
 

     
 

August 18, 1948 Syracuse Post Standard: 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Syracuse Centorama 

August 18, 1948 

 

 

    
 

August 18, 1948 Syracuse Post Standard: 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Diary Entries and Bob’s Letter 

1948 

 

Paul wrote only three entries in his diary book this year. 

 

September 6, 1948 Monday 

 

Labor Day in the woods.  Have been up in the Adirondacks since last Friday raising hell and having a 

swell time.  Took Joey McManus out last night (met her at Lumissis (?) and also drove John Moody’s 

car to Old Forge with Don La Casse, Joan Pringle, Frani Feola and Mary Hurly.  Got up at 11 a.m. and 

started home for Syracuse at 3:30 with John, Kevin, Bob, Winnie Sorgenfrei, and Peggy Hennsberry (?).  

Got home at 6:15 and tonight went to be at 11. 

 

September 9, 1948 Thursday 

 

I got up at 8 a.m. but it rained quite hard so I didn’t get to the park until 9 a.m.  I was pretty tired and 

actually laid down on one of the benches and rested while the radio played.  Then I marked one tennis 

court and this afternoon marked the other one.  At 4 I quit work for good and came home and slept for 

an hour.  At 7 Mother, Dad, Bob, and I ate supper at buffet at the Club.  At 9 Kevin came over in his car 

and we went up to Margo Villour’s (?) house and sat around talking to all the girls from Pat’s (11 of 

them). 

 

September 10, 1948 Friday 

 

My first free day.  I quit work yesterday and so slept this morning until 10 o’clock.  After breakfast I 

waited for Ed Tucker to come from Oswego.  We went up to the Bellevue Club, played 9 holes together, 

and then at 1:30 played a golf match.  Ed Tucker and Dan Williams (professor at LeMoyne) played Ed 

Keohane and I.  We won and beat them 3-2.  I had a 75 myself with birdies on holes 7 and 15.  Tonight I 

rode to Homer with Buck and then after getting back at 9:30 stayed in. 

 

 

On Wednesday October 13, 1948 Bob Conan Jr. sent his brother Paul the following personal letter that 

he wrote while attending Fordham University in New York City.  The original letter that Paul wrote to 

Bob which prompted this response has not been located. 

 

My Dear Paul, 

 Your letter was very welcome, for it awaited me here after a long day’s work and brought with it 

a touch of home.  And Mother’s letter arrived at the same time, so I was doubly thankful.  For its nice to 

hear from you. 

 

 But you sounded a little depressed and I don’t wonder at it.  Gee, I really liked Bill – be sure and 

let me know about him right away.  That was awful, and you all must have felt terrible.  I could sense 

that, for both letters seemed to be pervaded by a solemn gloom that was at once apparent – and I felt it 

too.  Yet how does tragedy make us see into ourselves or into the lives of others with renewed feelings 

of understanding – sometimes with love or pity – but always with a deep sense of wonder at our own 

being.  For we often study others, yet how often do we dare to examine and attempt to understand 

ourselves? 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Bob’s Letter  

1948 

 

 I know how you like people, and like to study them, to know them, and in that knowledge to find 

with them a common basis of friendship.  And I note the joy with which you receive a kindred spirit – 

this Bob Nash whom you recognize as being the same, only different.  But Oh, Paul, have you not noted 

deep within me the same thing – for how else could I quietly enjoy your youthful friends and the 

exciting times such as we have seen together (and I do look forward to more fun too, for let’s go out 

together again - ?).  Have we not sat and discussed our many friends, and having together seen into their 

life profited by our union of ideas.  For I too have seen into people even as you and, discriminating those 

in whom I felt a depth of soul who were true to themselves, cultivated a friendship of mutual 

understanding. 

 

 Do you know what I would like – to wander ever more and more, and to meet people who 

interest me.  Not always the most intelligent, but always the extraordinary – those who live up to their 

nature.  So let’s go out and see the gang again.  Let’s visit the places which are firm in our young 

memories and looking back, exult in our recollections of those cherished events in our marvelous life.  

And then turning our eyes forward we will seek new adventure – new faces and new ideas and, never 

forgetting our own might, grow in wisdom and strength.  Let’s drive again into the night as we have so 

often done before. 

 

 For now I am tired.  Not really so, but just tired of a work that I enjoy.  You know that I like to 

sit and read or write – to calculate some giant equation, or to play (piano) with meaningful living chords.  

Or I would read and know the giants of humanity; the awesome towering of a Beethoven, an Aristotle, a 

Bach or a Gibbs.  But then I must rest and turn to my friends – our friends for truly we both share alike, 

is it not so? 

 

 Do some people effect you strongly – are there some who seem to cause within your being such 

an awful movement that you cannot ignore even if you so wished?  Do you know men whom you would 

class on a higher plane than the average – higher because of the strange and magnificent power which 

lies within them?  Of course this makes a personality as you have before noted, yet is it really that?  I 

wonder.  And sometimes the brilliance of these so overpowers you that after seeing them you feel an 

exhaustion, yet a longing to see them again.  Have you felt that?   

 

 But you take out Midge O’Connor now!  Well I’m real glad, for you know that I liked her – she 

is a true girl.  And how friendly is she.  You must have had lots of fun.  I can scarcely imagine it 

otherwise, wish I could have seen you that night.   

 

 Sorry for the philosophy – you got me into a mood and, well, I just seemed to run along.  Maybe 

it’s because I like to have a heart to heart chat with you.  There’s no time or room (on this paper) left for 

news but right now there is nothing to tell anyways.  So I’ll write again and leave out the ideas and try to 

tell you something which you might enjoy.  So bear up and remember me again when you get a change.  

See you in three weeks. 

 

Bob 
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LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

Bob’s Letter 

1949 

 

On Monday February 7, 1949 Paul received a letter written by his 24-year-old brother Bob, who was a 

PhD. candidate at Fordham University in New York City.  Below is the part of Bob’s letter that pertains 

to 19-year-old Paul.  The untranscribed part of the letter pertained to Bob and Fordham. 

  

 

Dear Paul, 

So you passed!  Well good – I knew that you would.  But you must keep up your work now and 

not get behind, for that’s so easy.  And above all believe in yourself – in your own ability to do the 

work, for you can do it, honest.  And you’ll get good grades to, so don’t worry about college. 

 

 But how are things coming these days?  Busy as usual I suppose.  And the girls?  Which one?  

Well you tell me!  And what are Kevin and Neal doing these days? 

 

I have lots of new ideas for LeMoyne but never seem to get any time to work on them.  Soon I 

must write to Fr. O’Brien and tell him some things tho, if I ever get around to it.  I wish that I wasn’t 

always so busy.  When I come home in the summer once say to me ‘be lazy’ just to remind me to enjoy 

doing that for once. 

 

So I guess that’s about all for now.  But I’ll keep you posted, and sometime do let me know the 

news.  Remember me to some of your friends too, for you will recall how much I enjoy going with you 

and hearing about them. 

 

See you later brother, 

 

Bob 

 

N.B. (Nota Bene) And come on down here any time you darn well feel like it.  I sure would be glad to 

see you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Paul wrote only two entries in his diary book in 1949) 
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February 8, 1949 Tuesday 
 

I drove to school at 8 after getting up at 6:30 (8 o’clock class).  I had classes until 1 and after eating I 

went up to Barb O’Connor’s house with her.  Then we took her father’s car and went out to give her a 

driving lesson.  Out by Jamesville a state police car stopped us and caught Barb driving without a 

license or permit.  So we had to go to Dewitt with them to the Court and got a summons to appear 

tomorrow at 5:30.  Swell!  Tonight I studied until 10 o’clock on Economics and then went to bed. 
 

February 9, 1949 Wednesday 
 

Took the 8 o’clock bus for school this morning and had Medieval History, Economics, Spanish, and 

English all of which were very trying.  I stayed at school until 3 and then went up to Barbara O’Connors 

house and waited until 5 o’clock.  Then we went out to Dewitt to the Judge because of yesterday.  Mr. 

O’Connor’s lawyer helped us and I got a fine of $10 and Barb $5 for yesterday’s action.  Then I ate at 

Barb’s house (supper), took Midge O’Connor to Sorority with the car, and at 8:20 John got me and I 

came home.  Dad is mad at me and things are bad around here. 
 

   
 

   
Above is the receipt Paul received when he paid the $10 fine. 
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Paul’s 20
th

 birthday 

1949 

 

 
On his 20

th
 birthday Paul received this telegram from his brother Bob at Fordham University in N.Y.C. 
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Scouting Fraternity 

1950 
 

In his Junior year Paul joined the Scouting Fraternity Alpha Phi Omega. 
 

 
February 12, 1950 Syracuse Post Standard 

 

   
Paul was initiated into the Alpha Phi Omega Scouting Fraternity on May 27

th
, 1950. 
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1951 

 

This is Paul’s report card for his final semester at LeMoyne College 
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1951 Commencement 

 

Paul graduated from LeMoyne College in June 1951. 
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The John McNeil Orchestra played at the Senior Dinner Dance on June 4
th

 in the Main Ballroom. 
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Baccalaureate Day on Friday June 8
th

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                          Paul (below, right)  

 

 
June 9

th
, 1951 The Post Standard (Syracuse N.Y.) 
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Baccalaureate Day on Friday June 8
th

 

 

 
 

June 9
th

, 1951 The Post Standard (Syracuse N.Y.) 
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Baccalaureate Day on Friday June 8
th

 

 

 

 

June 8
th

, 1951 The Syracuse Herald Journal  
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The text of Bishop Cunningham’s address 

June 8
th

, 1951 The Syracuse Herald Journal  

 

 

     On this very happy and significant occasion we are assembled in our Cathedral dedicated to the 

Immaculate Virgin Mother, to give thanks to God for the many blessings which He has bestowed upon 

us.  It has long been the prayerful hope of Bishop Foery, the priests, religious and people that we might 

some day have our own institution of higher learning.  Therefore, in this first Baccalaureate of 

LeMoyne, we humbly express our profound gratitude and adoration to God through the action of the 

supreme oblation of Jesus Christ renewed for us in the holy sacrifice of this Mass. 

 

     “LeMoyne College is founded on faith in God, in Christ and his Church.  It is dedicated to love and 

service of our country, to science, to the arts and to culture, but its first loyalty is to our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, Whose cross rises into the sky above the college tower.  Let us examine for a few 

moments this faith of LeMoyne. 

 

     “Faith in the supernatural is true knowledge.  It is not merely information!  It is a new light to the 

mind whereby we believe what God has revealed.  True, sound logic is a cold light to knowledge.  The 

light of revelation is a torch, a burning beacon.  But this light must descend from above – the divine 

spark must first jump downward from God Who dwells in a world inaccessible to men.  Unless He 

reaches out to us, we cannot grasp Him.  His nature is utterly beyond us.  Nothing can bridge the infinite 

chasm between Him Who Is and ourselves save a free act of the divine will.  On our part, the only way 

we can reach God when He does reach out or speak to us is by an act of faith. 

 

     “Faith as an Intellectual process is something strange.  In this mysterious universe we must trust 

someone.  Every child takes its first lesson on faith.  We believe reliable news reports on faith.  This is 

natural faith.  Faith in the supernatural is of a higher order – it rests on the authority of God and we, as 

His children, must accept it. 

 

     “The first testimony of faith, the first evidence of things that appear not, is the testimony of reason to 

the existence of God and the immortality of the soul.  In the words of St. Paul to the Romans, ‘For the 

invisible things of life of Him, from the creation of the world, are clearly seen, being understood by the 

things that are made, his eternal power also and divinity.’  The second witness is the revelation of God. 

 

     “There was an original revelation given to man which, though never completely lost, was, in time, 

garbled and distorted.  That filtered down to us dimly from prehistoric times.  Then came the 

magnificent Mosaic revelation through the prophets.  For the first time since the fall of Adam, heaven 

opened and God spoke officially and publicly to man.  This was the first step in the reclamation of the 

individual and society.  Then, finally, in the fullness of time, God sent His only begotten Son and 

completed His grand revelation to the human race. 
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     “Men have almost fought against this Light of Divine Revelation.  They fight against the things that 

the Light reveals – the duty of forgiveness, the beauty of humility and chastity, the necessity of penance 

and self-discipline, and, in contrast, the ugliness of evil.  They became outraged at the Light’s strange 

wisdom and consider it folly, they think its Apostles queer and often persecute them.  This Light is too 

great, too bright for the circumscribed minds that cling to the vain, elusive things of the natural world 

and that resent being disturbed and shocked into knowledge so unearthly and sublime.  In the words of 

Christ, “The light is come into the world and men loved darkness rather than light.’ (John 3, 19). 

 

     “To those who accept this revelation, it provides an immense new vision of life’s true realities.  It 

offers tremendous hidden truths to the children of men; truths which even the greatest philosophers can 

never hope to attain.  Faith in this revelation is an act of high wisdom – it is self-expression at its finest.  

Mind and will reach upward and accept the Light that clarifies and completes the knowledge gained by 

reason and experience.  The soul of man then rests in tranquil certainty and its guarantee of peace is the 

uncreated, unchallengeable truth. 

 

     “The light of revealed truth is intended to endure for ‘the consummation of the world’ – it is by the 

Providence of God for peace and joy of men’s souls throughout all the ages of time even into eternity.  

The preserver, the guardian, the custodian of this revelation is the church, divinely established by Christ 

and endowed with the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit of God.  One church alone has claimed from 

the beginning to be this custodian and that is the Apostolic Roman Catholic Church which dates from 

the very days of the Apostles.  None other claims the right to speak in matters of faith and morals as 

with the voice of God.  But the Roman Catholic Church cannot do otherwise, for it holds that the faith of 

the Apostles was entrusted of it by Christ Himself and infallibly protected from error ever since that 

time by the Holy Spirit.  These fundamental dogmas of truth form a definite deposit of revealed facts 

which were imparted once for all and may be neither changed nor repudiated.  If then the Catholic 

Church were to renounce by one jot or title its claim to be this visible and infallible custodian whose 

privilege it is to preserve the truth and to teach it with authority, it would immediately level itself with 

Christian sects in which authoritative doctrine and discipline have disappeared. 

 

     “The Charter of the Church giving it the power, the right and the duty of this teaching office was 

contained in the commission from Christ to the Apostles: ‘All power in heaven and on earth is given to 

me; going, therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Ghost.’  From Apostolic times the Church has sought to be faithful to this command of her Divine 

Founder.  She has presented, through the centuries to both the slave and the free, to the savage and the 

cultured, to the ruler and the ruled, to the rich and the poor, the revelation of God and Jesus Christ as the 

way, the truth and the life. 
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     “In fulfillment of the command of Christ and at great sacrifice, the Church has built institutions of 

learning – from the elementary to the college and university level but it has always placed in the first 

and honored position the study of religion, the knowledge of God and the supernatural.  Education 

unsupported by and even forcibly divorced from religion can produce only disastrous consequences.  

Just a hundred years ago the brilliant Cardinal Newman sought to convince his own generation that such 

a system of education was not only futile but fraught with great danger to society.  Acutely aware of that 

peril to western civilization which accompanied the rapid specialization of knowledge, he foresaw that 

the human mind would be plunged in chaos if it were unhappily deprived of some general principle of 

unity and interpretation.  This, he insisted, theology alone could give and he argued that theology, so far 

from restricting knowledge or limiting our horizon, was the true inspiration of all our learning.  Now the 

world, confused and bewildered, must with slow and halting steps return to the wisdom that ‘religious 

truth is not only a presentation, but a condition of general knowledge.’ 

 

     “One of the very touching and beautiful scenes in the life of Christ took place at his tomb.  The holy 

women had come to the sepulcher to to anoint the dead body of Jesus and in a heart-breaking moment 

they discovered the great stone rolled back and the tomb empty and his sacred body missing.  In tears of 

anguish Mary said to the young man sitting near the tomb who asked the reason of their tears, ‘Because 

they have taken away my Lord and I know not where they have laid him.’  Do not these words of the 

holy women describe the world today? 

 

     “Do they not describe what has happened to the great majority of men and women.  Do they not 

indicate the cause of much of the suffering, anguish and chaos in the world?  God has been taken out of 

the lives of men, out of the domestic life of nations and the deliberations of the family of nations.  The 

remnants of past ages of Christianity still have some influence up on our society but neither an 

individual nor a nation can live indefinitely upon the capital of which he has been fortunate to be the 

heir.  There is much tragedy in the world but one of the greatest is the unconscious hunger and thirst of 

millions for something which they cannot even express in words, but which they desperately need.  It is 

the need of a knowledge of God and His divine truth, an opening of men’s hearts to God and His divine 

love, a recognition of God’s rights and man’s obligations to serve his Creator. 

 

     “We rejoice with you, the first graduates of LeMoyne, with your parents and your friends.  At the 

same time, we confidently expect that as men and women of supernatural faith you will be firm 

advocates of God’s rightful place in human society.  With all religious minded men you will seek to 

bring God back into education.  You will seek to bring God back into government, into economic life, 

into all life, private and public, individual and social. 

 

     “It has been said that faith is like bread and today men’s hearts are withered because they have 

forgotten to eat their bread.  Our Lady is ready to give the world the Bread of Life once more.” 

 



Paul B. Conan – Scrapbook & 1945-1949 Diary               183            Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 
 

 

 

 

LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

1951 Commencement 

 

Baccalaureate Day on Friday June 8
th

  

 

 

     Following the baccalaureate service the LeMoyne graduates attended a breakfast for faculty and 

students at Hotel Onondaga.  Tomorrow they will observe Parents Day on the campus. 

 

     A play will be presented by senior members of the Boot and Buskin Dramatic Society and academic 

awards will be made to seniors. 

 

     William F. Topp has been named executive secretary of the new Alumni Association.  First president 

of the group is George C. Gunz. 

 

     Others on the Alumni Association board of directors are Edmund J. McGarrell of Elmira, vice 

president; Edward J. Downes, vice president; Daniel J. Brown, treasurer; Miss Kathleen Hopkins, 

secretary; Father Schlaerth, moderator; Miss Marian Sopher, William Kerrigan, Robert Jones, Miss Joan 

Meldon, Miss Grace Popp, Richard Ryan, Theodore Sullivan of Jersey City, Mason Crowe, Daniel 

McNeill, Ronald Fox, Donald Sawyer, William Scheutzow of Oswego and John Bradley. 
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This is the program for the very first graduation class at LeMoyne College. 
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“LeMoyne College, youngest daughter of the generations of Jesuit colleges” 
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Paul received his Bachelor of Science degree in Social Studies on June 10
th

.  
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These students also graduated from LeMoyne College on June 10
th

.  
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Monday June 11
th

, 1951 The Post Standard (Syracuse, N.Y.) 

 

     LeMoyne College conducted the first commencement in its history yesterday. 

     Approximately 4,000 spectators witnessed the historic exercises in the state fair coliseum.  Rain 

made it impossible to hold the commencement outdoors on the LeMoyne campus. 

     Bachelor’s degrees in arts, pure science, social studies, industrial relations, or business administration 

were received by 262 students including 180 Syracusans. 

 

Honorary Degree 
     LeMoyne, in the fifth year of its founding, presented its first honorary degree, an honorary doctor of 

humane letters to the Most Rev. Walter A. Foery, bishop of Syracuse, who received the honor clad in the 

red robes of his office. 

          Delivering the commencement address, Bishop Foery said “LeMoyne has been part of our 

thinking during the past four years.  Its name has been upon our lips; its achievements applauded by 

grateful hearts.  But the day on which our hearts and minds have been set is this commencement day – 

the graduation of its first class.  These are the cornerstone on which, I hope and pray, that a magnificent 

alumni association will be constructed.  These have formed the traditions which will forever be a part of 

the life of this young school.” 
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     The bishop spoke of the war-like world into which the first graduates enter.  “It is very easy in the 

mood of this hour to give up the struggle for understanding and for freedom and self-direction, and to let 

oneself be swept along with the opportunism that not only drifts with the tide, but exploits the confusion. 

 

Youth Lauded 
     “It is one of the most encouraging things in our civilization,” Bishop Foery noted, “that under such 

circumstances most of our young people are keeping their heads, that they are going calmly and 

constructively about their day-to-day business, that they are less anxious than those of us who are older, 

and they are by no means disheartened.” 

     Three interests should be dominant in the heart of every LeMoyne graduate, Bishop Foery said.  “No 

one of us can conscientiously stand idly by during these critical days which confront our beloved 

country.  Our investigating committees may have discovered some of the weaknesses of our democracy, 

but they may have failed to indicate our strength. 

     “They may have uncovered some dishonest men in our political life,” the Bishop explained, “but they 

did not intend to make political life so unattractive that good men, so desperately needed there, should 

refuse to serve.  It seems imperative, then, that college graduates with a sharpened moral sense and with 

an unselfish devotion to our beloved country should enter into the political arena, for it is here that 

public opinion finds expression and policies are formed.” 

 

Urges Church Support 
     The bishop urged the graduates to remain strongly attached to the church and to remember their 

college always. 

     LeMoyne’s president, the Very Rev. William J. Schlaerth, SJ, conferring the honorary degree upon 

the bishop, read the citation, which said in part:  “High priest and zealous pastor of his flock, this 

illustrious and most reverend Father in Christ bears nobly before the eyes of all men the fullness of the 

Apostolic priesthood.  Few men in the course of a long and unselfish lifetime could deserve so well of 

community, of country and of church as this Most Reverend Bishop.” 

     At 3 p.m. the commencement exercises began with the academic procession.  The graduates occupied 

front rows on the Coliseum floor and the officials and honored guests took their places upon the 

platform. 

     Leading the academic procession were the graduates, followed by about 65 lay teachers and the 

Jesuit faculty.  Then came the college board of regents, including T. Frank Dolan, Albert Haskell, 

Leonard P. Markert, Francis L. McElroy, James Scanlon, W. Marcus Crahan, Edward Eagan, Thomas E. 

Kennedy, Justice William E. McClusky, H. Paul Nelligan, Anthony A. Henniger and Judge Brennan. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paul B. Conan Sr - Scrapbook & 1945-49 Diary                 190                 Copyright © 2018 Paul B. Conan Jr. 

LeMoyne College 1947 - 1951 
 

1951 Commencement 
 

Commencement Day on Friday June 10
th

  

 

Guests and Delegates 
     Next in line were guests and delegates, including Brother Cornelius of CBA, Paul Callahan, SJ, the 

Rev. Andrew J. Bouwhuis, SJ, Elmer C. Hughes, the Rev. Robert Long, the Rev. Robert Grewen, SJ, 

Brother Arthur, the Rev. Francis McGuire, SJ, the Rev. John Reagan, SJ, Mario Rossi, the Rev. Gannon 

Ryan, and the Rev. James Callaghan.  They were followed by Monsignori Dooling, Piejda, McDowell, 

McPeak, and the Very Rev. Francis Edic, OFM. 

     In the president’s party were the Rev. Joseph F. Beglan, SJ, first dean of LeMoyne; Dr. Finla G. 

Crawford, Mayor Thomas J. Corcoran, the Rev. Theodore J. Clarkson, SJ, assistant dean of LeMoyne; 

the Very Rev. Provincial John J. McMahon, SJ, the Most Rev. David F. Cunningham, the Very Rev. 

William J. Schlaerth, SJ, the Most Rev. Walter A. Foery, and the Rev. Francis Fallon, SJ, dean of 

LeMoyne. 

     The national anthem was played.  Father McMahon, provincial of the New York Province of the 

Society of Jesus, gave the invocation.  He prayed that God “bless this day and deed.  We have labored to 

make this first group of graduates God’s men and women.” 

 

Returns in Spirit 
     Father Schlaerth, in the president’s remarks, said “By the grace of God we have come a long way.  

Father LeMoyne returns in spirit here today to salute the graduates.  God bless and grace the class of 

1951 – the first graduates of LeMoyne. 

     Following the conferring of the honorary degree upon Bishop Foery, the graduates marched to the 

platform to receive their degrees from Father Schlaerth and to kiss the bishop’s ring.  Dean Fallon and 

Assistant Dean Clarkson assisted Father Schlaerth. 

     Senior awards were presented to Ann J. Byron of senior arts, Marguerite A. Walser, Edward J. 

Gorman, Jr., C. Bernard Quinn, Leonard F. Fralick and Theodore R. Sullivan. 

     Miss Byron received the Bishop Foery medal in theology, the Leonard P. Markert medal in 

philosophy, and the Edward Eagan medal in liberal arts.  Miss Walser was awarded the H. Paul Nelligan 

medal in science. 

 

Medals Awarded 
     Mr. Gorman received the Gregory J. Derschug, SJ, medal in social studies.  Mr. Quinn received the 

Mary Haskell Memorial medal in industrial relations.  Mr. Fralick was presented with the Francis and 

Martha McElroy medal in business administration.  Mr. Sullivan was awarded the Syracuse Chapter of 

the National Association of Cost Accountants award. 
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In 1957 Paul was the first LeMoyne graduate to be named an officer of a Syracuse bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


