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The Nursery Property 
A parcel of land in the northwestern portion of Military Lot #18 has figured prominently 

in the history of the area that is known today as Mattydale. The 1860 map shown below shows 

the northerly portion of Lot 18 in the town of Salina.   

 

 
 

Alanson Thorp, William Brown Smith, and John. C. Hanchett ran a large nursery 

bounded by Bear Trap Creek on the west; the north line of Military Lot #18 on the north; the 

Cicero plank road on the east; and on the south by a line extended from Molloy Road, passing 

through the Toll Gate house. The black square after the label “T S & H” at the intersection of the 

north line of Military Lot #18 and the Cicero plank road is the structure that probably became the 

Roselawn home of Benjamin Baum after he purchased it in 1866. 

The road entering from the east in the center of the map was known as Richardson Road. 

While that name can still be found in the land records, today it is better known as East Molloy 

Road. Today it extends across the intersection and runs down to Bear Trap Creek and it is known 

as West Molloy Road. This was the southern boundary of the nursery property. 

On the following page the area is shown in an aerial photo from October 1951. The photo 

has been labeled to designate the various places of interest.  

  

 

 

mailto:mfmcgraw@austin.rr.com


  

Sequence of Land Ownership - 2 - Copyright © 2023  Michael F. McGraw 

and Colette Smolinski 

 

 

Sequence of Land Ownership and When the Property Was Acquired 
Richard Adams — 1836 

Nursery — Thorpe, Smith & Hanchett — 1854 

John Kirsch — 1900 

Kirschwood Development — 1927 

Roxboro School — ~1952 
 

 
Source: Growing Up on the Fields of Rose Lawn 

  

http://mcgrathsearch.com/mattydale_files/Growing%20Up%20On%20The%20Fields%20of%20Rose%20Lawn%2009-07-13.pdf#page=11
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The Same Area in July 1966 

 
Source: Growing Up on the Fields of Rose Lawn 

http://mcgrathsearch.com/mattydale_files/Growing%20Up%20On%20The%20Fields%20of%20Rose%20Lawn%2009-07-13.pdf#page=16

