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The Beginning 
 
There was an oral tradition in our family that the Lonergans and the McGraws had been long time 
neighbors. The details of exactly which McGraw family, where they were neighbors and most 
importantly when they had been neighbors were missing. We knew it was probably in the Truxton 
area but past that no one had any answers. Note: Page number references are to be found in 
The McGrath Family of Truxton, New York. See http://home.austin.rr.com/mfmcgraw 
 
My grandfather, Edward C. McGraw, used to tell a story about his school days at Schoolhouse #2 
on the North Road in Truxton, Cortland County, NY. There was a young girl named Lonergan 
attending school with my grandfather and he told this story about her. Early one morning, young 
Edward and several of his friends arrived at the schoolhouse before the teacher and the other 
students. They unbolted the desk from the floor, which belonged to the young Lonergan lady, 
turned it around to face the back wall and then re-bolted it to the floor. Then they waited for the 
teacher and their classmates to show up. He never told us what the punishment was for this little 
prank but from the pleasure he got out of telling the story many decades later it must have been 
worth it. [As an interesting side light – My Uncle, the late John Casey of Apulia (the berry farm) 
bought that schoolhouse in 1947 and moved it up to Apulia on Berry Road. His wife, the late 
Evelyn Stack Casey (my mother’s sister), was still living in that house until her death in 2006.] 
 
In July 1999 I was in the Cortland area to attend the 50th McGraw Reunion held at the Skyline 
Pavilion at Highland Forest, in Fabius, NY. After the reunion I spent a couple days doing some 
family history research in the Cortland – Truxton – Cuyler area. During a visit to St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery in Truxton I decided to write down the gravestone inscriptions and relative locations of 
the graves of the various relations that I could locate. I saw a stone with different family names on 
each side – the Lonergan side was facing west and the Morton side was facing east, as were 
most of the stones in the cemetery. On the Lonergan side of the stone were: Patrick Lonergan 
(1855 – 1892) and his wife Kate (1857 – 1924). Patrick and Kate shared a tombstone with the 
Morton family.  
 
The Morton side of the gravestone was the final resting place for some of the members of the 
Lawrence Morton family. On the Morton side of the plot were: Lawrence (1814 – 1894), his wife 
Maria (1834 – 1904) and three of their children: Patrick (1862 – 1886), Lawrence (1864 – 1868) 
and Julia (1869 – 1925). 
 
 It was the Lonergan name that made me copy down the inscriptions and dates but I had no idea 
when or if I would ever find a use for the information.  
 
On that same trip I spent two days searching through the Deed Records in the County Clerk’s 
Office in the Cortland County Court House. They only accepted cash, so I had to carefully choose 
which records I wanted copied. I also wanted to buy some books from Virginia Whitmarsh, the 
former Cuyler town historian, and I knew she would also want cash. Despite the need to conserve 
cash I was determined to get copies of the 1876 maps of Truxton and Cuyler that were hanging 
on the wall of the office. These maps were part of an atlas that included all the towns in Cortland 
County. The maps showed the location of all the farms in each town, the name of the occupant in 
the year that the map was made and in most cases the number of acres in the parcel. Together 
with the copies of the deeds that I found, these maps and the acreage information made it 



Lonergan Story 10-27-06.doc                                                 - 2 - 

possible to pinpoint the actual location of these farms. It was the Cuyler map, with some help 
from the 1860 census that allowed me to determine that my gg-grandparents Edmond and Mary 
Ryan McGraw and the James Lonergan family had been neighbors on Morgan Hill during the 
1860s.  
 
So the questions were answered. The families had been neighbors in the town of Cuyler on 
Morgan Hill, the time period was the 1860s and the McGraws were my gg-grandparents. That 
was the end of the Lonergan activity for the next four years, since there didn’t appear to be 
anymore questions that needed to be answered. That would change in 2003. 
 
The Upperchurch Connections 
 
In the early part of 2002 I put together a short summary of the information that I had gathered on 
the Ryan families in the Onondaga, Cortland and Madison County area. I distributed this 
summary on several Internet lists and posted it on a couple Query Boards. I got a few nibbles but 
nothing significant until Barb Ryan of Cortland, NY responded with information on her Ryans who 
were from Upperchurch parish in Co. Tipperary, Ireland – the same parish that my gg-
grandparents came from in Ireland. We exchanged information for a couple months and then she 
went off to pursue other activities and I spent the next six months working on a software 
development program. By March of 2003 I was tired of software and started up the genealogy 
research again. I renewed my contact with Barb and the information really started flowing back 
and forth again. We were finding connections almost everywhere we looked and many of them 
could be traced back to Upperchurch in Co. Tipperary. The Lonergan trail picked up again when 
Barb sent me a list of records that had been compiled by her aunt, Mary Ryan Kennedy. On that 
list was the record of the March 18, 1861 birth of son Daniel to James Lonergan and Ann Burke. 
This was the first time I had seen Ann’s maiden name and Burke was a name that was found 
among the Ryan families Barb and I were working with at the time. Later Barb was able to find the 
grave of Ann Burke Lonergan in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in Pompey, NY. The 
inscription on her gravestone gave her death as June  24, 1870 at the age of 36 and her place of 
birth as Upperchurch parish in Co. Tipperary (the correct month might be July). Not only were 
James and Ann Lonergan living next door to my gg-grandparents, Edmond and Mary Ryan 
McGraw, on Morgan Hill in Cuyler but they were from the same parish in Ireland. Perhaps they 
had also been neighbors in the old country.   
 
This aroused my interest in the Lonergans once again and I began searching for Lonergans and, 
out of curiosity, for Mortons in the census records.  
 
The Census Records 
 
In the 1850 census for Truxton, Cortland County [M432\493\127B, Residence 13, Family 14] 
Lawrence (age 25) and Mariah (age 16) MORTIN were living on a farm worth $1100. 
 
In 1860 Lawrence Morton was living in the Town of Truxton in Cortland County, according to the 
census taken on July 18, 1860 [M653\739\619, Residence 340, Family 358] the Morton family 
consisted of: Lawrence (35), his wife Maria (27) and their children Bridgett (5), Catherine (3), and 
Margarett (1). Lawrence and his wife were born in Ireland and all their children had been born in 
NY. Lawrence was a farmer and had real estate worth $3800 and a personal estate of $1420. 
Living with the Morton family was Patrick Flaherty (30) who was born in Ireland. Patrick was one 
of my gg-grandfathers. (See pp. 176-80 of The McGraw Family of Truxton, New York (TMFTNY)) 
 
According to the 1860 census for the Town of Cuyler, [M653\739\78, Residence 94, Family 88 – 
July 3, 1860]. James Lonergan (35) and wife Ann (26) were farmers with $1000 worth of real 
estate and $250 worth of personal possessions. They were both born in Ireland. Their children 
were Mary (9), Rebecca (8), Patrick (5), Bridget (3) and Ellen (1) and they were all born in NY. 
Therefore the Lonergan family arrived in America in 1851 or earlier. Ann was 9 years younger 
than her husband James and it appears she had her first child at the age of 15.    
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According to Mary Ryan Kennedy’s Truxton records James Lonergan was married to Ann Burke. 
On the 1876 map of Cuyler there is a J. Lonergan on Lot #75. This is another Burke connection 
for the Morgan Hill gang. Jeremiah Burke and wife Emma Ryan were just a few miles up the road. 
Emma Ryan’s parents were Phillip and Margaret Ryan from Gleninchnaveigh, Upperchurch, Co. 
Tipperary. The Burke or Ryan connections seem to explain many of the relationships on Morgan 
Hill. Jeremiah and Ann Burke were siblings. In 1860 Jeremiah and Emma were living in Fabius. 
 
The decade of 1870’s must have been difficult for the Lonergan family. James’ wife Ann died the 
summer of the census and James, age 45, remarried, probably in 1871, to a woman named 
Catherine who was 29 at the time of their marriage. Together they had four children, two boys 
and two girls, between 1872 and 1879. By the time of the 1880 census (June 13, 1880) Catherine 
was the head of the Lonergan household on Morgan Hill and husband James was missing and 
probably deceased. Only the 4 youngest children were still at home. The nine children that were 
born to James and Ann Burke Lonergan were no longer living at home. By 1900 there were no 
Lonergans in the Cuyler census. 
 
The 1870 Cortland Co. census for Truxton finds Lawrence and Maria Morton and four of their 
children. Lawrence (52) was a farmer with real estate worth $26,000, his wife was Catherine (36) 
and she was keeping house. [Notice the large value of the real estate, which was a result of the 
inflation that followed the end of the Civil War.] Their children were Cathanna (13), Margarett (11), 
Patrick (8) and Julia (1). The children were all born in NY. Joan O’Conor (30), a domestic servant, 
whose was born in Ireland was also living with them. Richard Lee (45), a farm laborer, born in 
Ireland was also staying with the Morton family.  
 
The 1880 Truxton census finds Patrick Lonergan’s future wife, Catherine Morton, living with her 
parents and siblings on West Hill Road. Patrick had left his parent’s home on Morgan Hill, in 
Cuyler by 1880 and was living with the Ira Crandall family south of the village of Truxton. Patrick 
Lonergan and Catherine Morton married sometime between 1880 and 1882. They had five 
children, 2 sons and three daughters, born between Nov. 1882 and Aug. 1891 which was the 
year prior to Patrick’s death.   
 
Also in Truxton in 1880 [T9\822\Part1\238B Residence 123, Family 134] was Patrick McDonald 
(47) his wife Mary Lee McDonald (46) and their children: Arthur (21), Mariah (18), Lizzie (17), 
Katie (14), Margaret (11) and Bridget (8). Living with Patrick and Mary are Patrick’s father Patrick 
McDonald (84) and his brother Arthur McDonald (53) labeled as “Insane Labors,” and a servant 
named Joseph Nevins (14). 
 
The census information from 1900 showed the Patrick Lonergan family living on West Hill Road 
but Catherine Morton Lonergan had been the head of the household since the death of her 
husband Patrick in 1892. All five of the Lonergan children were living at home. The children’s 
names were obscured by a large black blotch on that page of the census. However, their sexes 
and ages were readable and the names were determined from a later census. There was a son 
James A., 17 (b. Nov. 1882), a daughter Anne M., 15 (b. April 1885), a son Lawrence J., 13 (b. 
Nov. 1886), a daughter Josephine J., 11 (b. Sept. 1888) and a daughter Margaret A., 8 (b. Aug. 
1891). These were the only Lonergans in the 1900 census for the Town of Truxton. 
 
The next person in the census that year was Catherine’s mother Maria McDonald Morton who 
was also a widow.  In the 1900 census for Truxton (8th & 9th of June 1900; T623\1020\Part2\256B, 
Residence 99, Family 100) there was a Maria Morton, a widow. Maria Morton was born in July 
1834 and of her 14 children only 4 were still alive. She had come to the U.S. some 58 years 
before in 1842 and she owned her farm on which she had a mortgage. Living with Maria Morton 
were her son John (b. Oct. 1862) and her daughter Julia (b. Mar. 1870) both of whom were 
single.  
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Listed next in the census was John Flaherty and living him was his mother Catherine Phelan 
Flaherty. John Flaherty was the eldest son of Patrick Flaherty and Catherine Phelan, my gg-
grandparents and was the older brother of one of my g-grandfathers Michael Flaherty. His father, 
Patrick Flaherty, was living with the Lawrence Morton family in 1860. (See pp. 176-80). 
 
The Lonergan - Morton gravestone mystery in the Truxton Catholic Cemetery, Truxton, NY has 
therefore been solved.  The answer to the question about the shared cemetery plot was partly the 
fact they were neighbors, living out on West Hill Road together but more importantly Lawrence 
and Maria McDonald Morton were Catherine Lonergan’s parents.  
 
In the 1910 Truxton Census [T624\934\Part2\304A Residence 62, Family 64] Cate Lonergan was 
still living on West Hill Road. All 5 of her children were living with her along with her younger 
sister Julia Morton. The children were grown and all were still single. James A. (27) is working on 
the family farm. The other four children were listed as teachers in public schools: Anna M. (24), 
Lorance J. (23), Josephine J. (21) and Margaret A. (18). 
 
In the 1920 Truxton Census [T625\1096\Part1\297A Residence 37, Family 37] Lawrence 
Lonergan (33) was living in the family homestead on the West Hill Road. He was married to 
Blanche Currie (24) sometime after the 1910 census. They had three children at the time of the 
census: Francis (9-11/12), Thomas (2-9/12) and an unnamed son (5/12). Also living with 
Lawrence and Blanche was Blanche’s sister Martha Currie who was 19 and single.  
 
Over on the North Road [T625\1096\Part1\297A Residence 47, Family 47] was James Lonergan 
(37) and his wife Alice Casey (40). They were married in 1914 and she was the daughter of John 
D. Casey (1839-1925) and Kate Lyons (1846-1915) [See pp. 188-9; TMFTNY]. They might have 
even taken over the old Casey on the North Road when John Casey retired from farming but that 
will take a little more research to nail down that bit of information. This John Casey is the 
grandfather of the late John Casey of Apulia mentioned on the first page in connect with the old 
Truxton Schoolhouse No. 2. 
 
But the connection doesn't end there. Patrick and Kate Morton Lonergan had a son named 
Lawrence who married Blanche Currie. I have Currie relatives who are related to the Beatties of 
Truxton and this Blanche turns out to be Doug Currie’s aunt. Lawrence and Blanche had several 
children, one of whom was a son named Francis, born 1910 in Truxton on the West Hill Road. 
This Francis grew up to be a doctor in North Syracuse New York. Francis Lonergan had a 
daughter named Patricia (Patty). Patty and I went to St. Margaret's School together in Mattydale 
NY from 2nd grade to 8th grade. So there I was sitting in a classroom with Patty Lonergan for all 
those years and neither of us knew that our gg-grandparents had been neighbors over 100 years 
before that down in Cuyler, NY and perhaps even before that in Upperchurch in Co. Tipperary, 
Ireland.  
  
My grandfather, Edward C. McGraw, told the story when I was in grade school about the 
Lonergan girl that he went to school with in Truxton at Schoolhouse #2 on the North Road. I knew 
Patty Lonergan at the time but never made the connection. After all there were 1000’s of 
Lonergans in the world and Truxton was so far away from North Syracuse from my youthful 
perspective.  
 
And now the story continues even further…  
 
I tracked down a first cousin of Patty Lonergan named Amy Lonergan who currently lives in 
Camillus, NY. She confirmed the connection through Francis Lonergan (her father was Edward 
Lonergan and her mother was Irene).  
 
I have also been corresponding with Curtis Tobin, Sr. of Chittenango (see p. 149-152; TMFTNY) 
whose gg-grandmother, Margaret Ryan, was my gg-grandmother's sister. There is a Lonergan 



Lonergan Story 10-27-06.doc                                                 - 5 - 

connection in his family. His g-grandmother was Mary Ann Lonergan, daughter of James and Ann 
Burke Lonergan of Morgan Hill.  
  
Mary Ann Lonergan’s nephew James married Alice Casey (1878-1969) in 1914. Alice was the 
aunt of my late uncle John C. Casey (1914-2003) that I mentioned earlier. Therefore the 
Lonergans are related to three families that I am related to: Currie, Casey and Tobin. 
 
I sent an e-mail to my cousin Bill Casey (John C. Casey’s son who now owns the family farm on 
Berry Road in Apulia Station, Fabius Co.) and asked him some questions about the Lonergan 
connection and a Ryan connection in his family. In particular I asked him about the person 
mentioned in the short e-mail that his mother had sent me some years back. The person she 
mentioned never did contact me. This person had an ancestor who came from Upperchurch in 
Co. Tipperary. 
  
This person is probably William or James Danehy who are sons of Francis and Anna Ryan 
Danehy. Francis Danehy was one of the sons of William and Mary Elizabeth Casey Danehy. 
Mary Elizabeth Casey was the daughter of John D. Casey (1839-1925) and Kate Lyons (1846-
1915).  
 
Anna Ryan married Francis Danehy in 1909 and she was the daughter of James Ryan and Ellen 
Barker. James Ryan was the son of Margaret H. Ryan (1844-1921) and Patrick Henry Ryan 
(1847-1931). Margaret H. Ryan was the daughter of James Ryan (1806-1889) and Bridget Hayes 
(1816-1871) from Upperchurch. 
 
Connections with the Lee Family 
 
There were several Lee families in the Truxton and Cuyler area that have possible connections to 
the Lonergan family. There was another Lee family that was among the pioneer settlers of Cuyler. 
The Lee families on this page are not from that pioneer family.  
 
Patrick McDonald, son of Patrick and Julia Lee McDonald, married Maria Lee on December 23, 
1854. The priest was James P. Cahill and the witnesses were Edward Dwyer and Anna Callaher ( 
Callahan?). Patrick and Maria Lee were living with Patrick’s parents at the time of the 1850 
census. 
 
Living next door in 1850 was the Hobart family and living with them was David Lee , age 27, born 
in Ireland, he was a laborer. See family tree below. 
 
In the 1860 census for Cortland Co. Town of Truxton, two farms away from the Mortons, were 
Thomas Lee (20) and his wife Catherine Burke (18). Another Burke! Thomas was born in Ireland 
and Catherine was born in NY. They had been married less than a year. 
 

134. LEE, Thomas married Catherine BURKE 4 September 1859, at Truxton. No banns 
called. Priest: Bonaventure Carney. Witnesses: Patrick Lillis and Johanna Lee .  

 
From Mary Ryan Kennedy’s Truxton RC records: 
 

born 7/9/1860 Thomas 
- son of Thomas  and Catherine Burke Lee 
- sponsors  James Sheedy and Ann Burke   

 
Mary Ryan Kennedy’s grandparents were born in Upperchurch, Co. Tipperary. She kept track of 
relatives and persons that she knew. The Ann Burke who was a sponsor at Thomas Lee’s 
baptism might be the same Ann Burke who was the wife of James Lonergan. Ann Burke was 
born in the parish of Upperchurch. This might be another link with the Lee family, neighbors of the 
Morton family and the Lonergans. The Johanna Lee  who was a marriage witness was originally 
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thought be the Mrs. D. Lee  living on Morgan Hill in 1870s and 1880s who were neighbors to the 
James and Ann Burke Lonergan family. That would have broken with tradition of recording a 
woman’s maiden name in the church records. Information from Barb Stinnard that came from a 
genealogy chart owned by her cousin Anne Brown of Syracuse, NY showed the Morgan Hill 
Johanna Lee to have originally been a Lane. However, her husband David Lee was the brother of 
Julia Lee McDonald, wife of Patrick McDonald. [For the record – Patrick and Julia’s daughter 
Margaret McDonald married Thomas O’Donnell; their son Patrick O’Donnell married Kate Carr 
and lived on South Hill] 
 
 
David and Johanna Lee 
 
      
David Lee 
b.~1820 
d. Oct. 28, 1868 
bur. St. Patrick’s 
Cem., Truxton 
 

= Johannah Lane 
b. ~1825 Ireland 

   

  Thomas Lee 
b. ~1856 New York 
 

   

  John Lee 
b. ~1859 New York 
 

   

  David Lee 
b. 1867 New York 
 

   

 
 
David Lee , husband of Johanna Lane was listed in the Cortland County Gazetteer and Business 
Directory published in 1869. He was living in the Town of Cuyler on Lot 75 with 18 dairy cows and 
farming 170 acres. Since David died on October 28, 1868 the information for the 1869 gazetteer 
most have been gathered prior to October 1868.  
 
In the 1870 census for Truxton, Cortland County the Lawrence Morton family had a farm laborer 
living with them. It was Richard Lee , age 45, who was born in Ireland. (See St. Patrick’s 
Cemetery: Lee, Richard, d. Oct. 12 1898, age: 84) 
 
In 1880 this same Richard Lee , age 65, was living with the Patrick O’Donnell family in Truxton. 
[T9\822\Part1\235A, Residence 55, Family 65]. He was listed as a servant and worked on the 
O’Donnell farm. This is probably the same Richard Lee who is buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, 
Truxton, NY [d. Oct. 12, 1898, age 84]. Patrick O’Donnell had married Catherine Carr in 1871 and 
they were living across the road from his in-laws Dennis Carr and Bridget Rourke on South Hill. 
Dennis and Bridget were the parents of the four Carr Sisters from South Hill.    
 
In 1880 Cortland County, Town of Truxton [T9\822\Part1\246A, Residence 7, Family 8] there was 
a John Lee  (42) born in England of English born parents and his occupation was that of a 
blacksmith. This was a different Lee family and I have included him to help avoid confusion in the 
future.  
 
Still Another Direction to Research – Catherine Lon ergan 
 
[NOTE: Since this was originally written further information has surfaced which indicates that 
Catherine is probably from a different Lonergan family from Ballina, Co. Tipperary. However, 
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since these things have a way of sometimes turning around this material will remain for a few 
more revisions]  
 
Pierce Grace’s wife was Catherine Lonergan and there were also the James and Catherine Burke 
Lonergan family living on Morgan Hill with the Gleasons and the Graces. Also living with Pierce 
and Catherine Grace in 1860 was Catherine’s mother, Mary Lonergan (b. ~1794). Their 
relationship to James Lonergan is unlikely at this time. James’ wife, Ann Burke, was from 
Upperchurch, Co. Tipperary. Pierce Grace was from a townland called Ballytarsna in Co. 
Tipperary. Now there are two townlands named Ballytarsna in Co. Tipperary – one is in the civil 
parish of New Chapel near Clonmel and the other is in the civil parish of Ballysheehan near 
Cashel. It is unknown which of the townlands was Pierce’s point of origin. 
 
Pierce and Catherine’s daughter Catherine was born on May 21, 1862 in Jamesville. She married 
Phillip Burke who was the son of Jeremiah Burke and Emma Ryan in Pompey, on March 1, 1881. 
Emma Ryan was the daughter of Phillip and Margaret Ryan who emigrated from 
Gleninchnaveigh, Upperchurch, Co. Tipperary in late 1854 or early 1855.  
 
1860 Cortland Co., Town of Cuyler 
M653\739\76 Residence 81, Family 76 
Patrick(Pierce) Grace (28), wife Catherine (28); their 5 children Pierce (9), Stephen (7), Eliza (5), 
Mariah (3) and Ellen (3 months). Patrick and Catherine were both born in Ireland and all their 
children were born in NY. Also living with them were Mary Lonergan (66) , House labor who had 
been born in Ireland and Patrick Paten(?) (33), Farm labor and he had also been born in Ireland. 
Two residences away was the household of Patrick Gleason. This places the Pierce Grace family 
in the far northwest corner of the town of Cuyler on the west road out of the Keeney Settlement. 
 
1870 Cortland Co., Town of Cuyler 
M593\922\708B Residence 11, Family 11 
Pierce Grace (48), wife Catherine (44); their 7 children: Pierre (17), Eliza (13), Ellen (11), Katie 
(9), Thomas (6), Margaret (3). Parents born in Ireland and all children born in NY. Also living with 
the family is Eliza Grace (73) who is probably Pierce’s mother. Pierce is still two residences away 
from Patrick Gleason. Next to the Gleason’s on the west is Jeremiah Burke (40) and his wife Ann 
(Emma) Ryan (40) and their three children Phillip (13), Margaret (12) and Ellen (6). 
 
Observation: Pierce and Catherine’s daughter Catherine was born in 1862 in Jamesville, 
Onondaga Co., NY. However, at the time of the 1860 and 1870 census the family was living on 
Morgan Hill in the town of Cuyler, Cortland Co., NY. It is unlikely that the family moved from 
Morgan Hill to Jamesville and then moved back to the same farm on Morgan Hill again. However, 
there was a tradition that was practiced in the area, at least into the 1920s, of women going back 
to their parent’s farm to have their babies. Perhaps this is an indication that Catherine’s parents 
were residing in Jamesville, NY in 1862.   
 
1880 Cortland Co., Town of Cuyler 
T9\822\Part1\102A Residence 272, Family 334 
Patrick Gleason was still living on Morgan Hill on Lot 55 in the northwest corner of the Town of 
Cuyler. However, the Burke and Grace families are gone from the neighborhood. 
 
1880 Onondaga County, Town of LaFayette 
T9\905\Part2, p. 295B; Residence 253, Family 274 and Residence 254, Family 275 
The Grace and Burke families were neighbors in 1870 on Morgan Hill, Town of Cuyler, Cortland 
Co. By the time of the 1880 census both families had move to the Town of LaFayette in 
Onondaga and were again neighbors living on adjacent farms.   
 
During the financial collapse that followed the Panic of 1873 many farmers in the central New 
York area and across the country lost their farms as the prices of crops dropped and the bottom 
dropped out of the previously escalating price of farm land. Some of the farmers had over 
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extended themselves and found their mortgages were larger than the value of the land itself. 
Others, while not over extended, depended on the sale of their crops to raise enough money to 
make their mortgage payments. Therefore, it should not be surprising if some of the families 
found in the 1870 census turn up missing in the 1880 census.  
 
 
A Smallpox Incident 
(Near Fabius, N.Y., July, 1862) 
 
     Pierce Grace  drove into town to buy groceries 
for his family, consisting of himself and wife and 
their four children. He hitched his horse and 
entered the store. There was an air of excitement 
and he soon learned the cause. Three days before 
a man, William Swift, 1-1/2 miles from Fabius, had 
died of smallpox and as yet no one had been found 
to bury him for love or money. He lay as he died in 
his house. “Faith, it’s a queer country,” said Grace. 
“In the land I come from a man does not ask pay for 
burying his dead.” These words were repeated to 
the poormaster who had charge of these matters, 
and inspired hope. He sought Grace and tried to 
hire him to bury the man, but Grace said he was 
not to be hired but would do it for charity. The 
whole town went with him to the gate in a 
triumphant march. He entered the house and 
performed the terrible task. John Swift, the brother, 
lay on a couch desperately sick but not wishing to 
be mistaken for the corpse. When Grace returned 
to the street, the place was deserted. Not a person 
was to be seen. His groceries had been put into the 
wagon and the horse’s head turned homeward. 
 
 
Source:  Pioneer Irish of Onondaga (About 1776 – 
1847), Theresa Bannan, M.D., G.P. Putnum’s 
Sons, New York and London, The Knickerbocker 
Press, 1911, pp 296-7. 
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Philip Burke and Catherine Grace 
 
 

Daniel Burke  = 
 

Rebecca    Pierce  Grace  = Eliza O’Connell 
 
 

   

  Phillip Ryan 
b.~1788 
Upperchurch, 
Co. Tipperary 
d. May 10, 1858 

= Margaret (?)  
b. ~1790 
Upperchurch, 
Co. Tipperary 
d. 1879 
 

  Stephen 
Lonergan 

= Mary Mahar 
b. 1794 Ireland 
 
 
 

Jeremiah Burke 
b. ~1830 Ireland 
 

= Emma Ryan 
b. ~1830 Ireland 
m. 1855 

 Pierce Grace 
b. ~1822  
Ballytarsna, Co. 
Tipperary, Ireland 

= Catherine Lonergan 
b. ~1826 Ballina, Co. 
Tipperary, Ireland 
 
 
 

  Philip F. Burke 
b. Feb. 9, 1857 Pompey 
d. Feb. 15, 1942 Syracuse 

= Catherine Grace 
b. May 21, 1862 Jamesville 
m. March 1, 1881 Pompey 
d. June 14, 1932 Syrause 
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James Lonergan and Ann Burke 
 
James Lonergan        = 
b.~1825 Ireland 
d. prior to June 1880  

 Ann Burke  (1st wife) 
b. 1834 Upperchurch par., Co. 
Tipperary 
d. June 14, 1870 
bur. Immac. Conception Cem., 
Pompey, NY 
 
 

   

  Mary Ann Lonergan 
b. 1851 NY, mar. about 1870 
d. 1901 
 

= John Tobin  (13 children) 
b. 1847 in Lincklaen, Chenango Co. or Ireland 
d. 1902 Auburn, NY 
bur. Pompey Cem., Pompey, NY 

 

  Rebecca Lonergan 
b. 1852 NY 
 

   

  Patrick Lonergan 
b. ~1855, d. 1892 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

= Kate Morton 
b. 1857, d. 1924 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 
 

 

  Bridget Lonergan 
b. ~1857 NY 
 
 

 James A. Lonergan 
b. Nov. 1883 
d. 1935 
bur. Truxton Catholic Cem. 
 

= Alice C. Casey 
b. 1878 
m. 1914 
c. 1969. bur Truxton 
Catholic Cem. 

  Ellen Lonergan 
b. ~1859 NY 
 
 

 Anna M. Lonergan     = John Redden  
b. Apr. 1885 
 
Lawrence J. Lonergan  =  Blanche Currie 
b. Nov. 1886 - 1966                       1895-1996  Died at 102.  
bur. St. Mary’s, Cortland                 bur. St. Mary’s, Cortland 

 

  Daniel Lonergan 
b. Mar. 18, 1861 NY 
 
 

  
Joseph J. Lonergan  =  Mildred (?) 
b. Sept. 1888                              1892-1955 
bur. St. Mary’s DeWitt                 bur. St. Mary’s, DeWitt 
 

 

  Margaret Lonergan 
b. July 3, 1863 NY 
 

 Margaret A. Lonergan  =  (?) Rodney 
b. Aug. 1891 

 

  James Lonergan      
b. ~1866 NY 
 

   

  John Lonergan 
b. ~1868 NY 
 

= Nora Dalton    [ New info – needs confirmation] 
(9 children)            [ Source: Christine Lanigan Zerrillo] 

 

      
 
 
 
 

Found on gravestone 

LANDRIGAN, Margaret, daughter of James 
LANDRIGAN and Ann BURKE, born 3 July 1863, 
baptized 2 August 1863, at Truxton. Sponsors: 
Patrick McDonnell , Mary Lee , John 
Norris , and Rebecca Cary . Priest: P. C. Brady. 
 
Patrick McDonnell  and Mary Lee  were probably 
husband and wife. Patrick was the son of Patrick  
and Julia McDonald . This appears to be the 
earliest connection between the Lonergans and 
McDonalds. 
 
This Rebecca Cary  might have been the mother 
of Jeremiah , Ann  and Cecilia Burke.  

From Barb Stinard: Lawrence and Blanche 
Lonergan and their son Thomas are buried in St. 
Mary’s’ Cemetery, Cortland, NY. Lawrence's 
sister, Anna Redden (Barb’s grandmother) is 
also buried in St. Mary’s Cemtery.  

Kate’s mother was Maria McDonald, 
sister of Patrick “McDonnell” below. 
Kate was not married at the time of 
the 1880 census 
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James Lonergan and Catherine (2 nd Wife) 
 
James Lonergan        = 
b.~1825 ireland 

 Catherine (?) 
b. ~1842 Ire 
[in the 1880 census she was 
recorded as a widow]. 
 
 
 

   

  Edward Lonergan 
b. ~1872 Cuyler 
 

   

  Michael Lonergan 
b. ~1874 Cuyler 
 

   

  Amy Lonergan 
b. ~1877 Cuyler 
 

   

  Annie Lonergan 
b. ~1879 

   

 
After the death in 1870 of Ann, his first wife, James Lonergan remarried, probably in 1871. By 
June 13, 1880 it is assumed that James Lonergan has died because he did not appear in the 
census with the rest of his family. His second wife was still living on Morgan Hill in Cuyler at the 
time of the 1880 census and was raising four children that they had together. 
 
Lawrence Lonergan and Blanche Currie 
 
 
Lawrence Lonergan   = 
b.~1887 Truxton 
d. 1966 

 Blanche Currie 
b. 1895 
d. 1996 at ~102 
 
 

   

  Francis Lonergan 
b. 1910 Truxton 
d. 1964 
 
 
 
 

= Genevieve Squire 
 
Thomas Lonergan 
Larry Lonergan 
Patricia Lonergan Nicholson 
Christine Lonergan Stahlecker 
Suzanne Lonergan Fries 
 

 

  Thomas J. Lonergan 
b. 1917 Truxton 
d. 1993 
 

= June Downing Gruber  

  Edward L. Lonergan 
b. 1919 
d. 2001 

= Irene Frey 
 
 

 

    Amy Lonergan 
 

 

  Paul Lonergan 
b. 1925 
 

= Marcella McEvoy  

  Jean M. Lonergan = FNU Celeste  
 

In 1900 census Catherine was still in Cuyler 
with children Edward, Michael, Amy and Annie.
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John Lanigan and Nora Dalton 
[Needs confirmation that this John is the son James Lonergan and Ann Burke] 
 
 
 Daniel Burke 

b. ? Ireland 
= Rebecca Carey 

b. ? Ireland 
 Dennis Carr 

b. Aug 1817 
Arrived in US in 
1849 
 

= Bridget Roarke 
b. Dec. 1829 
Arrived in US in 1847 
Mar. 1852 
 

  James 
Lonergan 
b. ~1825 Ir. 
d. before 
1880 

= Ann Burke 
b. 1834, Upperchurch, Co. Tipp. 
d. June 14, 1870 
 
 
 

William Gibbon 
b. 1852 Ireland 
To US in 1874 

= Mary Carr 
b. Jan. 3, 1862 
in Pompey 
 
 
 

 John 
Lanigan 
b. 1868 
 
 
 

= Nora Dalton Robert 
Whitman 
b. 1876 

= Kate Gibbon 
b. 1878 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  Leo Lanigan 
 

= Elizabeth Whitman 
 
 
 
 

 

  Christine Lanigan Zerrillo 
 

   

 
 
This information just surfaced at the beginning 2006. It was sent to me by Barb Ryan, who went 
to school with Christine Zerrillo. Whether or not the Lonergan/Lanigan connection holds up to 
further investigation remains to be determined. 
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Lawrence Morton and Maria McDonald 
 
Lawrence Morton 
b. 1814 
d. 1894 
bur. Truxton Cath.Cem. 

= Maria McDonald       (1814 was 1825 on next page) 
b. 1834 
d. 1904 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem 
(Had 14 children and in 1900 only 
4 of them were still alive.) 
 
 

   

  Bridget Morton 
b. 1855 
bap. March 4, 1855 
 

   

  Catherine Morton 
b. 29 Jan 1857 
d. 1924 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

= Patrick Lonergan 
b. ~1855, d. 1892 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

 

  Margaret Morton 
b. ~1859 
 

= Con Sheehan  

  Patrick Joseph Morton 
b. 14 May 1862 
d. 1886 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

  
 

 

  John Morton 
b. Oct. 1862 
 

   

  Lawrence Morton 
b. 1864 
d. 1868 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

   

  Julia Morton 
b. 1869 (Mar. 1870 in 1900 census) 
d. 1925 
bur. Truxton Cath. Cem. 
 

   

   
 

   

 
Three of the four children who still alive in 1900 were: Catherine, wife of Patrick Lonergan, Julia 
Morton and John Morton. 
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Patrick and Julia McDonald 
 
 

Patrick McDonald 
b. 1792 Parish Ardpatrick, Co. 
Limerick, Ireland 
d. Aug. 18, 1886 @ 94 
bur. St. Mary’s Cem., Renwick 
Ave., Syracuse, NY 
 

= Julia Lee 
b. 1802 Parish Ardpatrick, Co. 
Limerick, Ireland 
d. Jan. 14, 1870 @ 68 
bur. St. Mary’s Cem., Renwick 
Ave., Syracuse, NY  
 
 
 
 

   

  Arthur McDonald 
b. 1827 Ireland 
d. 1911 
bur. St. Patrick’s Cem., Truxton, NY 
 

Never married 
 

  

  Daniel McDonald 
b. ~1830 Ireland 
 

   

  Patrick McDonald 
b. ~1832 Ireland 
 
 

= Mary Lee 
b. ~1830 Ireland 
m. Dec. 23, 1854 
 

 

  Maria McDonald 
b. 1834 Ireland 
d. 1904 
 

= Lawrence Morton 
b. ~1825 Ireland 
d. 1894 

 

  Catherine McDonald 
b. ~1843 NY 
 

= John Hartnett  

  John McDonald 
b. 1846 NY 
d. May 18, 1866 @ 20 yrs 
bur. St. Mary’s Cem., Renwick 
Ave., Syracuse, NY 
 

   

 
The information for this chart comes primarily from the 1850 Census for Cortland Co. Town of 
Truxton. The close proximity of the Morton and McDonald families in this census and on the 1876 
map of Truxton is the evidence used for placing Maria in this McDonald family. Further hard 
evidence was furnished by a three page family tree of Patrick McDonald and Julia Lee compiled 
by Jean Lonergan Celeste.  
 
Morton – 1850 Cortland Co., Truxton, M432\493\127B Residence 13, Family 14 
McDonald – 1850 Cortland Co., Truxton, M432\493\129A Residence 35, Family 37 
Patrick McDonald – 1900 Cortland Truxton – T623\1020\Part 2\256A, Res. 97, Family 98. This 
Patrick is the son of Patrick & Julia McDonald. 
 
Patrick McDonald and Mary Lee were married on December 23, 1854 by Rev. James P. Cahill. 
Witnesses were Edward Dwyer and Anna Callaher (Callahan?). At the time of the 1850 census 
Mary Lee was living with Patrick and his parents and siblings.

Additional Children of Patrick & Julia 
McDonald: Elizabeth, Margaret 
married Thomas O’Donnell and Brigid 
McDonald who married (?) Wallace. 

The maiden name of Julia Lee  was 
found by Barb Stinnard at the National 
Library in Dublin, Ireland 11/4/04.  
The baptismal record of Patrick and 
Julia’s daughter Maria listed the family 
name as McDONNELL. This was in the 
Ardpatrick/Kilfinnane parish register. 
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Northwest corner of the Town of Cuyler, Cortland Co . – 1876 
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Northwest corner of the Town of Truxton, Cortland C o. – 1876 
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Map of the area southwest of Kilfinnane in southeas t Co. Limerick 

 
According to the “History of Patrick McDonald Family” by Father Lawrence Sheehan, Patrick 
McDonald and his family left Castleoliver, Co. Limerick in 1843. The townland of Castleoliver is 
located in the civil parish of Particles and is shown on present day maps as seen above. 
According to the inscription on her grave in the old St. Mary’s Cemetery in Syracuse, NY Patrick’s 
wife Julia (1802-1870) was from Ardpatrick parish, Co. Limerick. Ardpatrick is only 2-1/2 km 
northwest of the townland of Castleoliver and is located within the Kilfinane Roman Catholic 
Parish whose church records commence in 1832.  
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The Griffith’s Valuation was conducted in Co. Limerick in the ??? 
 
 
 
Index to Griffith's Valuation of Ireland   

 1848-1864     
     

Last Name First Name  County Parish Location 

Mc Donald  Thomas Limerick Clonagh(33) Ballyegnybeg 
Mcdonald  Thomas Limerick Kildimo(74) Kildimo 
Mc Donald  Daniel Limerick Kilfinnane(76) Ballinanima 
Mc Donald  Patrick Limerick Kilfinnane(76) Ballinanima (D'Arcy) 
Mc Donald  James Limerick Kilfinnane(76) Ballinlyna Lr. 
Mc Donald  Charles Limerick Kilfinnane(76) Ballyroe Lower 
Mc Donald  Michael Limerick Kilflyn(78) Keale 
Mc Donald  John Limerick Kilkeedy(80) Ballyanrahan East 
Mc Donald  Arthur Limerick Particles(115) Fanningstown 
Mc Donald  Arthur Limerick Particles(115) Glenanair East 
Mc Donald  Charles Limerick Particles(115) Glenanair East 
Mc Donald  Margaret Limerick Particles(115) Glenosheen 
Mc Donald  Johanna Limerick Particles(115) Laurencetown South 
Mcdonald  Honoria Limerick St. Peters and St. Pauls(121) Kilmallock John Street 
 
The numbers in parenthesis are the civil parish numbers from A New Genealogical Atlas of 
Ireland by Brian Mitchell, p. 73. 
 
These were the only listings for McDonalds in all of Co. Limerick. With the exception of 
Clonagh(33), Kildimo(74), and Kilkeedy(80) these locations are but a few kilometers apart. 
Therefore it would can be assumed that the McDonalds from Kildimo(74), Kilfinnane(76),  
Kilflyn(78), Particles(115), and St. Peters and St. Pauls(121) are probably related. 
 


