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The Roger Ryan Family of Cuyler, NY.  
 

Compiled by 
Michael F. McGraw 

mfmcgraw@austin.rr.com 
 

Revised October 31, 2006 
 
 
Roger Ryan 
b. ~1804 Ireland 
To U.S. ~1848 
d. 1889 Cuyler, NY 
 

 
 = 

Bridget (?) Ryan 
b. ~1808 Ireland 
Married in Ireland 
d. 1880 Cuyler, NY 
 

 

  Anthony Ryan                   = 
b. May 1835 Ireland 
d. 1906 
bur. in Pompey Cemetery. Came to 
America in 1848. 
 

 Mary Burke 
b. 1840 (July 1837) in NY.  
m. 1858 
d. 1925 Pompey Hill Cemetery 

  Roger Ryan                       = 
b. 1837 Ireland 
d. Dec. 22, 1869 Pompey 
 

 Bridget Mahar (Meagher) 
b. 1846 
m. Oct. 27, 1865 
d. 1930 
 

  Edmond Ryan                   = 
b.~1840 Ireland 
d. Jan. 6, 1921 Cortland 
Bur. in St. James Cem., Cazenovia, 
NY  
Came to U.S. 1852 
 

 Mary Burke 
b. ~ 1848 Ireland 
m. Feb. 12, 1868 at Utica 
d. Mar. 24, 1887  at age 39 
bur. St. James, Cazenovia, NY 

  John L. Ryan   - Never married 
b. ~1844 Ireland 
d. 1910  
bur. Immaculate Conception Cemetery, 
Pompey, NY 
 

  

  Hannah Ryan                     = 
b. ~1845 Ireland 
 

 John Quinlan 
  3 boys + 1 girl 

  Maria Ryan                         = 
b.~1846 Ireland 
 

 Thomas Connors 

  Maggie Ryan  - Never married 
b. ~1848 Ireland 
d. 1921 
bur. Immaculate Conception Cem., 
Pompey, NY 

  

 
Roger and Bridget Ryan 
 
The Arrival of the Roger Ryan Family 
· Roger Ryan was living alone with Isaac Case family in the Town of Fabius, Onondaga Co. at 

the time of the 1850 census. (M432\567\144B, Residence 343, Family 363 – September 20, 
1850). Based on the quality of the hand writing there exists a possibility that this “Roger 
Rhine” is not our Roger Ryan. 

· Anthony Ryan indicated in the 1900 census that he arrived in the U.S. in 1848 
· Edmund Ryan indicated in the 1900 census that he arrived in the U.S. in 1852. 

Bridget Mahar Ryan 
remarried after  the 
death of her first 
husband Roger Ryan. 
She married second 
James Conan (1830 – 
1905) on Sept. 10, 
1884. 
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· Edmund stayed with “Aunt Mary” in Ireland – make sure this pertains to this Edmund – This 
statement would seem to imply that Edmund had stayed behind when part of the family 
traveled to America.  

· Edmund Ryan’s obituary gave the date of his funeral as Saturday, January 8, 1921. It also 
gave his age as 83 implying that he was born in 1838.  The article went on to say that “at the 
age of twelve years (he) came to this country with his parents who settled in Truxton, where 
Mr. Ryan lived until March, 1917 when he came to Cortland to make his home.” 

· This implies that Edmund and his family arrived in the U.S. together in 1850 which is a 
different story from the one told by the census information. The National Archives database of 
Immigrant Ship Lists doesn’t contain a Roger Ryan of the right age arriving between 1848 
and 1854 [or is it 1851??] . One was a child and the other Roger was 25 years old in 1848 
whereas our Roger Ryan would have been about 44 years old.  

· Until 1858 the Town of Cuyler was part of the Town of Truxton and in the 1860 census the 
Roger Ryan family was living in the Town of Cuyler. They might have settled in the Town of 
Cuyler when it was still part of the Town of Truxton and just kept referring to that location as 
part of Truxton. 

· In the period of 1860 - 1880 Edmund was living on the farm next to his father’s farm on Lot 27 
in the Town of Cuyler. In the 1900 census Edmund was still living in the Town of Cuyler, 
probably still on Lot 27. He was not living in Truxton as stated in his obituary. In the 1910 
census Edmund Ryan, head of the household, widower and at age 70, was living on Dog 
Hollow Road in the Town of Cuyler with his children Bridget A. Ryan (age 36) and Roger 
Ryan (age 32). (T624\934\Part2\183A, Residence 203, Family 210). The only way to 
rationalize this state of affairs is to realize that Edmund’s farm on Cuyler Lot 27 was very 
close to the boundary between Truxton and Cuyler. There were several roads that provided 
easy access to Edmund Ryan’s farm from locations in Truxton. He was so close to Truxton 
that perhaps, for all practical purposes, he was considered to be in the Town of Truxton.   

 
In the end there is still uncertainty as to when Roger Ryan and his family came to this country. 
Only a Roger Rhine shows up in the 1850 census for Fabius. None of the other members of his 
family show up in the 1850 census for Fabius, Pompey or Truxton that included Cuyler in 1850. 
 
Information from Beverly Jean Muncy Bouthillier stated that Roger Ryan came to the U.S. in 
1848. The same date can be deduced from census information based on the ages and birth 
locations of his children. Based on that analysis Roger came to the U.S. no earlier than 1848. The 
point of origin in Ireland for the Roger Ryan family was given by Beverly as Rathkeale, Co. 
Limerick but she was not absolutely certain at that time. Later information from Barb Ryan of 
Cortland suggested that the Roger Ryan family came from Upperchurch, Co. Tipperary. 
 
The 1850 census for the Town of Fabius, Onondaga Co., NY was conducted during September 
1850. On September 20th the census taker found a “Roger Rhine” living with the Isaac Case 
family (M432\567\144B Residence 343, Family 363). The Roger in the census was 45 years old 
at the time and that means he was born in about 1805 which is compatible with this Roger Ryan. 
Roger was working as a laborer and his family was not with him. Abner Brown was living nearby 
and both Brown and Case were known (1874 Fabius map) to be living in the southern part of the 
Town of Fabius known as the Keeney Settlement.  
 
In 1860 Cortland County census (M653\739\85, Residence 143, Family 137) the Roger Ryan 
family was living in the Town of Cuyler. The following children were also living with Roger (age 
50) and Bridget (age 48): Roger (age 22), Edmond (age 20), John (age 16), Hannah (age 15), 
and Margaret (age 12). All the children were born in Ireland that means that they came to the US 
after 1848. The age of Bridget in this census fixes the year of her birth as ~1812 which is different 
from the ~1808 shown in the family tree above.   
 
In 1870 Roger and Bridget Ryan were still living in Cuyler and next to son Edmund Ryan and 
Mary Burke’s  family on Lot 27 in the southwest corner of the town. (Edmund: M593\922\712B, 
Residence 78, Family 78). Roger and Bridget had two children living with them in 1870 – John 
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(age 24) and Margaret (age 20). The ages are different from what would be expected. In 10 years 
since the last census the children only aged 8 years. (Roger: M593\922\712B, Residence 77, 
Family 77). 
 

 
This is a section of a 1876 map of the Town of Cuyl er. The area is located one lot north of 
the southwest corner of the town of Cuyler just wes t of the village of New Boston. In the 
center of Lot #27 is the farm of Roger Ryan which c onsisted of 142-1/2 acres. Just north of 
this location along the northern edge of Lot #27 is  the farm of Edmond Ryan which 
consisted of 42-1/2 acres. Both parcels were leased  from Milo Pierce on January 15, 1872. 
However, Roger and Edmond were already living there  at the time of the 1870 census. 
 
 
On June 12, 1880 the Federal Census enumerator came to the home of Roger and Bridget Ryan 
in the Town of Cuyler, Cortland Co., NY. (Roger: T9\822\Part1\93B, Residence 93, Family 101) 
Both of these individuals were in their 70s but they had two of their children and one grandchild 
residing with them. These were John L. Ryan (32), Maggie Ryan (26) and grandson Roger Ryan 
(10). Their children were born in Ireland but their grandson was born in New York. Still living next 
door to Roger and Bridget was one of their other sons Edmond Ryan (40), his wife Mary Burke 
Ryan (32) and eight of their children ranging in age from 11 years old to 11 months who had all 
been born in the United States. (Edmond: T9\822\Part1\93B, Residence 94, Family 102)  
 
After a quick search of the National Archives on line Passenger Lists (1848-1851) I wasn’t able to 
find any trace of Roger Ryan or his family but it is a large database and will require a more 
detailed search in the future.  
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Anthony Ryan and Mary Burke 
 
 

Roger Ryan 
b. ~1804 Ireland 
To U.S. ~1848 
d. 1889 Cuyler, NY 
 

 
 = 

Bridget (?) Ryan 
b. ~1808 Ireland 
Married in Ireland 
d. Cuyler, NY 

 

 
 
 

   

Anthony Ryan 
b. May 1835, Ireland 
d. 1906 
bur. in Pompey Cemetery. 
Came to America ~ 1848. 

= Mary Burke 
b. 1840 (July 1837) in NY. m. 
1858 in DeRuyter 
d. 1928 Pompey Hill Cem. 
 

  

    
  Roger A. Ryan                   = 

b. Sept. 18, 1859,  
Cuyler, NY 
d. May 3, 1934 Truxton, NY  
(Catholic side) 
 

Ursala Benjamin  
(b.~1863) Lincklaen, NY 
m. May 31, 1880 
d. 1940 Lincklaen, NY 
Lincklaen Cemetery 
 

 

  Winifred Ann Ryan  
b. April 9, 1862 
d. Apr. 1903 
bur. Immaculate Conception, Pompey 
 

  

  Bridget Ryan 
b. Mar. 30, 1864 
 
 

  

 
Born in 
America  

 Mary H. Ryan     = ? Boddy 
b.~ 1867 
d. 1914 
 

  

  Katherine (Kit) Ryan 
b. ~1870 
 

  

  Walter B. Ryan 
b. ~1871 - 1905 
 

  

  Josephine Ryan 
 
 

  

  Anthony Ryan, Jr. 
b.~ 1877 - 1941 
 

  

  Margaret Ryan       (Maggie E. Clark) 
b. Apr. 1882 - 1910 
 

  

  William Ryan 
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Anthony Ryan and Mary Burke  
 
Anthony Ryan was identified as the brother of Edward Ryan by Anthony’s gg-grandson Richard 
Bean of Churchville, NY 
 

Roger Ryan, b. Sept. 18, 1859, bap. Oct. 23, 1859 at Pompey Hill, New York. Sponsors 
John Ryan and Maria Ryan; priest Bonaventure Carney.  
 
Roger A. Ryan was married in DeRuyter on May 31, 1880 by Rev. D.Q. Mitchell, Esq., at 
his residence, to Ursala A. Benjamin both of Lincklaen. Marriage announcement was 
from the DeRuyter Gleaner, Jan 1880. 
 
Bridget Ryan, b. Mar. 30, 1864, bap. May 8, 1864 at Truxton. Sponsors John Hogan and 
Bridget Henessy; priest: P.C. Brady.  
 
The baptismal records records for the remaining children (Eliza, Mary, Katherine, Walter, 
Josephine, Anthony, Margaret and William) will probably be found in the Truxton Catholic 
Church records. 
 

In the 1870 Census the Anthony Ryan family was found in the Town of Truxton, Cortland Co., 
NY. (M593\922\899A, Residence: 208, Family 210; June 20, 1870). Anthony Ryan (age 35), Mary 
Ryan (age 30) and their children: Roger (age 10), Anny(or Amy) (age 8), Bridget (age 6), Mary 
(age 2) and Catherine (age 9 months).  
 
The 1880 Census records for Truxton give the following information: 
 

Name Age Occupation 
 

Anthony Ryan 50 Works in sawmill 
Mary Ryan 40 Works in house 
Bridget E. Ryan 16 At home 
Mary Ryan 12 At home 
Catherine Ryan 10 At home 
Walter 8 At home 
Johannah 6 At home 
Anthony 4 At home 

 
Source: T9\822\Part1\234A, Residence: 36, Family 45 
 
Anthony Ryan was born in Ireland as were both his parents. Mary Burke Ryan was born in New 
York State and her parents were born in Ireland. There is no daughter named Anny (or Amy) who 
would be 18 years old at this time. Perhaps she moved out of her parents’ house by the time of 
the 1880 census.  In the later 1900 census Anthony and Mary reported that they had 10 children 
and all of them were still alive at the time of the census. Josephine and Johanna might be the 
same person and would have to be to keep the number of children to 10. Roger A. Ryan is not 
shown as living with his parents in the 1880 census. 
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Edmond Ryan and Mary Burke 
 
 

Roger Ryan 
b. ~1804 Ireland 
To U.S. ~1848 
d. 1889 Cuyler, NY 
 

 
 = 

Bridget (?) Ryan 
b. ~1808 Ireland 
Married in Ireland 
d. Cuyler, NY 

 

 
 

   

   
 

Edmond Ryan     = 
b.~1840 Ireland 
d. Jan. 6, 1921 
Cortland 
bur. St. James 

Mary Burke 
b. ~ 1848 Ireland 
m. Feb. 12, 1868 at Utica 
d. Mar. 24, 1887 
bur. St. James, Cazenovia 

    
   Thomas Ryan 

b. ~1869 NY 
 
Bridget A. Ryan  = 
b. Aug. 1870 NY 
Alive 1/8/1938 
 
Margaret Ryan  = 
b. 1871 NY 
d. Aug. 20, 1891 
 

 
 
 
n.m. 
 
 
 
n.m. 

   Johannah (Josie) Ryan  =  
b.~1873 NY 
 

William Miller 
Children: Leo & Helen 

   Roger J. Ryan 
b. Oct. 1875 NY 
d. 1917 
 

 

   Mary P. Ryan      = 
b.~1877 NY 
d. 1917 
 

Edward J. Mellon 
b. 1868 

   Annie Ryan     = 
b.~1878 NY 
 

William “Duke” Callahan 
No children 

   Emma Ryan    = 
b.~1879 NY 
 

James F. Burns (or Byrne) 
Children: Edmund & Catherine 

   William Ryan 
b. July 1881 
 

 

   Addie Ryan     = 
b. Feb. 1883 
d. 1970 
 

Lester Fox 
b. 1880 
d. 1931 – St. Mary’s Cortland 

   Janie A. Ryan 
b. May 1885 
Alive 1/8/1938 

n.m. 

     
 

Addie Ryan’s gravestone 
said 1884 for the date of her 
death.  
 
Johanna Ryan and Willaim 
Miller had two children: Leo 
and Helen. 
 
Mary Ryan Mellon had twins; 
one died as a baby and the 
other twin John survived. She 
had four children John, Mary 
and Margaret. 
 
Emma Ryan and James F. 
Burns had 2 children: 
Edmund and Catherine. 
 
 

Buried together in St. 
James Cemetery, 
Cazenovia, NY 
Edmond Ryan 
Mary Ryan 
Margaret Ryan 
Roger J. Ryan 
Bridget A. Ryan 
Janie Ryan 
 
In St. Mary’s Cortland, NY 
Mary P. Ryan 
Addie Ryan 

Related to the 
McGraths of 
Truxton?? 

Gravestone - 1884 
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Mary Burns O’Hara’s Pedigree 
 
 

Roger Ryan 
b. ~1804 Ireland 
To U.S. ~1848 
d. 1889 Cuyler, NY 
bur. Immaculate 
Conception Cem., 
Pompey, NY 
 
 

= Bridget (?) Ryan 
b. ~1808 Ireland 
Married in Ireland 
d. Cuyler, NY 
bur. Immaculate 
Conception Cem., 
Pompey, NY 
 
 

Thomas Joseph Burke = Mary Purcell 
b. 1795 
par. Moycarkey 
Co. Tipperary 
Ireland 
d. 1879 

   Edmond Ryan              = 
b.~1840 Ireland 
d. Jan. 6, 1921 
Cortland 
bur. St. James  
Cem., Cazenovia, NY 
 

Mary Burke 
b. ~ 1848 Ireland 
m. Feb. 12, 1868 at Utica 
d. Mar. 24, 1897 
bur. St. James Cem. 
Cazenovia, NY 
 

   
 

 

   Addie Ryan                    = 
b. Feb. 1883 
d. 1970 
bur. in St. Mary’s Cem. 
Section 7, Cortland, NY 
 

Lester Fox 
b. 1868 

    Raymond Fox 
b. 1912 
 

    Andrew Fox 
b. 1914 
 

    Helena E. Fox       = 
b. 1916 
d. 1990 
bur. in Mellon Lot 
St. Mary’s Cem. 
Cortland, NY 
 

John J. Burns 
b. 1912 
d. 1990 
bur. in Mellon Lot 
St. Mary’s Cem. 
Cortland, NY 
 
 

     Mary Burns O’Hara 
 
 

    Josephine Fox 
b. Sept. 1918 
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Edward and Edmond Confusion   
 
This is another case of a person using the name Edmond and Edward. The names don’t sound 
the same but when written it is easy to confuse one for the other. Several Edmonds that I am 
aware of have switched their names to Edward from Edmond but not usually with the benefit of a 
visit to the county clerk’s office to make it official. In the case of Edmond Ryan he doesn’t seem to 
have settled on one name or the other during his lifetime. Below are a few examples of the 
different spellings used by Edmond over the years.  
 
Edward Ryan  m. Mary Burke  on Feb. 12, 1868 at Utica. Witnesses Thomas Burke and Amie 
Daly. Priest: Patrick C. Brady. (Source: St. James Church Records – transcribed by Dick Barr, 
Syracuse, NY). 
 
Edmund was living on Lot #27 in Southwestern portion of the Town of Cuyler next to his father’s 
(Roger Ryan) farm. Both Edmund and Roger Ryan recorded leases from Milo Pierce at the 
Cortland County Courthouse for farms on Cuyler Lot #27 on January 15, 1872. (Source: Edmund 
– Deed Book 52, Page 528; Roger – Deed Book 52, Page 527, Cortland County Courthouse, 
Cortland, NY). 
 
Edmond  version of given name and birth date of ~1840 are from the 1880 Federal Census for 
the Town of Cuyler, Cortland Co., New York. Edmond Ryan (age 40), Mary B. Ryan (age 32) and 
their children: Thomas (age 11), Bridget (age 10), Margaret (age 8), Johannah (age 7), Roger 
(age 5), Mary (age 4), Annie (age 2) and Emma (age 11 months). (Source: 1880 Census, 
Cortland Co., Town of Cuyler T9\822\Part1\93B Residence 94, Family 102). 
 
Edward Ryan  is buried in Pompey Cemetery. (Source: Letter from Richard Bean of Churchville, 
NY to Dick Barr dated August 26, 1997). Note: Richard got the cemetery wrong. 
  
Ryan, Edmund , died January 6, 1921, age 83 years. This means he was born ~1838. His death 
certificate gave Jan. 16, 1840 – Jan. 5, 1921 (some records give Jan. 6th) at 80 yr. 11 mo. 21 da.  
He is probably the same person as Edward Ryan, Anthony Ryan’s brother (Source: St. James 
Cemetery records, Cazenovia, NY; transcribed by Dennis Weiskotten). 
 
Edmund’s age, as recorded in the 1880 census, determined the year of his birth as ~1840. The 
1900 census gave Edmund’s birth month and year as January 1842. The St. James Cemetery 
records put his birth year at 1838. This variation is typical at least of Irish ages determined from 
census records. For the time being a working assumption of 1840 will suit the purposes of this 
paper. Obituary for Edmund gave his birth year as 1838. 
 
Source: Richard Bean ,  
2 Redfern Drive, Churchville, NY  14428-8901, Phone 716-293-2131.  
 
“Elijah was divorced ~1920 and married a woman 30 years his junior. She raised 5 or 6 of 
Edmund’s 18 children in my (Richard Bean) grandfather’s house.” Madonna Ryan was Richard 
Bean’s biological mother. 
 
In 1988 the Ryans held a reunion near Cuyler, NY and all 18 of Edmund’s children attended. 
“Roger Ryan was a devout Catholic and Ursala Benjamin an English Baptist. I (Richard Bean) 
was raised Baptist, because of the conflict as I understand it my grandfather was raised by his 
grandfather Elijah Benjamin.” Richard got the information from Edna Kingsley, one of Edmund 
Ryan’s children.  
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Roger A. Ryan and Ursula Benjamin 
 

Anthony Ryan           = 
b. May 1835 Ireland 
d. 1906 
Came to US 1848 
bur. Pompey Cem. 
 
 

Mary Burke 
b. 1840 (July 1837) NY 
m. 1858 in DeRuyter, NY. d. 
1925 Pompey Hill Cemetery 

 
 
 

Lige Henry Benjamin      =  Elizabeth Ellen Basinger 

 Roger A. Ryan  
b. Sept. 18, 1859 Cuyler 
d. May 3, 1934 Cortland 
bur. Truxton, NY (Catholic side) 

= 
 
 
 

m. Ursula Benjamin  
b. April 6, 1863 
mar. May 31, 1880  
d. 1946 

 

   Elijah B. Ryan                =  
b. Mar. 7, 1881 
d. Nov. 23, 1968 
 

Alma Church (1) 
 
Madonna Ryan 
(mother of Richard Bean) 

   Mary Ryan 
b. May 1883 
 

 
William Ryan  

   Roger J. Ryan               = 
b. June 1886 
 

Mildred Bush 
 
Katherine Ryan Stahl 

   John L. Ryan 
b. Jan. 1887 
 

 

   Arlene (Arlie) Amy  Ryan  = 
b. June 1889 Cuyler, NY 
d. 1956 Cortlandville, NY 
 

Albert James Muncy 
b. 1885 DeRuyter, NY 
d. 1959 

   Ursula A. Ryan 
b. Feb. 1892 
 

Ken Walter Muncy 
b. 1913 Fabius, NY 
d. 1990 Oswego, NY 
Onondaga Valley Cemetery 
 

   Walter B. Ryan 
b. Oct. 1893 
 

 
Beverley Jean Muncy Bouthillier 

   Goldie Ryan 
b. Oct. 1894 
 

 

   Anthony (Towne) Ryan 
b. Dec. 1896 
 

 

   Edmund D. Ryan            = 
b. Mar. 1900 
                                         
 

? 
 
Edna Ryan Kingley  

   Ralph H. Ryan                =  
b. 1901                  
 

Josephine Conners 
b. 1903 

The birth month info came from the 1900 Federal Census for Cortland County. Elijah B. Ryan 
wed second Dorothy Ellis. Josephine Conners is the daughter of Patrick & Mary Conners. She 
was the niece of Kit (Katherine) Herlihy Conners who married Josephine’s father’s brother Roger 
Conners. Kit was the sister of my g-grandmother Anna Herlihy Flaherty. 

See Roger J. Ryan 
Family 

Edmund had 16-18 
children 

The Lige spelling was from the 
Whitmarsh booklet. It is a 
nickname for Elijah. This is 
confimed by the statements of 
Richard Bean and Beverly Jean 
Muncy Bouthillier. 
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The Roger J. Ryan Family 
 

Roger A. Ryan 
b. Sept. 18, 1859 
d. May 3, 1934 
 
 

  = Ursula Benjamin 
b. ~1863 
m. May 31, 1880 
d. 1946 

 

 Rogie J. Ryan 
b. June 1886 in NY 

= Mildred Bush Ryan 
b. ~1890 in NY 
m. 1908 
 

  Katherine Ryan = Philip Stahl (of Cuyler) 
b. ~1910                     b. Cold Water, Michigan 
 

  Dora Ryan 
b. ~1912 
 

  Margaret Ryan 
b. ~1914 
 

  Mary Ryan 
b. ~1916 
 

  Elizabeth Ryan 
b. ~1918 
 

  Caroline Ryan 
b. May 1919 
 

 
Roger was a dairy farmer and both of his parents were born in NY. This is the son of Roger and 
Ursula Benjamin Ryan however in the 1900 census his middle initial was given as an “A.” 
Catherine (Katherine) Ryan and her husband Philip Stahl were interviewed by Virginia Whitmarsh 
for her self published booklet Stories of Cuyler, Vol 1, 1982, pp 13-18. In that interview Catherine  
states that her father (Roger J. Ryan) had eleven children and her grandfather (Roger A. Ryan) 
also had eleven children.  
 
Rog Anthony Ryan was Catherine’s grandfather and he came from Ireland [Actually his family 
came from Ireland but Rog himself was born in America]. According to Catherine, “At first he 
(Roger Anthony Ryan) lived in a log cabin up on the hill in back of where the Stahls lived later.”  
Catherine said, “On top of the hill instead of down in the – you remember years ago they didn’t 
build in the bottom. You had to live on a hill and he lived up there. It was in our deed.” 
 
Catherine related a double and almost triple tragedy that befell the family on May 3, 1934. Her 
grandfather, Roger A. Ryan, had collapsed and died on the street in Cortland. When word of this 
reached her she immediately went to him. She had no sooner arrived in Cortland when her aunt 
told her that her house had just burned to the ground. Fortunately she had dropped her children 
off with a neighbor on her way to Cortland or they would have been in the house when it burned 
down.  
 
Roger A. Ryan’s family was known as the Ryans of Cuyler Hill, Cuyler, New York. Roger’s wife 
Ursula ran a store out off her house on Cuyler Hill for many years. According to her grand 
daughter Catherine Ryan Stahl she closed down the business and sold off everything after her 
husband Roger A. Ryan died in 1934.  
 

Source: 1920 Census – 
Cortland Co., Cuyler  
T625\1096\Part1\195A, 
Residence 138, Family 141 
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Source: Virginia Whitmarsh, A Postcard History of Cuyler, 1975. The six youngest members of 
the Roger A. and Ursula Benjamin Ryan family of Cuyler Hill are represented here in this photo 
from 1907 or 1908. Florence Tobin is the daughter of John and Mary Ann Lonergan Tobin. 
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The Benjamin and Paddock Families 
 
The Paddock family tree on the following page was extracted from The Autobiography of Nathan 
Paddock and from information in the footnotes. This is an interesting first person account of the 
early days of central New York. It is included only because Nathan’s sister Elizabeth Paddock 
married into the Benjamin family from which Ursula Benjamin, Roger A. Ryan’s wife, was 
descended.    
 
“The settlement of the town of DeRuyter was commenced in 1793, by Elijah and Elias Benjamin 
and Eli Cosgrove. The Benjamins were brothers and came from South East, Dutchess county, 
their native place. They located in the north-west of the town, Elijah on 150 acres… Both had 
families which they brought in with a horse team. Elijah’s family consisted of his wife, Elizabeth 
Paddock and three sons, Elias P., David and Elijah E. Five other children were born here…In 
1808 Elijah sold his improvements to Benjamin Merchant and removed to Cuyler, then to Truxton, 
where he died in 1819, and his wife in 1822.” The History of Madison County, New York, by 
James H. Smith. Syracuse, N.Y.: D. Mason and Co., 1800(??), pp.176-177. 
 
The Autobiography of Nathan Paddock, was written in 1842-3 and transcribed during the winter of 
1858-59 by Mary Ellen (Steves) Burrell while visiting her grandfather Nathan Paddock, a daughter 
of Julia Ann (Paddock) Steves. Note: Julia must have been a daughter of Nathan’s second wife 
Cynthia Buells. She must have been born after 1834 where Nathan ended his autobiography. 
 
Some of the information came form footnotes that were added by Kathy Crowell and Ralph Sims 
in 1997. 

 
In March of 1795 Nathan Paddock came up from Dutchess County (now Putnam County) 
to the town of Fabius in Onondaga County. He went to stay with Elijah Benjamin on his 
farm in the town of Fabius on the east side of Arab Hill (now Highland Forest). Elijah’s 
three brothers Elias, Chester and Darius Benjamin, had also settled near by and had 
erected log huts.  
 
“1796.  The next winter our boys Elias Benjamin to board me for my work so I got wood, 
made fires &c. This winter Mother & Rhoda & Br. David came up from Southeast. Mother 
brought on some pork & cows, two essential articles for a new country. They stayed with 
Elijah Benjamin my brother in law who married my oldest sister Elizabeth till the spring 
season opened so as to put up a log house on a lot.”  
 
“1825. Dec. 29th Sally & Marilda were married to William and Zebulon Johnson by Priest 
Edwards at my hired house in Manlius. They soon moved to Monroe Co. on the same 
farm I had left where they…in doing well to this day(1843).” 
 
“1826…A word more about the girls. According to agreement before we moved from 
Monroe to let the girls have wood &c to make up. They improved their time & furnished 
themselves abundantly. I gave each of them about 60 acres of land which I deeded to 
them afterwards. The land is what used to be my lower farm in Clarkson. The boys 
bought my home farm on the ridge road & some land of Arnold Markham, so they are 
well settled on about 200 acres of land greatly to my satisfaction. Zebulon & William both 
belong to the Methodist church.” 
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Nathan Paddock and Mehitable Eaton 
 
 
 FNU Paddock 

Native of Cape Cod, MA. Moved 
to town of Southeast prior to 
1783. 
 
 

= ?  

  David Paddock 
d. 1793 Southeast,  
Dutchess Co., NY 
 

= Mother Paddock 
(14 children) 

 

      
  Elizabeth Paddock (1) 

d. 1822 Truxton, Cortland Co., 
NY 
 

= Elijah E. Benjamin 
d. 1819 Truxton, Cortland Co., 
NY 

 

  Mary Paddock   Elias P. Benjamin 
 

 

  Aaron Paddock 
 

 David Benjamin  

  Rhoda Paddock 
 

 Elijah E. Benjamin   

  Daniel Paddock 
 

   

  Nathan Paddock 
b. 1783 Southeast, Dutchess 
Co., NY 
d. March 26, 1865 at Amboy, 
Onondaga Co., NY 
 

= Mehitable Eaton (1) 
b. 1788 
m. 1805  Manlius, NY 
d. Feb. 17, 1825 
bur. near Eli Hannibal’s house 
in the town of Clarkson. 
 

 

  Sal Paddock 
 

 Marilda Paddock 
b. ~1805 Manlius, NY 
 

 

  David Paddock 
 
Belden Paddock 

 Sally Paddock 
b. 1806  Manlius, NY 
 

 

  b. ~1779 
 
Deborah Paddock 
 

 Nathan Paddock 
b. Aug. 20, 1822  Parma 
d. 1824 Parma, NY 
 

 

  Esther Paddock  Nathaniel Paddock 
b. Aug. 20, 1822  Parma 
 

 

  Horace Paddock  Mehitable Paddock 
b. Feb. 8, 1825  Parma 
 

 

    Eliza Paddock 
 

 

    Simon D. Paddock 
 

 

 
In 1819 Truxton included all of modern day Cuyler. So Elijah and Elizabeth Paddock Benjamin 
could have been living the town of Cuyler when they died. A quick check showed that they were 
not buried in the Truxton Village Cemetery nor the small Apulia Cemetery on the North Road out 
of Truxton.  Elijah and Elizabeth had a son Elijah E. Benjamin 

Elijah is the brother of  
Darius Benjamin (next 
page) Elijah’s 2nd wife 
was Catherine Vincent 
(?-1869)  

All were born 
before 1793 
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On July 29, 1825 Nathan Paddock married Miss Cynthia Buells at “Br. Buell’s” house in the town 
of Pompey. On September 26, 1832 they had a daughter named Rosy Jane. She died of 
dysentery on July 24, 1834 at the age of 21 months and 24 days old. She was buried in Henry 
Cooks family burying ground on his farm in the town of Van Buren. At this point Nathan Paddock 
ended his autobiography although he went on to live another 31 years. 
 
Ursala Benjamin was born ~1863 and her parents were Elijah Henry Benjamin and Elizabeth 
Ellen Basinger. This Elijah is descended from Darius Benjamin whose brother was the Elijah E. 
Benjamin in the Nathan Paddock and Mehitable family tree. The information reproduced here is 
from the extensive Benjamin line furnished to me by Beverly Jean Muncy Bouthillier that goes 
back to John Benjamin born in 1585/6 in Chalvington Parish, England. John and his wife Abigail 
Eddye arrived in Boston Harbor on the ship “Lyon” on September 16, 1632. 
 
 
Ursula Benjamin’s Family 
 
Elijah Benjamin 
1758-1850 

= Hannah Taft 
1763-1853 
 
 

   

      
 Elijah E. Benjamin  = 

b. c. 1770 
d. 1819, Truxton, NY 
 

Elizabeth Paddock 
d. 1822, Truxton, NY 

   

 Elias Benjamin 
b. c. 1770 -? 
 

    

 Darius Benjamin         
b. 1758 Preston, CT. 
d. 1850 Lincklaen, NY 

= Charity Rice 
b. 1763 Southeast, Dutchess Co., NY 
m. c. 1782 
d. 1835 probably Truxton, NY 
 
 

  Darius Benjamin, Jr. 
b. 1805 DeRuyter, NY 
d. 1885 Lincklaen, NY 
 

= Ursula Bristol 
b. 1800 Connecticut 
m. 1828 
d. 1880 Lincklaen, NY 
 
 

  Elijah Henry Benjamin 
b. 1832 Cortland, NY 
d. 1906 Lincklaen, NY 

= Elizabeth Basinger 
b. 1838 or 1842 Illinois 
m. 1858 
d. 1921 Lincklaen, NY 
 

    Ursula Benjamin 
b. 1863 Lincklaen, NY 
d. 1940 Lincklaen, NY 
Lincklaen Cemetery 

Where were Elijah 
and Elizabeth buried? 
Apulia Cemetery on 
the North Road, 
Truxton, NY 
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SOURCES: 
Beverly Jean Muncy Bouthiller – I received these on June 23, 2003. 
(1) “Benjamin Ancestors of Beverly Jean Muncy Bouthiller, Marlorie Ilene Gentile and Josephine 

Katherine Muncy” Author Beverly Jean Muncy Bouthiller  - 2 pages. Pedigree of the three 
individuals above (sisters) from John Benjamin born 1585/6 down to the present day. Also 
included are the Roger Ryan and James M. Muncy lines. 

(2) “Benjamin Line” Author: Madeline Cole Lieb, 871 Judiway, Houston, TX 77018. 1 page. 
Consists of the pedigree of Madeline Cole Lieb. This document was sent to Beverly by 
Virginia Whitmarsh of Cuyler, NY in 1980. The line begins with John Bejamin (b.1585/6) and 
continues down to Darius Benjamin (b.1758). It continues by way of Darius’ daughter Anna 
Benjamin (b.1788) down to the present day with Madeleine Teresa Cole Lieb. 

(3) Family Data Sheets: Elijah Benjamin, his son Darius Benjamin, his son Darius Benjamin, Jr. 
 
Federal Census 
1850 Onondaga (M432\567) 
1860 Cortland (M653\739) 
1870 Cortland (M593\922) 
1880 Cortland (T9\822\Part1) 
1900 Cortland (T623\1020\Part 2) 
1920 Cortland (T625\1096\Part1) 
 
Edmond Ryan and Mary Burke – 1880 Cortland Co., Cuyler (T9\822\Part1\93B, Residence 94, 
Family 102). 
Anthony Ryan and Mary Burke – 1880 Cortland Co., Truxton (T9\822\Part1\234A, Residence 36, 
Family 46).  
 
St. James Church, Cazenovia, Madison, Co., NY. Baptismal and Marriage Records transcribed 
by Dick Barr, Syracuse. 
 
St. James Cemetery, Cazenovia, Madison, Co., NY. Transcribed by Daniel Weiskotten (also Dick 
Barr) 
 
Land  Records: Deed Books, Cortland County Courthouse, Cortland, NY.. 
 
Roger Ryan’s Desecendants – A letter from Richard Bean, Churchville, NY to Dick Barr, 
Syracuse, NY Dated August 26, 1997. 
 
The Autobiography of Nathan Paddock, written in 1842-3 and transcribed during the winter of 
1858-59 by Mary Ellen (Steves) Burrell while visiting her grandfather Nathan Paddock, a daughter 
of Julia Ann (Paddock) Steves. 
 
Stories of Cuyler, Vol I, Virginia Whitmarsh, Self published, 1982. 
 
A Postcard History of Cuyler, Virginia Whitmarsh, Self-published, 1975. 
 
 


