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The Building of the “Legend” 
Frank Matty’s Birthday Newspaper Interviews 

 
Revised: September 6, 2013 

 
Starting in 1930 and in every subsequent year through 1938, one of the Syracuse 
newspapers, usually the Herald, would run an annual article on Frank Matty, on or near 
his birthday. They are reproduced here for historical purposes with the addition of 
comments and corrections to avoid the further propagation of the distorted history found 
in these articles. Matty, like any very active public figure, had his fans and his enemies. 
While his detractors might be overly harsh in their comments, Matty’s fans, which 
included some of the newspapers of the day, had a tendency to over inflate his 
motivations and accomplishments. As he aged, his memory began to fade and as a result, 
dates and sometimes events suffered in accuracy. The comments added after the articles, 
in this document, are meant to straighten out these inaccuracies in dates, locations and 
events. 
 
In these articles Frank Matty is variously referred to as a Czar, patriarch, founder, pioneer 
and even unofficial “Mayor,” although his only official titles were those of School 
Trustee and later, President of the School Board. The 1931 article correctly describes 
Matty as the developer of the section called Mattydale that was part of his farm. Later 
articles gave him credit for developing all the area that today is known collectively as 
Mattydale, more for the lack of a better name for the area, than because of any official 
proclamation. In his 3rd wife’s 1937 obituary, which Frank probably wrote himself, it 
said: “Long active in Mattydale social affairs during her 24 years of residence in the 
settlement literally built up by her husband, ..” 1 Frank was beginning to believe his 
publicity and was even using his own wife’s obituary to polish his legend. 
 
In sharp contrast, only three articles were found that celebrated Matty’s birthdays 
between 1920 and 1929.  The tone of the articles from the ’20s was far more conservative 
than those from the ‘30s. In these earlier articles there was no mention of Frank Matty as 
a pioneer, which he certainly wasn’t, nor was there any mention of community building. 
During the ‘20s, the articles described a retired politician celebrating his birthdays with 
friends, as they gathered to reminisce about their past glories. The articles published 
during the ‘30s make the growth of School District No. 3 seem like the result of a Frank 
Matty plan that he began executing as soon as he settled in the town of Salina. Matty 
became very possessive of the district school and everything associated with it. In several 
of the ‘30’s articles Matty referred to the district teachers as “my teachers.”2 
 
The person who wasn’t mentioned in all this was Miss Kathie Malloy. Her grandfather, 
Patrick Malloy, in the 1860’s, had owned about 500 acres at the end of Molloy Road at 
Townline Road along the eastern boundary of the town of Salina. This land had been in 
Malloy hands since at least 1860, which makes the Malloy family true pioneers. Kathie 
was living with her father, James Malloy, and sister, Mary Malloy, in their old stone 
family homestead.  



The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13 - 2 - Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw 

 
Matty and Malloy lived on opposite ends of East Molloy Road, with the District No. 3 
school between them. According to the 1930 census the James Malloy homestead was 
valued at $30,000 3 and Matty’s home was valued at $18,000.4 The value of the houses of 
the new residents was typically $2500. The Malloy farm was then about 250 acres in size 
and for some reason Kathie’s father never opened up any of his farmland for residential 
development. 
 
In 1917, at the age of 29, Kathie was first elected a trustee of School District No. 3. At 
the same time Frank Matty was raising hogs on his farm and trying to secure a position 
with the NYS Canal System. Kathie Malloy was re-elected in 1920 and again in 1923.  
 
A Matty-centric article, published in 1930, just before the first Union Free School ballot, 
incorrectly credited Matty with winning “the fight for the bonding for the present school 
(four room brick building) after a bitter battle.” 5 Ironically, it was Kathie Malloy who 
did the bulk of the work getting the bond issue passed for the new brick school building. 
Going from a one room wooden schoolhouse to a brick building took a lot of selling to 
the taxpayers of the district. 6 And that was contained in a quote from Matty himself. 
“…the election of Miss Malloy, who did the greater part of the work in obtaining the new 
$40,000 school, is a tribute to industry that should be rewarded.”7 
 
In 1925 Frank Matty was elected a school trustee for the first time, however, there were 
charges of ballot box stuffing.8 Instead of building the community, Matty was very 
interested in having the city of Syracuse annex the small hamlet that people had started 
referring to as Mattydale. Perhaps he saw this as a way to get back into city politics once 
again. By the late ‘20s there were 11 subdivisions filling up with families and the number 
of pupils in District No. 3 was approaching 1000. Up until this point, students from the 
district would attend a high school in the city of Syracuse after finishing eighth grade at 
Mattydale School. Frank Matty wanted to maintain this status quo, since the state would 
reimburse the district for most of the tuition charged by the city high schools for 
accepting the District No. 3 students. Kathie Malloy and her followers wanted to add a 
high school and that meant changing the organization of the district to a Union Free 
School District. The New York State Regents tightly manage the requirements for 
establishing and operating a Union Free School, through the state legislature, as they 
have since the earliest years of the state’s existence and as they still do up to the present 
day. 
 
The Union Free School debate raged on into the 1930’s, even as the Great Depression 
brought the former explosive population growth to a trickle. Malloy, being a teacher 
herself, wanted the Union Free School for the district. Matty, ever the politician, wanted 
to keep the costs and therefore the district taxes down. The dismal economic situation in 
the country sided with the frugal logic of Matty and his status quo supporters. 9 After the 
1930 vote went against the Union Free School, Kathie Malloy just seemed to fade away, 
but the supporters of the Union Free School movement carried on under the leadership of 
Frank Houghton.  
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Under Houghton the Union Free School movement focused not so much on the ability to 
add a high school to the district, but on the expanded method of governing the district. A 
one or three member Board of Trustees would govern a Common School District. A three 
to nine member Board of Education would govern The Union Free School District.  The 
high school issue had morphed into one dedicated to wrestling power from Frank Matty.   
 
These articles covered his 68th through his 88th birthday. The birthday articles of the 
1930s gave Matty credit for much of what the Kathie Malloy led school board had earlier 
accomplished. One article even went so far as to say that Frank had been the President of 
the school board since the district was first formed, which in reality was probably before 
Matty was born, thus totally wiping out Malloy’s time in office and all those before her. 
 
 



The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13 - 4 - Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw 

 



The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13 - 5 - Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw 

 



The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13 - 6 - Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw 

 

It will be noted that none of the 
Malloy family members attended 
Frank Matty’s birthday party. 
According to the article there were 
76 candles on Frank’s cake. I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen that many 
candles on any cake. Is it even 
possible to light that many candles 
before the ones that were lit first 
have totally melted away? A quick 
experiment showed that the typical 
birthday candle will burn for about 
16 minutes and then it starts to melt 
the plastic holder, unless the AC 
comes on first and blows it out.  
 
As for a 76 year old man, even Frank 
Matty, blowing all the candles out at 
one time… 
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Mattydale Czar Feted by 900 School Pupils 

The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, Thursday, November 20, 1930 
 
The campaign in which Frank Matty ran for Mayor of Syracuse and lost was conducted 
in 1907 NOT 1908. 
 
Matty moved from Syracuse to his Salina farm in late 1913 or early 1914. His parents 
had never resided on his Salina farm. Matty bought what was known as the Zimmer farm 
in June 1900, at a foreclosure sale. Frank’s father, Victor Francis Matty died in Utica, NY 
on November 22, 1883, seventeen years before Matty bought the farm. Frank’s mother 
Louise C. Matty died on August 25, 1904 at 205 Pond St. at the home of her daughter 
Mrs. Louise C. Kappesser. Mothers tend to live with one of their daughters and they want 
to be close to the grandchildren. They don’t usually live on a farm belonging to a single 
son, who himself is not even living on the farm. 
 
“Mr. Matty began to build up the community.” 
 
Matty moved to the farm because he could no longer afford to live in the city of 
Syracuse. He sold his interest in the Manhattan Stables, behind the Manhattan Hotel on 
East Fayette St., across from his former Alderman’s Café. At about the same time, he 
started another livery stable at 801 Wolf St., which was located closer to his Salina farm. 
In March 1915 Frank Matty declared personal bankruptcy in Utica, NY.  
 
No real community building began until 1920 when the Hinsdale Farms and Syracuse 
Villas residential developments opened up. Home Gardens opened in the 1921 season, 
followed by Frank Matty’s Mattydale development in 1922. Matty’s contributions to 
community building would include the use of his double barn for meetings and dances 
and also housing the fire department equipment. He donated the land for the new school 
and also the Calvary Evangelical Church and sold land to the town for the new firehouse. 
 
Frank participated in the school board meetings and elections, hosting them in his double 
barn, and sometimes chairing a meeting, but he didn’t run for Trustee until 1925 and he 
won that election. In 1922 Frank had donated land for the new school, opened a portion 
of his farm for residential development and made a proposal to the city of Syracuse for 
disposing of their garbage. The plan was to build a huge hog farm on his remaining farm 
land and have city workers haul ALL the city garbage out to his farm for his hogs to eat. 
Fortunately the city turned him down. I doubt if the first settlers of Matty’s lots had any 
idea he was planning a huge garbage dump / pig farm next door. It is difficult to reconcile 
Matty’s business interests with the label of Community Builder that his supporters so 
quickly apply to his motivations and activities. 
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Mattydale Gives Loving Cup to Mayor Matty At Party Marking Pioneer’s 81

st
 

Birthday 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1931 
 
The only exaggerations here are the unofficial Mayor title and the “pioneer” label. 
Although Frank bought his Salina farm in June 1900, he never moved to Salina until late 
1913 or early 1914. Of all the farming and dairying settlers, Frank Matty was the last one 
in - hardly a pioneer. 
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Frank Matty, Always Politician, Still Follows 50-Year Philosophy of 'To the Victors 

Belong the Spoils' 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1932 
 

“We started 7 years ago [in 1925] with one room and 19 pupils.” 
The students of District #3 moved into the new 4-room brick building on February 19, 
1923. At that time there were three teachers and 172 pupils. When they were in the old 
one-room schoolhouse, on the adjacent lot to the west of the new school building, there 
were 146 pupils and one teacher. 10  
 
“I went to work when I was 11, in a livery stable. My father was just about horse-crazy.” 
“We moved to the city when I was six or seven years old, from the farm.” 
 
In other versions of his early years, Matty said the family moved from Mexico, NY to 
Collasse, NY when he was six years old [in 1857]. However the 1860 Federal census has 
the family living in Mexico at the time of the census. Sometime after the 1860 census the 
family moved to Syracuse and initially lived on Seymour St. Frank’s father, Victor 
Francis Matty, originally joined the Syracuse police department. He left the police 
department and opened a wood-yard in Clinton Square where the Post Office is now 
located. Frank initially went into the business of making barrels for the salt industry. In 
1870 he was working as a cooper in nearby Liverpool, NY. Frank and his wife Kitty 
appeared in the 1870 census twice: once in Liverpool and once in the 4th Ward of 
Syracuse.  
 
Around 1876 Frank joined his father in the wood business and eventually took over the 
operation of the business. Shortly thereafter Frank started up an open livery operation just 
to the west of his father’s wood yard on the present location of the Syracuse Board of 
Education building. According to Frank there wasn’t any money in the wood business 
and he finally closed down the wood operation and expanded his open stable business 
into a livery stable. 
 
Knowledge Is Power 

"And you have to play politics every day in the year and fight to win every fight.” It took 
me six weeks to get upon that cornice of our school the words I wanted there: 
“Knowledge is power.” 
 
"But I waited and fought and those are the words up there. What better expresses the 
whole idea of what it's all about, and what it’s all for, than those simple words. Some 
wanted six or seven words; I don’t know why.” 
 
" ‘Knowledge is power!' That hits it; it's knowing what it's about and how to do it." 
 
So far no other mention of the battle for the engraving on the cornice of the new school 
has surfaced. Since Matty donated the land for the school it seems proper for him to pick 
the school slogan.
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Frank Matty, 83 Today Still Going Strong 

The Syracuse American, Syracuse, NY, November 19, 1933 
 
This birthday article/interview was from one of Syracuse’s other newspapers. One 
statement requires comment, but while it wasn’t a quote from Frank Matty himself, it was 
apparently based on statements made by him. 
 
“With ‘Ma,’ who has been his loyal comfort and aid for more than 40 years, he will 
receive the compliments of his faithful followers in the old mansion beside the North 
Syracuse highway,…” 
 
“Ma” refers to Frank Matty’s 3rd wife, the former widow, Minnie Earl Mansfield. The 
“40 years” presents the first problem. “More than 40 years” takes one back to before 
1893 and therein lies the problem. In 1893 Frank was still married to his 2nd wife, named 
Jennie. Frank and Jennie were married on September 8, 1888 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
They were living in the 200 block of West Willow St. In early 1894 Jennie filed divorce 
papers on Frank and listed four or five of his girl friends as co-respondents, but Minnie 
was not found among those young ladies.  
 
Minnie Mansfield showed up in the 1900 Syracuse Federal census as a 33 year old 
widow who had never given birth to any children. She was living at 312 E. Fayette St 
running a “lodging house.” 11  In the 1910 Federal census the now 40 year old widow was 
renting a house at 515 E. Jefferson St. and had no occupation. At this time Minnie 
claimed giving birth to one child who was no longer alive. 12 In the 1917 Onondaga 
County Directory Minnie Mansfield was listed as the owner of property in the town of 
Salina and Frank Matty was her tenant. This was Frank’s Salina farm that he had 
purchased in June 1900. It appears that he put the farm in Minnie’s name prior to his 
1915 bankruptcy to prevent him from losing it to his creditors. In the 1920 Federal census 
a 49 year old, widowed Minnie Mansfield, was listed as living in Frank Matty’s 
household and her occupation was given as doing “housework” for a “private family.” 13 
The tenant had risen to the head of the household and Frank reported that he owned the 
property. Some time between the 1920 census and May 1923, Minnie Mansfield became 
the 3rd Mrs. Frank Matty. The 1930 Syracuse Federal census listed 58 year old Minnie as 
Frank’s wife. In this census, information was collected on a person’s “Age at first 
marriage.” Frank was first married at 19 and Minnie at 18. 14 These ages did not refer to 
Minnie and Frank’s marriage to each other. 
 
There is some evidence that Frank was living with Minnie Mansfield as early as about 
1909 at 352 South Warren St and after 1910 at 515 East Jefferson St. Another curious 
situation has surfaced recently involving Frank Matty, his patron and friend, Sim Dunfee, 
and a horse named Minnie Earl. This was Minnie Mansfield’s maiden name. A fairly 
lengthy article, accompanied by a large drawing of the horse, was featured in the 
Syracuse Herald in August 1896. 15 According to the article, “Minnie Earl is now the 
property of Alderman Matty, who purchased her from John S. Dunfee during the 
summer, and naturally prizes his protégé very highly.” 
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There was one other statement that needs some clarification. “In the meantime, he will 
continue to run the Mattydale end of the township, as he has done since he established the 
thriving community.” 
 
Frank Matty never “established the thriving suburb,” Prior to the turn of the century the 
area was established and developed by the original settlers of which Frank Matty was not 
one. Frank purchased his property in June 1900 but didn’t reside on his Salina farm until 
late 1913 or early 1914. In 1922 he followed the lead of several other property owners 
and opened part of his 100-acre farm for residential development. He called his 
development Mattydale and the name soon came to be applied to all 11 developments in 
the area, with the exception of Hinsdale. This was the former farm land of Perry Hinsdell, 
a genuine original settler who had died in 1907, and was the first farm to be turned over 
to residential development. To this day, Hinsdale still maintains its separate identity from 
Mattydale.  
 
As for continuing “to run the Mattydale end of the township,” the only official office held 
by Frank Matty was that of President of the school board for old District No. 3. Prior to 
1933 the town of Salina had been comprised of eight districts and was run by a supervisor 
and five justices of the peace. After the state ordered reorganization in 1933, the eight 
districts were merged into four wards and they were to be run by a council comprised of 
the town supervisor and four councilmen, one from each ward. Frank occupied none of 
those offices and had complained that the Republicans (Matty was a Democrat) had run 
the town of Salina for the last decade.  
 
The newspapers of the time seemed intent on perpetuating the myth that Frank Matty 
single-handedly established the area that today carries his name and had “developed it,” 
according to his plan, from his first presence in the area. The newspapers would state that 
Matty also “ran” the area, even though he never held an official office in the town of 
Salina government, other than school board trustee and president of old District No. 3.  
 
In the lead up to the 1933 town elections Matty gave a statement that shows that part of 
the problem was due to the newspapers themselves. “And, say, I wish you fellows would 
quit writing stuff that reads as if I was all there was in the Democratic party out our way. 
These candidates are all good fellows who can stand on their own feet. If I can help ‘em 
any I’ll do it, but they’re not just dummies. I don’t want folks to get the idea that I’m 
trying to run everything.”16 
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Frank Matty Paid Tribute By Villagers 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1935 
 
“Mattydale paid homage to its beaming founder Tuesday night as residents of the thriving 
settlement north of the city gathered at the home of Frank Matty for a surprise party 
marking his 85th birthday.” 
 
“ ‘Seven years ago [1928] what did we have?’ he asked. ‘Nineteen pupils under one 
teacher in a little one-room schoolhouse. Today we have 21 teachers, 24 rooms and 1,157 
pupils.’ ” 
 
Frank was using that same “Seven years ago” story back in his 1932 birthday article. It 
was wrong then and even more wrong in 1935.
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Democratic Leader Vows He Will Stay in Politics 'As Long as I Lve and I Intend to 

Live as Long as I Can' 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 19, 1936 
 
“He retired to run for mayor, and lost by 2,200 votes. That was in 1905.” 
 
Matty didn’t retire to run for mayor. He was an Alderman in 1907 when he ran for 
mayor. His position as Alderman ran out at the end of 1907 but he couldn’t run for mayor 
and Alderman at the same time.  
 
“Mr. Matty moved to Syracuse with his parents from a nearby farm when he was 7 years 
old. ‘That was back in ’49.’ He recalled.” 
 
The nearby farm was in Mexico, NY in Oswego County. The move took place after the 
1860 census, when Frank was over ten years old. Back in ’49 was a year before Frank 
was born.
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Mattydale's Unofficial Mayor Observes 87th Year Friday 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1937 
 
“Twelve years ago it had 19 pupils housed in one room.” 
 
This old story had been updated a bit but it is still off by three years and 127 pupils. 
 
“Mr. Matty has been a school trustee since he became a resident of the district.” 
 
Frank moved to the district in late 1913 or early 1914 and wasn’t elected to the position 
of trustee until 1925.
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Frank Matty at 88 Looks Back Over Colorful Career, Refights Political Battles and 

Takes Pride in Fine School 

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1938 
 
The years mentioned in the headline are both off by one year. Frank Matty was first 
elected an Alderman in 1882 and ran for Mayor of Syracuse in 1907. 
 
“Frank Matty is chairman of the school board, has been since the district was founded.” 
 
There was a School District #3 in the town of Salina from at least 1874 and the original 
one room schoolhouse was built in 1853. Matty didn’t become a resident until late 1913 
or early 1914 and did not become a board member until 1925.  
 
“He had lived in Syracuse 15 years, having come here with his parents when he was six.” 
 
This was in reference to Matty voting for the first time in 1870. This would imply that the 
Matty family moved to Syracuse in 1855, when Matty would have only been five years 
old. In other versions of his early years, Matty claimed the family moved from Mexico, 
NY to Collasse, NY when he was six years old. However, the 1860 census recorded that 
the Victor Matty family was still living in Mexico, NY. 
 
 
SUMMARY 

Frank Matty had been quoted often, over his long lifetime, as saying that he fully 
believed in the saying: “To the victors, go the spoils.” Based on these annual birthday 
articles, that also included the accomplishments of the vanquished.  
 
Starting with the 1930 edition, the tone of these annual birthday articles shifted from one 
of simply reporting the events, to one of more legend building. This new tone featured an 
embellishment of Frank Matty, his history, his accomplishments and his “singular place” 
of importance in Mattydale. If something had been accomplished in Mattydale, then 
Frank Matty had planned it, he had driven the execution of it and now it’s very existence 
stood as a monument to Frank Matty’s greatness. It makes one wonder how a mere 100-
acre farm could contain such an ego. 17  
 
Frank Matty was not an evil person, he was generous in his donations to the growing 
community of Mattydale, he was loyal to his family and friends and he would fight to the 
death for causes in which he believed. Matty was a larger than life character who had a 
need and an ability to place himself at the center of many activities. Newspapers love 
characters because they sell papers and Frank Matty always delivered a story. 
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FOOTNOTES 

 
                                                 
1   Mrs. Matty, Ill Year, Dies, The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, September 22, 1937. 
 
2   During the 1970s I became reacquainted with my 1st grade teacher from old Mattydale 

School, Mrs. Charlotte Bode. She told me about Frank Matty’s desire to personally 
hand the teacher’s their paychecks. [Perhaps to reinforce in their minds whose hand 
was feeding them.] Mrs. Bode said that they would have to walk down East Molloy 
Road to Frank’s double barn to pick up their checks. On some occasions they would 
have to wait in the smelly old barn while Frank finished shoeing a horse before he 
would give them their checks. 

 
3   1930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-94A 
 
4   1930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-91A. 
 
5   Battle Looms On School Question, Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, January 20, 1930. 
 
6   School Tangle in Mattydale Stirs District, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, May 17, 

1923. 
 
7   Ibid. 
 
8   Matty’s Ticket Wins Hot Fight Over Opponents, Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, May 

7, 1925. 
 
9   Frank Matty Belligerent Victor at 80, Wins, Three to One, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, 

NY, January 26, 1930. 
 
10   School Tangle in Mattydale Stirs District, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, May 17, 

1923. 
 
11   1900 NY Onondaga Syracuse WD15 - T623-1137-210A. 
 
12   1910 NY Onondaga Syracuse WD15 - T624-1056-149A. 
 
13   1920 NY Onondaga Salina - T625-1250-172A. 
 
14  1930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-91A. 
 
15   Minnie Earl, She Is a Handsome and Speedy Young Racing Mare, The Syracuse 

Herald, Syracuse, NY, August 30, 1896. 
 
16   Matty Wins in Court - Judge Ousts ‘Square Deal’ Petitions, The Syracuse Herald, 

Syracuse, NY, October 18, 1933. 
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17   Actually, at one time, around 1902, Frank had also purchased Benjamin Baum’s old 

Spring Farm (~200 acres) but he sold it to Peter Michels, near the end of 1905, when 
he lost his free city garbage deliveries to feed his hogs, soon after his friend Sim 
Dunfee died in December 1904.  

 


