The Building of the “Legend”

Frank Matty’s Birthday Newspaper Interviews
Revised: September 6, 2013

Starting in 1930 and in every subsequent year through 1938, one of the Syracuse
newspapers, usually the Herald, would run an annual article on Frank Matty, on or near
his birthday. They are reproduced here for historical purposes with the addition of
comments and corrections to avoid the further propagation of the distorted history found
in these articles. Matty, like any very active public figure, had his fans and his enemies.
While his detractors might be overly harsh in their comments, Matty’s fans, which
included some of the newspapers of the day, had a tendency to over inflate his
motivations and accomplishments. As he aged, his memory began to fade and as a result,
dates and sometimes events suffered in accuracy. The comments added after the articles,
in this document, are meant to straighten out these inaccuracies in dates, locations and
events.

In these articles Frank Matty is variously referred to as a Czar, patriarch, founder, pioneer
and even unofficial “Mayor,” although his only official titles were those of School
Trustee and later, President of the School Board. The 1931 article correctly describes
Matty as the developer of the section called Mattydale that was part of his farm. Later
articles gave him credit for developing all the area that today is known collectively as
Mattydale, more for the lack of a better name for the area, than because of any official
proclamation. In his 3" wife’s 1937 obituary, which Frank probably wrote himself, it
said: “Long active in Mattydale social affairs during her 24 years of residence in the
settlement literally built up by her husband, ..” ' Frank was beginning to believe his
publicity and was even using his own wife’s obituary to polish his legend.

In sharp contrast, only three articles were found that celebrated Matty’s birthdays
between 1920 and 1929. The tone of the articles from the *20s was far more conservative
than those from the ‘30s. In these earlier articles there was no mention of Frank Matty as
a pioneer, which he certainly wasn’t, nor was there any mention of community building.
During the ‘20s, the articles described a retired politician celebrating his birthdays with
friends, as they gathered to reminisce about their past glories. The articles published
during the ‘30s make the growth of School District No. 3 seem like the result of a Frank
Matty plan that he began executing as soon as he settled in the town of Salina. Matty
became very possessive of the district school and everything associated with it. In several
of the ‘30’s articles Matty referred to the district teachers as “my teachers.””

The person who wasn’t mentioned in all this was Miss Kathie Malloy. Her grandfather,
Patrick Malloy, in the 1860’s, had owned about 500 acres at the end of Molloy Road at
Townline Road along the eastern boundary of the town of Salina. This land had been in
Malloy hands since at least 1860, which makes the Malloy family true pioneers. Kathie
was living with her father, James Malloy, and sister, Mary Malloy, in their old stone
family homestead.
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Matty and Malloy lived on opposite ends of East Molloy Road, with the District No. 3
school between them. According to the 1930 census the James Malloy homestead was
valued at $30,000 * and Matty’s home was valued at $18,000.* The value of the houses of
the new residents was typically $2500. The Malloy farm was then about 250 acres in size
and for some reason Kathie’s father never opened up any of his farmland for residential
development.

In 1917, at the age of 29, Kathie was first elected a trustee of School District No. 3. At
the same time Frank Matty was raising hogs on his farm and trying to secure a position
with the NYS Canal System. Kathie Malloy was re-elected in 1920 and again in 1923.

A Matty-centric article, published in 1930, just before the first Union Free School ballot,
incorrectly credited Matty with winning “the fight for the bonding for the present school
(four room brick building) after a bitter battle.” > Ironically, it was Kathie Malloy who
did the bulk of the work getting the bond issue passed for the new brick school building.
Going from a one room wooden schoolhouse to a brick building took a lot of selling to
the taxpayers of the district. ® And that was contained in a quote from Matty himself.
“...the election of Miss Malloy, who did the greater part of the work in obtaining the new
$40,000 school, is a tribute to industry that should be rewarded.”’

In 1925 Frank Matty was elected a school trustee for the first time, however, there were
charges of ballot box stuffing.® Instead of building the community, Matty was very
interested in having the city of Syracuse annex the small hamlet that people had started
referring to as Mattydale. Perhaps he saw this as a way to get back into city politics once
again. By the late ‘20s there were 11 subdivisions filling up with families and the number
of pupils in District No. 3 was approaching 1000. Up until this point, students from the
district would attend a high school in the city of Syracuse after finishing eighth grade at
Mattydale School. Frank Matty wanted to maintain this status quo, since the state would
reimburse the district for most of the tuition charged by the city high schools for
accepting the District No. 3 students. Kathie Malloy and her followers wanted to add a
high school and that meant changing the organization of the district to a Union Free
School District. The New York State Regents tightly manage the requirements for
establishing and operating a Union Free School, through the state legislature, as they
have since the earliest years of the state’s existence and as they still do up to the present
day.

The Union Free School debate raged on into the 1930’s, even as the Great Depression
brought the former explosive population growth to a trickle. Malloy, being a teacher
herself, wanted the Union Free School for the district. Matty, ever the politician, wanted
to keep the costs and therefore the district taxes down. The dismal economic situation in
the country sided with the frugal logic of Matty and his status quo supporters. ° After the
1930 vote went against the Union Free School, Kathie Malloy just seemed to fade away,
but the supporters of the Union Free School movement carried on under the leadership of
Frank Houghton.
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Under Houghton the Union Free School movement focused not so much on the ability to
add a high school to the district, but on the expanded method of governing the district. A
one or three member Board of Trustees would govern a Common School District. A three
to nine member Board of Education would govern The Union Free School District. The
high school issue had morphed into one dedicated to wrestling power from Frank Matty.

These articles covered his 68™ through his g™ birthday. The birthday articles of the
1930s gave Matty credit for much of what the Kathie Malloy led school board had earlier
accomplished. One article even went so far as to say that Frank had been the President of
the school board since the district was first formed, which in reality was probably before
Matty was born, thus totally wiping out Malloy’s time in office and all those before her.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1921
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY,
November 20, 19235

BIRTHDAY PARTY
FOR FRANK MATTY

It was Frank Jatty’s bdbirihday
yeaterday, and 40 friends and neigh-
bors of Mattvdale surprised him
svith A party at hls home last night. s
Ho reccived a telephone call {rom
JForth Syracuse early In ihe eve-
"ning, and roluctantly Le left hls
comfortabls chalr, When ho re-'
anemad ar hapnr® ar 4 Iatoer o faneA

tha housa decorated (rom cellar Lo
parret.

i e
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The Syracuse Journal,
Syracuse, NY,
Monday, November 22, 1926

THREESE0RE

It will be noted that none of the
Malloy family members attended
Frank Matty’s birthday party.
According to the article there were
76 candles on Frank’s cake. I don’t
think I’ve ever seen that many
candles on any cake. Is it even

, 16d by Rev. possible to light that many candles

A A~ m pl.ltt:'r of the Cal- before the ones that were lit first

vary Evangelieal Church of Matty- have totally melted away? A quick

dale. experiment showed that the typical
The

guests ded: ; M birthday candle will burn for about
Mr, and Mra. 16 minutes and then it starts to melt
the plastic holder, unless the AC

comes on first and blows it out.

As for a 76 year old man, even Frank
Matty, blowing all the candles out at
one time...
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The Syracuse Journal,
Svracuse, NY,
Thursday, November 20, 1930

; Patriarch of Mattydale

‘.ﬂ.u

eEER FEWNQL ERMBEER SMEFICOT

By -
FRAFE MATTY —Siar Phot.

The of who neither looks nor acts the
~ nl.md ¥- &ﬂﬁrunm

I birthday yesterda n
&hulnwmiml -ﬁt';e.kﬂ:-%nd

10 99l aaca
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The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse,

NY, Thursday, November 20, 1930

' at | l:..htif.
m orlﬁdb the an-
Ts oim ‘f '
s “All you ve 0 do s work
Rard and ah‘hrianduum-
_ber, above all things, to work and
fllt;;nd I:ﬁ.!! U
quo .
"& ttyddle, sportsman and politi-
of a decade long passed, who
his eightieth birthday with
| (& daylong celebration at his home
! im the nearby subdburb
| hmt hth'
uhntur.m _h““f
ttydale school, -
ﬁm who'i ﬂth.lhtu'-
est In llfa. were glving him a
prise party. A colerls of m
whom he l}ummrnhuha

century were to be
home last night. He d!da‘t"lmro
much time for philosophy yesterday.

But he paused for a few minutes

0 School Papzls

to reminisce, with just the faintest
semblance of a tear glistening in his
ayes, of the day when Frank Matty
worked hard and played hard and
earned himself the status in life
which allows him to wax compla-
cently philosophical on each succes-
sive birthday.

He doesn't look the part of an
octogenarion. Neither does he play

the role. In the 900 children who

attond the Mattydale school of
which he is trustee, Frank Matty
had reasons for being young.

He bers the days when he
owned the Manhattan Stables and
sold 500 Western horses every three
months. And he remembers the
days when his farm at the inter-
section of the Brewerton and Mal-
loy rds. boasted a fine private track
and his stables were lined with trot-
ters and pacers.

For instance, there was Coleridge,

(Centinued on Page 20, Column 6.)

The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13

e e e - -

P e Ee ey B

S ey R

Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw



N
R g
!

GZAR" FETED IN
MATTYOALE

(Continued from Page 19.)
2:05, whose picture still graces the
living room of his home. Now there
was a horse. He never ran second.

in the sulky behind him and giving
him his head. =

There were other horses whom
Frank Matty sent around the Grand
Circuit tracks and through whose
agency he met and made friends
with almost avery blue-blooded
sportsman between Boston and Chi-
CREO.

DAYS OF POLITICS.

Then there was politics in the
days when Alderman Matty domi-
nated the Third Ward for 23 wyears,
when in impassioned bursts of ora-
tory he hurled anathema on the Re-
publicans.

There was the campaign of 1908

when he climaxed his political ca-
|reer as Democratic candidate for
| mayor and the terrific campaign in
which he was nosed out by Alan C.
Fobes,
I' Thoee were the days before Frank
Matty became the uncrowned czar
jof Mattydale, but they were days
which are written large in the an-
nals of his life.

Not that Mr, Matty has lost his
gift or oratory, his flaming enthusi-
asm in a political fight. Let any-
one imperil his position in the Mat-
tydale school and the young old man,
like & fire horse stamping at the
sound of the alarm, is back in the
political arena, giving better than he
receives,

Sixteen years ago, in honor of his
?uen‘ft. whmeﬂy ‘rl'ulded on the

_ﬂ_ r——— n s W —_— - - - - - -

The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13

There was nothing like getting up

The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse. NY,
Thursday, November 20, 1930
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.. O TOTTHErTY TesIded O ThHe |
| farm there, Frank Matty moved out
to the home he now occupies. There
were 70 residents in the community
then, but because he could not toss
aside all the ambition and energy
which had driven him for so long,
| Mr. Matty began to build up the
community.

It spread beyond his fondest
dreams. Then came the problem of
| the children,

SCHOOL HIS MONUMENT.

| With the slogan, “A seat in school
for every child,” Frank Matty began
to battle for a building which wonld
house the 300 children in Mattydale.
The structure which now stands on
the Malloy rd. is & monument to his
| energies. °

It's no wonder that the pupils of | -

=i

the school, under the direction of
Miss Bessie Riordan, undertook
their surprise party for him with
energy. ]

They Iured Mr. Matity to the
school under the preterise of an ap-
pointment with an Albany officlal.
Forgotten were thoughts of his
eightieth birthday as Mr. Matty
prepared to battle for the best in-
terests of the school

Harassed and worried, he rushed
into the school. Teachers rushed
him into the darkened auditorium.
| When they turned up the lights,

Mr. Matty found himself in the
midst of 900 cheering children.

They sang for him, danced for
him, recited for him. They outdid
themselves and Frank M atty
couldn't restrain the tears. r
the € inment by the children
he was guest of honor at & party
arranged by the teachers. There
was a husky birthday cake, floral
tributes and other presents.

And when it was all over Mr,
Matiy was more certain than ever
that the way to happiness is to
work hard and to play hard “ut
to work and play on thé square.
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Mattydale Czar Feted by 900 School Pupils
The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, Thursday, November 20, 1930

The campaign in which Frank Matty ran for Mayor of Syracuse and lost was conducted
in 1907 NOT 1908.

Matty moved from Syracuse to his Salina farm in late 1913 or early 1914. His parents
had never resided on his Salina farm. Matty bought what was known as the Zimmer farm
in June 1900, at a foreclosure sale. Frank’s father, Victor Francis Matty died in Utica, NY
on November 22, 1883, seventeen years before Matty bought the farm. Frank’s mother
Louise C. Matty died on August 25, 1904 at 205 Pond St. at the home of her daughter
Mrs. Louise C. Kappesser. Mothers tend to live with one of their daughters and they want
to be close to the grandchildren. They don’t usually live on a farm belonging to a single
son, who himself is not even living on the farm.

“Mr. Matty began to build up the community.”

Matty moved to the farm because he could no longer afford to live in the city of
Syracuse. He sold his interest in the Manhattan Stables, behind the Manhattan Hotel on
East Fayette St., across from his former Alderman’s Café. At about the same time, he
started another livery stable at 801 Wolf St., which was located closer to his Salina farm.
In March 1915 Frank Matty declared personal bankruptcy in Utica, NY.

No real community building began until 1920 when the Hinsdale Farms and Syracuse
Villas residential developments opened up. Home Gardens opened in the 1921 season,
followed by Frank Matty’s Mattydale development in 1922. Matty’s contributions to
community building would include the use of his double barn for meetings and dances
and also housing the fire department equipment. He donated the land for the new school
and also the Calvary Evangelical Church and sold land to the town for the new firehouse.

Frank participated in the school board meetings and elections, hosting them in his double
barn, and sometimes chairing a meeting, but he didn’t run for Trustee until 1925 and he
won that election. In 1922 Frank had donated land for the new school, opened a portion
of his farm for residential development and made a proposal to the city of Syracuse for
disposing of their garbage. The plan was to build a huge hog farm on his remaining farm
land and have city workers haul ALL the city garbage out to his farm for his hogs to eat.
Fortunately the city turned him down. I doubt if the first settlers of Matty’s lots had any
idea he was planning a huge garbage dump / pig farm next door. It is difficult to reconcile
Matty’s business interests with the label of Community Builder that his supporters so
quickly apply to his motivations and activities.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, Friday, November 20, 1931

M attydale Gives Loving Cuy ‘0 Mayor Matty

At Party Mas king Pwneer s 81st Birihday

s
Trienps of
yearey loe:
resning
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The Syracuse Herald,
Syracuse, NY,
Friday, November 20, 1931
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Mattydale Gives Loving Cup to Mayor Matty At Party Marking Pioneer’s 81*
Birthday
The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1931

The only exaggerations here are the unofficial Mayor title and the “pioneer” label.
Although Frank bought his Salina farm in June 1900, he never moved to Salina until late
1913 or early 1914. Of all the farming and dairying settlers, Frank Matty was the last one
in - hardly a pioneer.
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Frank Matty, Always Politician,
Still Follows 50-Year Philosophy
Of “To the Victor Belong the Spoils’

Veteran Syracuse Alder-| 1 | | :
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The Syracuse Herald, Svracuse, NY,
Sunday, November 20, 1932
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I The man who paosed HBrough Some

‘ol Lhe Bilbetcab pelitieel compalgos

pettuny successfully o Town el Sa-
Tnn poiities os Lrusige of Schoal THE-
jrict 8 smowed nio signs of wedken-
mg &3 he st in blo faomhoue at
mMotloy Read oft the Lieatds Enad,
amrld the setllement of serorn: Lhou-
capd volers wha have grown p
around nim fn b last 25 pedrs.

vy wpnt bp show you Whab camo
from miy ieachers” he sild diectly,
nt lhe beglowming. He Jed the wiy
inla e dindnp room, A big Doskob
gf pokicn chrrmnlhemums steod oo
the taphby, whi gmvelops and goesi-
g emrd  oliscicd, He viewed it
proidlE,

e have tho Bgt amEiricl seluool
in Lhe dtate, he =il Chave leLiers
fram the Skte Bisrd af  Repgenls
avout if, pLaing 100 per vedl of ourt
pu;ﬂ.‘l_‘: s thron yoata TATRILE.

T stasted meven yoira ape with

soe roam and 16 peplls and wa hote
94 ponmd, N8 Dusks and an aldl-
wrlum senting 324 peoplt.
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=apd I've pol a Ilght on mF hilds
npminst & unlon {ree  schodl, 0
bend us for 2140000 nex: apring.
¢ Tusy can bring It up cvery yrac and

we liava to ligk them  We've boughl
i 14 lots ine olher side of Lhe ead
fnr & now prade echool slte, nshiekt
the ilme nf nesd, but whot do we
wittt & welon free school Tor when
i costs ws E12,60 aplece o0 o

o

or whattver high schuesl they maed,
Iy costs #15%L but Stafe ald selwn
somoe. to $13T.60, leaving tho oSt
p1a.60. Tho chogpest we could get
aat of enemlstey alone 1o a wulow}
spne school bere woubd b gERA00, 7 17

“YWhy de they wrlng It up? Thsai's |
ensy. ‘They objter 10 Cone-man’ |-
powet,  tLEy say, Ihere ane throd
L |trialeess  The Gbher two are Matly
1c| tenstess:  tonea's 0o BCCTEL nbant
ihpt, buk wa're our own peaple, Wikn
a ntnian frre sclool they'd  have
mots irusloes.  Tt's all porty pall-
Llea,

“Therc's poalzon in politles, When
it eames to elecllon, 1 sey, use all
the polssn yoo've got. You Hnaw
the othar Teliow 1s galng ta wse his

If they wold me I had ko have
patlle-spaky polson to win end
wae Lo Lottest dny In Augnst and
“apn only way to win wns to de It
114 po [nta Cleoro ewimp with that
1 |overzong  there—ra, 13 ant  blg
, |eough, bub with & good blg over-
| cont omA I'd come oulb wilh efey
o) pogket stuifed malf of rntilasBakes.

wpplities In polities W56 dojys n yeal
and ihe lima to piny politics s nll
the time. Ive done b sl my e,
yept thinklpg every waklnp miniie

Fud e 1 R

e

T
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tig, an long = LE Tves T Fovs, ol

how T estuld maks & frlend i pall-
1lea,

“Hg, 1 dldnt Late muUbh gchiil-
fng. 1 wens (9 work wiren [ wos
i1, I a Wrery stable MY Lather =05
Jst nbous fosla=EFRTY.

i pmoved b lie 21ty owhen Iowes
N i pr spron yenrs 014, [rom 1he inrm.
Tha earllest I remembes, pnd T otben
imlnk A it whep Lo just slmE I=

shover up 1o the arm et
candi.

“aize waE sistlng dhero; yoee ECCN

o molher e

gy mewlng, She bmek the nectle uap
bt her paciilh. I oagiad her what ELE
wax golng. Ble WS 39 guigt, Tren
1 ssked her agalm and fipodiy g
Jeesd 2l ome apd Just madd:

sowiali  ©Oh, whay o I dedng?
Why, watiing !

eEha  was  Just  Hdokdnr  BES
stepnoely I niadls remeomiber Lie™ 20,
giLling EhRLEIRE.
Ao, Ble wEs 4 wondirful  mellr,
forer did we AnsiBlng SUT oo

wag T told a oerpmd whon IOWES
lIampoonsd & & pimblcyr Amd m dTin-
feep, T waw gied shi ROVES Tend TA
soe that, 1 wes Lho omniy EQ.

"And Tl may oww. 171 ghve 55,000
ta any man who VL S Lzl il
nq evor e Tramb Mnlly  1ake o
drink o Liguor!

. eulsm, an 1 19ld the orewd TRET
lagme nletl, Iowoulon't koow 1o &
.| gambllng housa whieklyer 1 was wia-
nimg of losing. I+€ played  poies
gl my Mfe, bl wWILD iclenate.
swmern [ whs 17, 1 gucss Lo older,
I gwmed my Al horse.  AlELYE
pround huises, kuohing the pame, I
alwats knpt thnt the grmblErs gUl
e money and I never went into It

cie Jlved ATE | ET=p1 2 nll =nlinm
Cremmr s ~ld So¥E0L StIbEt ‘“nw
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wlien I wns g more ehan L Jytihe |
my molher's

(L She hed |-

Joektng oul i whid-

wamte Jlved BR2 DBouze nff Solinn
Sipent, In old Nowen  Sizpst  (uow
Herald Plece) In & GBEICK houst, next
ta the old Amas Hotel The place
was saln lnter to the ciby for mx
tiges what my slalers ZHE Uk el it
wideh  was BAO00.  The oity prid
£30,0040,

'Ot T was 26 I woiked o my
{ether's business, a ooal Al woeod
gamel, where the iew postolfios Etands
mr-.E. TL wny Richey's ofen hitehing
vird,

*Syracisr had elght wprds whan I
was  glgoted  olderman of the old
Third Ward in 1383, DY scvai vioies,
Tue bast yme 1 wos clected, 23 yorss
lacer, It was my 726 voies, The mmed
nt frah ana norih of ibe Ere Cannl
1o the lake, and Test of the Oswezo
Camal 1o Gedres Streek,

vl weag nopiested on Selurdey And
placted the follewicng Twesday,  Yom
Liod your own ballols nrinled in those
daye and paseed 1hemm 1o Lo the gleg-
{lom firk through & Window.
epgytitles 15 Alwass the aane. Prople
dom't chongs mulgl. Those Says you
tost the list of vaters and you el
thased, A [ellow Would-tell you he
{hoUght you weie A presty pood fel-
Jrw angd wollld mako w pomsd Alder-
man, Teu bold him ihot didn't £=l1
wheiher he wns polug to vole for you.
If he sald he hadn't made up his
mintd, you fould put hirm donmn T for

| Indepeneent. 1f e Leld gom he wohld
| #ge for pon, pou ceAlld put hich down
| Demeerat, nond U he woukdn'y vole
Nfor sou med asld EG, you congld gk

him dawm 'R for Republlthmn.
“{ging back then youdl chick down

- F

A e e gty e

—m = e oEm
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T TATTTIEIGLE L o o =g
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] ime 15t ind And yod were 40 voIes
agfl of ooodgh o wheo U thooe
worp IG0 mMArked fdeows laenn a8 lae
doperdent. 5o ¥ou wont gt end
lypadie pome wlght wsiia Wi the
fomlly. Ten telsed wits the mother
copmiderable and iF M WO inr oL,
val eoiiid pralily well eeunl e LheE
voibs. Theyr waled ELDAIEDS Liekels,
Mnyer Burns varrled the Thitd o¥
goveil teles inat Arel Aok T won
nn pldprmue, npnd I gemTled It hy
BRE TR,

‘The same iRinT poes focday. 10D
man ielly yue Rl vote ToT Pl ke
211, Aarbe [ enouldw't say dtomy-
galf, el aga'n. why showdat [ |
peva= Broke my werd booa oian b
“fmy e

A vmloce then that 10 say 1 never
d'% nndithing Lut protest Ihe intEs=
besin of the Cloy of Syrocuse I pub-
"ille office thers  CUnere wes RICRLY
enld ang plooey prioied Nt thorn days
pitli%e whilh prinbed S0

»igny when the Aubers roac wan
¢ | comirg I ond thery wofe Lalzoang
.| plree-gont Tare, T fought 1 osned T
18, Tl Bapid Trandlt was broke, and
if wroy oouléh’s ™ORET @Rey @n A
wigiel, Aaw codll ohey lasb on thnes
Cwlths,

wT mavgr saw mish 4 Jam o Lits
all ps BL 0L Llge ang ore o
pot lalkimg aet obout brinesy 1n
s then T &% nobady Lod eves BECh
able 1 buy me, trai 1 alwaws safl
engusly monsy 287 el TRl WES
w~hat Lhey Colcied anoind Inw &2ying
flean [ gail 1 could pever b necured
Lol selline o' CREOR.

rOinle one man ever toied o bile
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“Only one @M ever Goled To 'I:Fl.'l-'l.l-EI,

me.  He ©old mme Lhere wis 210,000
s L for me, Jndlvidoally, koo oume
lags & geuid slephant, you mizat gall
jt. on the v, I todd him noboed}
pepr Dought mE Tobo and OOt bue'ed
Beiter plek his muin IF he wan phes-
i arelind lalk e ihat, as hie woas
npeilng himsclr np Lo 16 wyeerc o
Anburn.

b only money geer offeresd 10
me wnt o 55 pold picce, by b Do
otel  Jeshioned  Ioblow who fan 0
splooe, o che horth Slee. He hnd
# wrll thers, & Jlitle oWt OVIF 1ha
Yee, Thes Wled o i & wp 1
foughi It and bant it The well wes
a greal Gooonuaoaation 10 people.

WEfe came QOWn Lo my place alter-
ward snil [uve me the guld plece
i asked him what for, and he e3ld:

wigee  vau koow, FroanksS

wypap, 3 leughed, aod teld him ]
ald et hecanse L Hied bLis plade
and Bis gine wed Atm, omd theb
wos thnt. e menph Do Larm.

“T gald 1 mever broke y wWord
icving Van Wie, who had b faglaey
where the Chillled Plow wordd s
amne lo me and told me be objected
15 n &swlich I the wstrecs 1hebe,
wihlch the railway weoted 0 puk W,
1 ol bl Ta alreasy told the 1ab-
way prople T vole with tiem en i

wpyneenzd Limooln, who was & friemil
of wmlne, and woted Wil ne, Chme
and tobg me §@ would enst him Bis
poltieal Bifz 1T W2 dhdn'e Heel thnt
switch, I told him I'd passed DY
word on .. I was Inoa pinch.

w1 went to Conpstts (B G. Coo-
peite, genecnl manager al Ehe wali-
woy Intorests), and expinined @ Bl
pned asked bim be lek me off. He =eld
uo. T wo'd Wim o righi.
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A,
cougle of oiber IplD

-

Iife ang tneanded to
Fone.
but its ooing te be

e n lemdn,

T @ -

take that 60 0 promisa.
“ay I shli, B Dever

w

MEAwEam

there,

ik w1 come mgalf,

in Mattycale,

T - amuch
meboallng, hut I atedaled some nlghia
And 1 alemys reed  the diapatches
feam Albany mod Weasglon. 'Y
neen » srbacrifet o The Herald for
mbts tRAn 30 ¥oATs, alpes bRy WEDS
'makt to Uhe Jerry Teschs block.

7 “Abuub  Zeading - - Albeny . Ned
A LR S
1 washington dlspataiies  thougs, '
well you, 1 wped to Sgure how 1'd
if T was in bhose fellows” placen down

L “Thers dopsn't seem La be LHat kind
ol laterest 1 politles now, but mayba
il say that up
o & few ysams ago 1 could certdinly
J |have called the nEmes  of - oS
United States Henators LHADS any LiED

v weonb e Coonstts (B G, Opo-
peite, genernl mankger al Ene rali-
wny Lntorests), and explained i
nred asked Dim to Jok me off. He Seld
T wold Wim off rlghl. Wikt ®
I went up
jnplo the mnext  Black | berond Vo
e, and with some money gok the
pignmbure of every proDerty helder
| pegeseney Lo appIove tRAt Jocatlon,
Ther [ wont brck te Connatie RRG
told hirs. He woes slubbcra.

“f ol hlm [ enjoyca my pelitical
go on with Ik
I iedd him I be Nerd aller he wed

Coevtow'ns gaing Yo geb pour awiteh,
Iz the mext
biopok, T told him, ned finally e
grve e ek my word, bk i taught
Tve never singe given
my word on A thing llke thet, -
“juat sy LIl look imto the mnat-
bepy fhat'a all. . You seQ't oven $Af.
U1 san what T ean doy for fhay mey

= ]

E

- | dam't felloor them they aren't leed-

era, tHaka all.
parly hos Jdre

are lollowing theo -

gt him and

[ think the Democratic
Jeaderg lu the Eorty
Eooiag, &nd, hard tlncs apart, peopie

wf ilstened to Rl Lhé Apeechod, £X-
cept Hoover's Ieat speech, 1 gat meadl
wolldnt gt

sqwe mevod talhed with Governoo
Rocsavels of phaxen hamds #lEh

et

R
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vThefm sre leadars left, I peaple o

—

b I've walched him since ho Bucked

‘Alue-ewed Billy* Sheehan of Hulals
more them 40 yosre &fe, Shechan W
a preat politlclan, o Erent e - b

af Dayil B Hll, the greavas Oove
crooy of Die ined, When tReS Lot

| Bueehan And eenl RGormun oo the

Unlied Hiates Ecnebe, hever o e
henrd of in hls gl yeprs these, 1Ney
glipehed d'rect elestions of United
Brnten Bepatoss and you hayen't had

politles minee undll latels. .

“The Americkn pople kROW Fou
have Lo have good political menage-
mant Lty have peod goverament and
good  hurinoea, Al bt costs money
for pArty orgaoldatlon,

“and  pou fave s play patlbics
prory oy in the year wmd gkt to

il M. Matty heE

Wik overy Nghtl 1v logk me ME wrebs

Ao grt upon  thet eorzics of ouwr

thi same high suilber of men enterlng |-

— or o T

cchool  Hhe  words | owsnled toers:
Wnowledge 8 powerl

vl I welbed  drd Jeught and
are tho words up there. What
patier oxprosees dhe wnote wea o
whik itg all mhouk, ahd whal
for, than bhose simple worde Boazitt
aapted wlY of Ve WOrdL 1 «on'h
knaw whyl )

Wenowledae I power” That hits
I{; It's Enowing wHat LA mbhoul nod
hevat to do LS

For 4 YeOLE,
(ram city palivien,
as Lhe welerin wi t

pince hlw ceblpmment
in whiek o gerwed
he Common Sont-
Tegp 1he  penst
and the dynamo of Matizdale, wish
bhw gTOWINE ISR bhere gekiing
Toad fmiprovements, ater, sleotricity,
pan, homes apd above nli, Wik :.j.‘.-.:-.o:l

of whlzh Re It &3 pooud, s finesk
rronumaik,

e sl |-

fp—
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Frank Matty, Always Politician, Still Follows 50-Year Philosophy of 'To the Victors
Belong the Spoils'
The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1932

“We started 7 years ago [in 1925] with one room and 19 pupils.”

The students of District #3 moved into the new 4-room brick building on February 19,
1923. At that time there were three teachers and 172 pupils. When they were in the old
one-room schoolhouse, on the adjacent lot to the west of the new school building, there
were 146 pupils and one teacher. '

“I went to work when I was 11, in a livery stable. My father was just about horse-crazy.”
“We moved to the city when I was six or seven years old, from the farm.”

In other versions of his early years, Matty said the family moved from Mexico, NY to
Collasse, NY when he was six years old [in 1857]. However the 1860 Federal census has
the family living in Mexico at the time of the census. Sometime after the 1860 census the
family moved to Syracuse and initially lived on Seymour St. Frank’s father, Victor
Francis Matty, originally joined the Syracuse police department. He left the police
department and opened a wood-yard in Clinton Square where the Post Office is now
located. Frank initially went into the business of making barrels for the salt industry. In
1870 he was working as a cooper in nearby Liverpool, NY. Frank and his wife Kitty
appeared in the 1870 census twice: once in Liverpool and once in the 4™ Ward of
Syracuse.

Around 1876 Frank joined his father in the wood business and eventually took over the
operation of the business. Shortly thereafter Frank started up an open livery operation just
to the west of his father’s wood yard on the present location of the Syracuse Board of
Education building. According to Frank there wasn’t any money in the wood business
and he finally closed down the wood operation and expanded his open stable business
into a livery stable.

Knowledge Is Power

"And you have to play politics every day in the year and fight to win every fight.” It took
me six weeks to get upon that cornice of our school the words I wanted there:
“Knowledge is power.”

"But I waited and fought and those are the words up there. What better expresses the
whole idea of what it's all about, and what it’s all for, than those simple words. Some
wanted six or seven words; [ don’t know why.”

" ‘Knowledge is power!' That hits it; it's knowing what it's about and how to do it."

So far no other mention of the battle for the engraving on the cornice of the new school

has surfaced. Since Matty donated the land for the school it seems proper for him to pick
the school slogan.

The Building Of The Legend 09-06-13 - 18 - Copyright © 2013 Michael F. McGraw



:%_anh Matty,

“All C s”
vl
" [s Ready for “All Comer !
1t .
|1_i ! Sk 2
- T red Powers
| Doughty Mattydale Leader Proved -
;2 ] - - ?- TI “: EB i
! by Democratic Ward Victory Last
4T3 i
i
: E - oy 1 Enh — A e,
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o SRR GUsk A5 H.'.TEM - ‘__ at ks abetatian of “The A'IG‘:‘-_:?"EE,_E:::f :
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| farmer Magar Alan C. Pobes s BB gniismer vice presigent of [he S
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rHE E Coans™

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY,
November 18, 1933

8

3 Tomorrow,

I early menhood he worked

='on feaxder fur the oeerillD.
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The Syracuse American, Syracuse, NY, Sunday, Novemer 19, 1933

[FRANK MATTY, 83 TODAY,

_STILL 'GOING STRONC'

Hale “Mayor of Mattydale” Can Laugh at
Early Predictions of Shortened Days

! Today may be just Nov. 19 everya-
| where else—but out in Mattydale,
|it is a red-letter spot on the cal-
| endar, ranking somewhere below
| Christmas and the Fourth of July.

For today is Frank Matty’'s birth-
dav—eightyv-third anniversary of
that stormy morning up in the lit-
tle hamlet of Mexico when young
Francis Victor Matty made his de-
but into & wicked world.

For Frank, “Mayor of Mattydale"
and back in the “Gay "70's"” a more
powerful man than the mavor in
Syvracuse, it is an occasion that
brings him considerable gratifica-
tion. He can recall when a lot of
exasperated oldsters, patience worn

thin by youihful exuberance. told
him: "You'll never live to man-
hood,” and every time another
birthday rolls around, he sits back
in his comfortable rocker and has
a good laugh at them all

Hale and hearty at 83, with a

mind as keen as it was in the days
when he was outsmarting such
astute politicians as Jim Belden, J.
K. McGuire, Francis Hendricks, Col.
John Gawvnor and Billv Kirk, Matty
expects to have “a little party”™ in
honer of the event tonight. With
“*Ma,” who has been his loval com-

fort and aide for more than 40
years, he will receive the compli-
ments o»f his faithful followers in

the old mansion beside the North
Syracuse highway, where he has
t_;lken in his last yearz the comfort
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to which an oxlkﬁﬂrdinnr'ili active
middle-age entitles him. |

He hated to take time 1 yes-
terday from the mast | otrtant
task which is engaging hig atten-
tion—the writing of his memoirs for
The Journal—to discuss birfhdays.

He obhserved:

“What's a birthday? t just
reminds you that you are a little

nearer the end of the road, When

yvou get as far along it | am,
that isn't a wvery welcome re-
minder.”

Asked to sum up, in a few words,
the philosophy that a lgng and
spectacular career in public life
has given him, he declared:

“I guess I'd say that iths all in
doing the best you n and

not worrying about wh

not it is good enough. Have a
little fun as you go along, be as
tolerant as you can of other peo-
ple’'s weakness, and don't be any
meaner to anybody than you have
to be. As for rules and regula-
tions of life, 1 don't know o'nuugh
about 'em to give you any.” _

Matty, after finishing "Matty
Memoirs,” will turn his attention teo
the job which he started this fall—|
cleaning up Manford Greene's Re-
publican machine that rules the
town of Salina. He made & dent in |,
it this year by electing one of the|
four town councilmen, and he hopes|
to finish the task next vear. In the
meantime, he will continue to run|
the Mattydale end of the township, |
as he has done since he established
the thriving suburb,
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Frank Matty, 83 Today Still Going Strong
The Syracuse American, Syracuse, NY, November 19, 1933

This birthday article/interview was from one of Syracuse’s other newspapers. One
statement requires comment, but while it wasn’t a quote from Frank Matty himself, it was
apparently based on statements made by him.

“With ‘Ma,” who has been his loyal comfort and aid for more than 40 years, he will
receive the compliments of his faithful followers in the old mansion beside the North
Syracuse highway,...”

“Ma” refers to Frank Matty’s 3 wife, the former widow, Minnie Earl Mansfield. The
“40 years” presents the first problem. “More than 40 years” takes one back to before
1893 and therein lies the problem. In 1893 Frank was still married to his pnd wife, named
Jennie. Frank and Jennie were married on September 8, 1888 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
They were living in the 200 block of West Willow St. In early 1894 Jennie filed divorce
papers on Frank and listed four or five of his girl friends as co-respondents, but Minnie
was not found among those young ladies.

Minnie Mansfield showed up in the 1900 Syracuse Federal census as a 33 year old
widow who had never given birth to any children. She was living at 312 E. Fayette St
running a “lodging house.” '' In the 1910 Federal census the now 40 year old widow was
renting a house at 515 E. Jefferson St. and had no occupation. At this time Minnie
claimed giving birth to one child who was no longer alive. '* In the 1917 Onondaga
County Directory Minnie Mansfield was listed as the owner of property in the town of
Salina and Frank Matty was her tenant. This was Frank’s Salina farm that he had
purchased in June 1900. It appears that he put the farm in Minnie’s name prior to his
1915 bankruptcy to prevent him from losing it to his creditors. In the 1920 Federal census
a 49 year old, widowed Minnie Mansfield, was listed as living in Frank Matty’s
household and her occupation was given as doing “housework” for a “private family.
The tenant had risen to the head of the household and Frank reported that he owned the
property. Some time between the 1920 census and May 1923, Minnie Mansfield became
the 3rd Mrs. Frank Matty. The 1930 Syracuse Federal census listed 58 year old Minnie as
Frank’s wife. In this census, information was collected on a person’s “Age at first
marriage.” Frank was first married at 19 and Minnie at 18. '* These ages did not refer to
Minnie and Frank’s marriage to each other.

9 13

There is some evidence that Frank was living with Minnie Mansfield as early as about
1909 at 352 South Warren St and after 1910 at 515 East Jefferson St. Another curious
situation has surfaced recently involving Frank Matty, his patron and friend, Sim Dunfee,
and a horse named Minnie Earl. This was Minnie Mansfield’s maiden name. A fairly
lengthy article, accompanied by a large drawing of the horse, was featured in the
Syracuse Herald in August 1896. 15 According to the article, “Minnie Earl is now the
property of Alderman Matty, who purchased her from John S. Dunfee during the
summer, and naturally prizes his protégé very highly.”
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There was one other statement that needs some clarification. “In the meantime, he will
continue to run the Mattydale end of the township, as he has done since he established the
thriving community.”

Frank Matty never “established the thriving suburb,” Prior to the turn of the century the
area was established and developed by the original settlers of which Frank Matty was not
one. Frank purchased his property in June 1900 but didn’t reside on his Salina farm until
late 1913 or early 1914. In 1922 he followed the lead of several other property owners
and opened part of his 100-acre farm for residential development. He called his
development Mattydale and the name soon came to be applied to all 11 developments in
the area, with the exception of Hinsdale. This was the former farm land of Perry Hinsdell,
a genuine original settler who had died in 1907, and was the first farm to be turned over
to residential development. To this day, Hinsdale still maintains its separate identity from
Mattydale.

As for continuing “to run the Mattydale end of the township,” the only official office held
by Frank Matty was that of President of the school board for old District No. 3. Prior to
1933 the town of Salina had been comprised of eight districts and was run by a supervisor
and five justices of the peace. After the state ordered reorganization in 1933, the eight
districts were merged into four wards and they were to be run by a council comprised of
the town supervisor and four councilmen, one from each ward. Frank occupied none of
those offices and had complained that the Republicans (Matty was a Democrat) had run
the town of Salina for the last decade.

The newspapers of the time seemed intent on perpetuating the myth that Frank Matty
single-handedly established the area that today carries his name and had “developed it,”
according to his plan, from his first presence in the area. The newspapers would state that
Matty also “ran” the area, even though he never held an official office in the town of
Salina government, other than school board trustee and president of old District No. 3.

In the lead up to the 1933 town elections Matty gave a statement that shows that part of
the problem was due to the newspapers themselves. “And, say, I wish you fellows would
quit writing stuff that reads as if [ was all there was in the Democratic party out our way.
These candidates are all good fellows who can stand on their own feet. If I can help ‘em
any I’ll do it, but they’re not just dummies. I don’t want folks to get the idea that I'm
trying to run everything.”'®
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY,
November 19, 1934

Frank Matty Keeps
| His 84th Birthday
At Mattydale Home

't  Prank Matty. “mayor ol Mattydale”
.| onzerved his 84th hirthdey anniver-

. sary Lodny, keéeplng active aboiil his
'} home In the Hrewerton Reoad. :
'l ¥orly friends antlelpated the ocea-
'| elon rnd agreenbly surprieed him nt
hizs home S8aturday nlght In honor of |
* i his nnnivereary,

ke B = W AL

o BRI T T I o B |

r

| The veternn  Desnocratie  party
warker, stll ncilve 1in politics, ap-
neared well and hearty today, provde |
est, 8g always, of the Mattvdala school, |
of whic hhe is trustee. "the best dls- |
triect schon! In the SAtate,” in his
opinlon.

=ET TR - b | -

il T el o e el

oo w
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1935

Frank Matty

Paid Tribute
By Villagers

Surprise Party Is Held in
Honor of Mattydale
[ Founder

Marks 85th Birthday;
One-time Whip of City:

and County Demoerats ;'
1z Proud of School 1

Matiydale pald Leomage ta 155!
beaming founceor Tuecday night as:
residents oI ihe o
I narth ¢f inhe Cily Zélhsred A/ the
JUhE Nl fedid sabah il & !au..lpl...':s
party marking his A%ta pl-tadey.

Horge taclng, schopols, poiitics, all
»are tapcn for exelted converzating
gt tha ore-iime whip of tha ¢liy:
tand cowty Democratic organizatione
| chatied with hls celghbers, :
i Mr. Maity toox partleular pride in.
i the Mattydale Distriet School wkich,
'he smald, 5 the fingst o the Biate
1135x 15990 4] '

.

riving settlemens - |

85, Still Hale

FRANK MATTY

Frank Matty Paid Tribute By Villagers
The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 20, 1935

W R, S thE OMNEET 0 LhE
"Seren Yvears ago what did we have?’
ne asked. “Nloetzen pupils under
ane teacher in a4  Hitls ane-room
schoolbouze, Today e hive 23
teachets, 24 rooms 1157 pupkls” .

He pninhted proudly to 2opaseet nf
chrysanthemums  whivh had  besm
presented o nim by the schoo? stad

He'd ltke 1o fre Prosidens Roose |
veld reelecsed. he saud, “providiag |
he'll snepe the New Dral to sult ibej
people  wenerally," He woolled =i
eritirs of the iresidenl's sponding
program  "'You or 1 woulg have 0| C
tpend money, ‘oo, Foukda't we, 1 -ei 3
had millions of people oh our .".r.nda,
Lo feed weogd take caie of?

Aut 1t s Alfred E. Smiin, rather | th
than Prestden! RBooseve):, who is Mr ;1-“
Matry's ‘del. The “orme  Goverror (1
Lt zaid, “had 2 rlze {1om ;o'-a—'rlﬂ'
aud huows what It me2as o work {a
a datlar. Hecsevelt wesin't born with
a silver spoon In his miouih.  I1 was
a gald one and he never had ta l=arn
the vaiue of modsoy,

His sccret fo- firding zatisfar-ion
in lif> {5 slmply “sTay mierasted in
Lhipze.” And ne sald, "T'll sta.}‘_
Interasted :n thinge a5 long &5 I 1 ”"I
rod live as loog ks 1 can”

;‘].',5 e}c& Dhill!lﬁd as 1B alsED T

._.ﬂ.'
old Zevs., He painieg 10 B pizrare of !

STETAT

L B

s =

aund

L = a3 O

L L. R

; Colvidge, whizhh he calsed. "Ii® went:
lgoi i the frst timg 2o CVEY ".1":=dn
BroUl ald wuwli 48 wwei Sl o 4RiE3 u.
ane asgenn '’

“Mattydale paid homage to its beaming founder Tuesday night as residents of the thriving
settlement north of the city gathered at the home of Frank Matty for a surprise party
marking his 85" birthday.”

“ ‘Seven years ago [1928] what did we have?’ he asked. ‘Nineteen pupils under one
teacher in a little one-room schoolhouse. Today we have 21 teachers, 24 rooms and 1,157

b

pupils.

Frank was using that same “Seven years ago” story back in his 1932 birthday article. It
was wrong then and even more wrong in 1935.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 19, 1936

-

Democratic Leader-Vows He Will Stay in|
Politics “As Long as I Live and I Intend
to Live as Long as I Can”

The “honorary mayor of Maity--
dale” became 85 years old al 4 AL M.

Thursday,
"] Feignlug complete Ignoranee of the:
“surprise” party bls friends and:
townsmen heve nrranged for him for
Thurgday  night, - Frank
nemesls of the ERebuhbllcans and.
l ¢hampien of the Democrats In more;
ian hall & century of political feuds,
|  prepared  fo obgerve the cocaslon,
Ywith the qulei and dignity neaulng
a man of my years.”

But when he sald 1t he winked.

“Why don't you drop arvund—:
only don't let oo I asxed you. I'm,
uot supposed te koow abouy It

Trank Matty, whose pet political
formula bas always been “pollties 1s!
palitics 3656 days of the rear and the,
¢t taoe Lo play it is all the time.” eclo-
brates this pertleular birthdery recov-
vrina from something of a political”
shosk.
a{- “A& man !5 never too

L1 T

1]

mith

1 firss

|'waliks- withi a brown derby and . '

Matty, |

!Tran‘h Mnty E pclltical Idesl sinec he

ke

stepped -0 the East Side side-

word for the DeMOCT3LNE.

When Smith bolted. the Demo-
i cratic party "1 like to have falnted,”
I e, Matty said

Sifll rmgged, keen-eyed and inter-
ested in atrepuous outdoor iife, the
veteran rocalled thet “Syracuse had
clght wards when T was elected alder-
man in 1882, froin the ald Third Ward:
My majorily wns seven voies.

“I had 726 extra votss when 1 wnn

years later.  He retlred to rum for
mayor, and lost by 2,200 votez, Thot
was in 1803, From then untl] he
in the Demeorratlc organizntion.

more heetle political 1ife in the cliv's
suhurban gateway.,

-* veteran Eays.
too eid to be dis-j;, mich.
¢ [‘Musionsd,” he sald. referring to Al_ \tn protect

“Polltles 1s always the same,” tha

It's always peen my oolley
the Inlerests of the elty,
Cand I've aiways believed In the good

Emith, who took a walk, had ucen” 1r:.d maosio, 'To the victer belongs the

& ‘-:-:_:.“_‘:..n-:-a.n_i*_ e titlmat IFanl mlsas Tan 'EPOII-!

Mr. Mally moved Lo Syricus: wiid

*4 nls pa.rents from a ReArby IArm when i/
.|{ he was 7 yeara old.

“Thit was back I
in 49" he recalled.
Tye family resided in what is now 1

J?. Herald -Ptma, It was Noxon Sireet
W

sleated the last {lme™—which was 28 |-

was Tetired ‘he was a ranking power [,

Then he went ‘o Mattydale. which |.
he had founded and stasied an even |

“People don'l -change

Thaz's been my polley, too” |l

then. Kis home was "a hrick hausel

‘next to the gid Amos Holal®

He sayz he has suhseribed to The

| Herald, 54 ypare,

Characietlstically he sald: "I be

[in poltties rs long s I Hve, and £
futend te live as Jong as I can.”

Democratic Leader Vows He Will Stay in Politics 'As Long as I Lve and I Intend to

Live as Long as I Can'

The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 19, 1936

“He retired to run for mayor, and lost by 2,200 votes. That was in 1905.”

Matty didn’t retire to run for mayor. He was an Alderman in 1907 when he ran for
mayor. His position as Alderman ran out at the end of 1907 but he couldn’t run for mayor
and Alderman at the same time.

“Mr. Matty moved to Syracuse with his parents from a nearby farm when he was 7 years

old. ‘That was back in ’49.’

He recalled.”

The nearby farm was in Mexico, NY in Oswego County. The move took place after the
1860 census, when Frank was over ten years old. Back in "49 was a year before Frank

was born.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1937

Mattydale’sUnofticial Mayor
Observes 87th Year Friday

Frent Ma iy unofilcial mnayor of
v attvdale and s former SyTacuse
aiderman will ba 87 Frlday

The voteran Domocratle Ieader wha
sarved 28 jears n the 8yracuse Com
mon Councll and came within 2000
yotex nf belng eleciod mayer  has
plased & prominent part In he de
velopment of Mattydale popuicus
residentlal suburb Just ne th of 3gra
cuse

Sinece moving to the wburh 2o
veass ago Mr Aatty s intirests hate
been  centered In Lhdat community
ahd ihe sehool disirict He has dom
inated political affalrs In that part of
| ths town of Ealina {or WANy §ears

One of his few rebufs came 1iwo
w.ons 4go when he nas defeated fob
rounciiman of tho towa

Ho 15 Inten.ely proud of Mativdale
Schoal Twelve seats ago It had 19
pupils housed In one toam Today It

has more than 1000 pupils dd
teachers and I3 roted the largest
common school in the State  far

larger than many schools In hnigh
echeol distrlets It is nuartered In &
modern bullding

Mr \atiy has been & school trustee
gince he became & residant of the dis
trlet He has heen presldent of the
board for many Fears

\fra Marty died last summer

Mattydale's Unofficial Mayor Observes 87th Year Friday
The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1937

“Twelve years ago it had 19 pupils housed in one room.”

This old story had been updated a bit but it is still off by three years and 127 pupils.

“Mr. Matty has been a school trustee since he became a resident of the district.”

Frank moved to the district in late 1913 or early 1914 and wasn’t elected to the position

of trustee until 1925.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1938

Frank Matty at 88 Looks Back Over Colorful Career,
Refights Political Battles and Takes Pride in Fine School

FRANK MATTY, VETERAN S8YRACUSE POLITIOCLAN, shown ot Ieft as he appears todar, preparing to celebrate lus 55tk
birtheday. aml at right as he looked in AD008 when he was Democratie candidate for mayver of Syracuse.
. o

L
H
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY,

November 18, 1938

“Old Warrior” Won Alderman’s Seat in Old
Third Ward in 1881; Lost Mayoralty in
1908; Pleased With Resulis of Fall Vote

Trank Mnity, veteran of vetarans in
politics in the Syracuse arca, wHI b
88 years of age at 4 A, M. Saturday.
The oscasion will be obsertedd at his
heme ot Brewerton Road and Malloy
Read. Alattvdale, which e bought 38
Tenss ngo.

Around hils he has 4 community
of his own, developed om lis farm
of 100 peres, with streets named for
his 1amlly, his mother's and his wile’

and with “the fioest sthasl In the !

State.” he says ihey tell bim.
Mattrdale school has Zrowi irom
one with 11 pupils in winter and 19
in summer 10 on¢ with 1,100 pupils.
¥rank Matty Is chalrman of she
school board. has beep sinee the dls-

rrize was founded.
A Demccratic commitecman for 50

yvears, he keeps his pramlise of carller ¢

veors to be “loterested in politics as
lonz as [ live, and live as long as I
can.”

He voted Arst lo 1870 for the Mug-
wump ¢rndidate for President, agninit
Hornce Greeley.  Bls rTegular party
nomicee. Toe first voied was 21 that
year, He had Jived In Syracuse 15
vears, having come here with his par-
ents when he was gix :

He was born Nov. 14, 1850, in w
formhicu=e at  Moxico, In Osweed
conpty.
poth of Prench descent, His grand-
father was n settler of French Street,

oOswego County. which gettlemens Te-
ialm= tedars Facee  af the oflzinal
14,58 x 21.751in 4

Eis Iather and mother wele |

-28 -

e =

4alnz today Iraces of the ﬂrlzlnnl|

Prench Lifluence,
In 166! he was clected alderman of
the old Third Ward, comprising an

| aten mow Included in the Second and

Hinth Wards, In the ¥leinlty of the
postoffice and West Geneser Stroet

| and to the north.

He szcrved 27 years, untl 1803 Te-
tiring after losing ihe mayoraliy by
1,100 votes in the one of the stlffest
politlenl battles of Syracuse history.
Hls politlcal carcer was high-lighted
by hattles,

He was elected prosident of the
Common Council 1n ohe suck fight,
winnlng over the Republican majority
on the 72nd bhallot. -

His wiie ¢led » Fear agoe in Sep-
tember and lfe 1§ not the same to
him. He has hig fox terrler, “one of
the sweetest dogs"” he hos ever liad.
and a3 matched palcr of black kork
horses with white markings on thelr
[oreheads, They are, he says, the fincst
team he has ever had.

An anthuslast over horses, he recalls
fondiy his “Naoey Allen,” whe beat
all comers over the ice, at Nye miles,
leaving them blocks behind and break-
Ing thelr hearts. fAe drove the high-
wheeled sulky himself and later had
hils driver,

"“T have llved carefully always” he
pald. “I nmever had a strong stomach

I

and an ate nlwavs In maxderation.
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The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY,
November 18, 1938

There lan't o live the man of woman
wig can say they ever saw me toke
a driopk, although I was In the tavern
trade tfor years.”

Pollties siilt sultg him:

“The election Was aboui as perfect
a2 any In years,” he sald. “The Legls-
lature was eclected Repuhlican and
ithe Democratic Governer rat.nineu
with the power of veto,

"Tha people voted wlsely. The elec-
tlon was not very much against the
lew Denl. J am a New Dealer. In the
New Deal lzndsilde 1o 19368, they gave
s voles oot belonging to us.

"We couldn't expect to bhold states,

South. Presidant Roosevelt's popu-
Jarity was tec much for the opposi-
tlon in 36 and mep and women voted
tor hlm who wouldn't agaln, They're
mercly going
made a great run hut the same thing

gelngz back home.”

frem plain speciacles, Frank Matty
ploxs out hils part as challepger or
champlon. in the ring to the finish.
He zays flatly thag Co. E. Alexander
Powell, author of "GOone Are the
Days,” recently published serlelly In
The Horald, was mmuch mistaken in
sying that destinies In SyTacuse were

"Alderman Cafe™

“And that wasn't his only mistake™
added the oidtlmer. “I have his bhook
here He mlled me an Irlshman!”

- h M oo = A o T TES L
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governcrs, legislatures, except in the |

baek heme, MeElroy |

Nesring 90 strong. phllesophieal. |
cyes mcasuring the world keenly still |,

declded In the back room of Matty's:

‘| eame and got them.
| have to dellver them.”

1 Hr.: Lknew the late Edward A Powell

and hls wife, the author's mother, Br.
Matty said.

“They were in my ward aod though
Republican his father always sup-
ported me,” the vetcran alderman
added.

At peace like some ancloni Boman
generp) retited on bis farm, he faces
atother world. He passesses a serenity
of old age, untroubled by problems
of Jiving which wvex some of the
eldeﬂ}

"When you're B8 he sald, Myou
know truly mu. your days are num-
hered, although I maoy last. It has no
concern for me."

In the comfortable farmhouse with
its tight, stout stable plant at the
rear, the foundation stone of hils
ccmmtnity, the old warrlor c¢en-
templates the present sceme and looks

i 1.
halds irue of Onondaga County, Just | BACK, Enjoying lx A

“onme hundred  acres,” he  sald,
"3 000 Teet along the two roads, and
I took 815000 pold cosh off it Inm
1017, with 470 hogs and pigs. They
I didn't even

He had a' hall-mlile Llrack on the
plaee and drove there buot the auto-
moblles fon drove horses off "the old
Plank Ecad." as the Brewerion turn-
pike was known.

“"Apd 5o goes the glory, and the
misery, of the worldl”

29 -
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Frank Matty at 88 Looks Back Over Colorful Career, Refights Political Battles and
Takes Pride in Fine School
The Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, November 18, 1938

The years mentioned in the headline are both off by one year. Frank Matty was first
elected an Alderman in 1882 and ran for Mayor of Syracuse in 1907.

“Frank Matty is chairman of the school board, has been since the district was founded.”

There was a School District #3 in the town of Salina from at least 1874 and the original
one room schoolhouse was built in 1853. Matty didn’t become a resident until late 1913
or early 1914 and did not become a board member until 1925.

“He had lived in Syracuse 15 years, having come here with his parents when he was six.”

This was in reference to Matty voting for the first time in 1870. This would imply that the
Matty family moved to Syracuse in 1855, when Matty would have only been five years
old. In other versions of his early years, Matty claimed the family moved from Mexico,
NY to Collasse, NY when he was six years old. However, the 1860 census recorded that
the Victor Matty family was still living in Mexico, NY.

SUMMARY

Frank Matty had been quoted often, over his long lifetime, as saying that he fully
believed in the saying: “To the victors, go the spoils.” Based on these annual birthday
articles, that also included the accomplishments of the vanquished.

Starting with the 1930 edition, the tone of these annual birthday articles shifted from one
of simply reporting the events, to one of more legend building. This new tone featured an
embellishment of Frank Matty, his history, his accomplishments and his “singular place”
of importance in Mattydale. If something had been accomplished in Mattydale, then
Frank Matty had planned it, he had driven the execution of it and now it’s very existence
stood as a monument to Frank Matty’s greatness. It makes one wonder how a mere 100-
acre farm could contain such an ego. !’

Frank Matty was not an evil person, he was generous in his donations to the growing
community of Mattydale, he was loyal to his family and friends and he would fight to the
death for causes in which he believed. Matty was a larger than life character who had a
need and an ability to place himself at the center of many activities. Newspapers love
characters because they sell papers and Frank Matty always delivered a story.
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FOOTNOTES

Mrs. Matty, 1ll Year, Dies, The Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, September 22, 1937.

During the 1970s I became reacquainted with my 1% grade teacher from old Mattydale
School, Mrs. Charlotte Bode. She told me about Frank Matty’s desire to personally
hand the teacher’s their paychecks. [Perhaps to reinforce in their minds whose hand
was feeding them.] Mrs. Bode said that they would have to walk down East Molloy
Road to Frank’s double barn to pick up their checks. On some occasions they would
have to wait in the smelly old barn while Frank finished shoeing a horse before he
would give them their checks.

3 1930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-94A
* 1930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-91A.
Battle Looms On School Question, Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, January 20, 1930.

School Tangle in Mattydale Stirs District, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, May 17,
1923.

7 Ibid.

Matty’s Ticket Wins Hot Fight Over Opponents, Syracuse Journal, Syracuse, NY, May
7, 1925.

Frank Matty Belligerent Victor at 80, Wins, Three to One, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse,
NY, January 26, 1930.

10" School Tangle in Mattydale Stirs District, Syracuse Herald, Syracuse, NY, May 17,

1923.

" 1900 NY Onondaga Syracuse WD15 - T623-1137-210A.
21910 NY Onondaga Syracuse WD15 - T624-1056-149A.
31920 NY Onondaga Salina - T625-1250-172A.

41930 NY Onondaga Salina - T626-1625-91A.

> Minnie Earl, She Is a Handsome and Speedy Young Racing Mare, The Syracuse
Herald, Syracuse, NY, August 30, 1896.
" Matty Wins in Court - Judge Ousts ‘Square Deal’ Petitions, The Syracuse Herald,

Syracuse, NY, October 18, 1933.
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17 Actually, at one time, around 1902, Frank had also purchased Benjamin Baum’s old
Spring Farm (~200 acres) but he sold it to Peter Michels, near the end of 1905, when
he lost his free city garbage deliveries to feed his hogs, soon after his friend Sim
Dunfee died in December 1904.
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