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CHAPTER XVI. 
The subway franchise fight was, except for the mayoralty 

campaign in which I was defeated by Alan Fobes, the hottest, 
most bitter and most unusual one ever waged in Syracuse. 

It happened away back in 1896, with 
J . K. McGuire in the Mayor's office. He 
*ad been elected on a *'reform ticket,'* 
declaring his independence of all the 
Democratic bosses and everybody else, 
and he started out to give the people what 
they always want and n e v e r get—an 
honest effort by an honest man to run 
public affairs in an absolutely h o n e s t 
way. 

William B. Kirk was then the nominal 
head of the Democratic organization. 
Eugene Hughes, who was one of t h r e e 
brothers who ran a stone-yard over on the 
bank of Onondaga Creek at Gifford st., 
where the typewriter works is now, was 
Kirk's right-hand man. Col. John F. 
Gaynor, a Fayetteville man who m a d e 
millions in the contracting game, was 
State committeeman. William P. Gannon was the Syracuse 
Rapid Transit power. And these four cooked up the f i r s t 

cause we jammed through a fran­
chise for Sim about as fast as 
we put one through for Kirk and 
Hughes. Of c o u r s e , McGuire 
vetoed it and. of course, we passed 
it over his veto. , 

You would have thought that 
McGuire might be glad we nulli­
fied this "gigantic steal" he had 
been talking about, wouldn t you? 
But vor; would be wrong. Because 
McGuire had, in the meantime, 
patched up things with Kirk and 
Hughes and Gaynor and was de­
pending on them to renominate 
him for another term. And he 
pitched in and fought like a major 
to keep Dunfee's franchise from 
going through. As a matter of 
fact, he even came down to the 
Common Council meeting a n d 
begged and pleaded with several 
of my boys to turn it down and 
let Kirk. Hughes and Gaynor have 
a free field! 

What the papers did to McGuire 
for that was a caution! For once, 
they forgot me and concentrated 
on him. In my scrapbooks, I find 
dozens of clippings showing how 
they pilloried him. They claimed 
he had never been on the level 
with his opposition to the Hughes 
franchise, or, it" he had, had sold 
out for a promise of renoruination. 
I read the papers for a few days 
with more enjoyment than in 
several years. 

It was a tough spot, though, for 
me. Kirk and Gaynor and Hughes 
and McGuire and all the rest of 
the big Democratic chiefs threat­
ened to beat me for alderman that 
fall. That was when Sim Dunfee 
pulled his famous line: 

"Don't worry. Sim is smarter 
than any of them—you stick to 
Sim and Sim will see you 
through!" 

FRANK MATTY. 

subway scheme. 
You know, in those days, all 

wires were on poles—telephone, 
telegraph, electric light and all. 
Salina st. was ft forest of poles 
and wires. A bird could hardly 
fly off the sidewalk without hit­
ting a wire. Most of the down­
town streets were just as bad. 
And if that system had continued 
until toda>. you couldn't get 
through t h e business district 
because of poles and wires. 

Well, Kirk, Gaynor. Hughes. 
Gannon and one or two others 
conceived the idea of construct­
ing subways in the business 
streets to carry all wires, and 
then compelling the lighting com­
pany, the telephone company and 
everybody else, using the wires. 
to use the subways. They got the 
idea from New York, where it had 
been done a short time before— 
with great profit to everybody 
connected with Tammany Hall. 
And. when they came to me with 
the scheme, I could see no reason 
for opposing it. 

I might a s well say, right here, 
that 1 am still of the opinion that 
the subway franchises were a 
great thing for Syracuse. I have 
been condemned more on account 
of them than almost anything else 
I ever did, but I can honestly 
say. looking back after nearly 40 
years, that I am glad I did what 
I did do. 

Of course, McGuire made a 
terrible outcry. He raced back 
and forth across the city, stopping 
a t all newspaper offices, to rouse 
the populace against what he 
called "the most gigantic fran­
chise steal ever perpetrated in 
Syracuse." A little later, you'll get 
a chucKle out of that, if you'll 
remember It. 

Without half-trying, McGuire 
stirred up a hornet's nest around 
onr ears. But, in spite of all that, 
i t was child's play for me to put 
the blanket franchise through the 
Common Council. I had 13 votes 
that the angel Gabriel couldn't 
have taken away from me, and I 
used them. As a matter of fact, 
1 used only 12, voting against the 
thing myself. Just to make Mc­
Guire madder. It was a trick I 
used a lot in those days—it helped 
to befuddle reformers who tried 
to paint me as the chief franchise-
grabber and who were usually 
dum founded to find my rote 
recorded in opposition. 

McGuire promptly vetoed t h e 
franchise, denouncing Kirk, Gay­
nor, Hughes and the rest, and 
being lauded hy the newspapers 
to the skies as the popular hero 
who was protecting the people's 
interest. Just as promptly, I passed 
the franchise again over the 
veto, having the votes to do it. 
And that made the franchise as 
good as a government bond. 

I wish the folks alive today 
could have seen the commotion. 
You could hardly find anything 
else in the " newspapers. The 
preachers bombarded us f r o m 
every pulpit, and Chancellor 
James R. Day came down from 
the university to a chamber of 
commerce dinner and advised 
riding us out of town on a rail. 
He said we were a bunch of ward-
heelers and saloon-keepers and 
thieves. 

The upshot of it all was that 
the Chamber of Commerce got be­
hind a scheme to beat us in a new 
way. They got Horace White, who 
was then senator, to introduce a 
bill in the Legislature, creating a 
subway commission for Syracuse, 
something like the grade cross­
ing commission is now. It was to 
have power to issue bonds for 
$50,000. White's brother. Ernest, 
was back of the proposition, but I 
don't see any need of going into 
that angle of it, at this late date. 

The bill went down to Albany 
and, while we were waiting for 
action, Donald Dey. who was then 
president of the Chamber of Com­
merce, and Ernest White, got a 
group of business men together to 
make an offer to build the sub­
ways and turn them over to the 
city as soon as they were paid 
for out of the rentals. I don't 
believe they would have done it. 
but anyway, it was turned down. 
And everybody settled back to 
wait for action a t Albany. 

Ted Wells, who died recently. 
was one of the assemblymen then 
and he had the handling of the 
bill in the Assembly. If I am not 
mistaken. Col. Joe Bondy was an­
other assemblyman. And it was 
largely because Wells delaved the 
bill that it didn't get through 
both houses and actually pass 
until along in April. 

Under the law, as it was then, 
all local legislation had to be sent 
to the city it effected, for the 
approval of the Mayor and the 
Common Council. If it was dis­
approved, it could be re-passed by 
the Legislature and become law 
just the same. 

But the subway commission 
didn't work out that way. The 
Common Council turned it down, 
..Tier taking the full 15 days 
allowed by law. McGuire approved 
it. of course, and we still turned 
it down. And, by the time It got 
around to Albany again, it was 
too late to do anything about it. 
The Legislature adjourned and 
went borne without attempting to 
repass the hill. I saw to that, 
through some friends in N e w 
York. 

Well, you can see that left the 
field clear to the Kirk-Hnghes-
Gaynor crowd, with an unlimited 
fight to collect rent from every 
wire that went under the streets. 

But, as a matter of fact, they 
didn't actually want to build sub­
ways. What they wanted to do 
was to sell their rights to the 
telephone company which, then, 
looked like the biggest user of 
subways. They negotiated for a 
long time, but the telephone com­
pany wouldn't pay the price. 

That was where matters stood 
when Sim Dunfee. concerning 
whom I have told you earlier in 
this narrative, came to me one 
day and said: 

"Frank, you got that subway 
franchise tnrough pretty smooth 
for Bill Kirk and Gene Hughes. I 
suppose that settles the subway 
business ?" 

I asked him: 
"Why? What do you care about 

itr' 
Sim replied: 
"Well, I just wondered. Could 

you give more than one franchise 
like that?" 

I though it over and I couldn't 
see why not. So, I told him: 

"We could give a dozen, if we 
had the votes—and the people 
who wanted the franchises." 

Sim said: 
"All right, you get the votes. 

Tve got the people who want a 
franchise." 

It turned out that Sim had tied 
up with the telephone company, 
then called the Central New York 
Telephone Company, and wanted 
another subway franchise. A n d 
there was nothing to do but give 
it to him. Anything Sim Dunfee 
wanted from me, he could have 
had, to say nothing of a franchise 
or two. 

When that news got out, you 
would think revolution had broken 
out in Syracuse. There couldn't 
be much more excitement. Kirk, 
Gaynor and Hughes almost went 
crazy. They had not thought it 
was necessary to take Dunfee in 
on the original plan, but t h e y 
certainly lived to regret it. Be-

If you want to GET RID of Constipation worries-

Science says Today 
use a LIQUID Laxative 

I 
"purging'* 1. Control intestinal action exactly—no 

2. Measure to suit your individual needs to the drop 

3. Banish Bowel Fatigue and the laxative habit 

Any hospital offers evidence of the 
harm done by harsh laxatives that 
drain the system, weaken the bowel 
muscles, and in some cases even 
affect the liver and kidneys. 

A doctor will tell you that the 
unwise choice of laxatives is a com­
mon cause of chronic constipation. 

Fortunately, the public is fast 
returning to the use of laxatives 
in liquid form. 

A properly prepared liquid laxa­
tive brings a perfect movement. 
There is no discomfort at the time 
and no weakness after. You don't 
have to take "a double dose" a day 
or two later. 

In buying any laxative, always 
read the label. Not the claims* but 
the contents. If it contains one 
doubtful drug, don't take it. 

Dr. Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin is a 
prescriptional preparation in which 
there are no mineral drugs. Its in­
gredients are on the label. By using 

it* you avoid danger of bowel strain. 
You can keep the bowels regular, 
and comfortable; you can make 
constipated spells as rare as colds. 

The l iqu id test : 

This test has proved to many men 
and women that their trouble was 
not "weak bowels", but strong 
cathartics: 

First. Select a good liquid laxa­
tive. 2. Take the dose you find is 
suited to your system. 3. Gradually 
reduce the dose until bowels are 
moving regularly without any need 
of stimulation. 

Syrup pepsin has the highest 
standing among liquid laxatives, 
and is the one generally used. I t 
contains senna, a natural laxative 
which is perfectly safe for the 
youngest child. Your druggist has 
Dr. Caldwell's Syrup Pepsin. 

Ambitious Smith Saves the Situation 
ft 

by Stopping His Cold in a Hurry 

( 1 ) 6 P.M. /MARY, I'M 
CATCHING A TERRIBLE COLD.. 
AND WEVE GOT THE MEETING 
ON TMAT 916 DEAL TOMORROW.! 

THROAT SORE,TOO. 
NWHAT CAN 1 DO? 

LISTEN, YOUR 
MOTHERS DOCTOR 
TOLD HEflOFTUE 
SUREST WAY TO 
GET RID OF A 
COLO QUICK 
TODAY.. . . 
COME WITM 

M E . . . 

V / N O W , FOR YOUR 
| \ SORE THROAT,WELL* 

CRUSH AND DISSOLVE 
3 BAYER ASPIRIN 
TABLETS IN 1J-L 
GLASS OF WATER 

TO O T A R G L E . . 

HE 

THAT WILL EASE 
THE S O R E N E S S 

IN YOUR THROAT- /^ 
INSTANTLY. / W 

© NEXT DAY 
WELL,DEAR, I PUT OVER 

THE BIG OEAL.YES,COLD WAS 
PRACTICALLY GONE WHEN I 
GOT TO THE OFFICE.... THAT 
BAYER ASPIRIN TREATMENT 

CERTAINLY FAST. 

Almost Instant Relief From Colds 
IN THIS WAY 

If you catch a cold—don't take chances with Your cold should be relieved quickly when you 
"cold killers" and nostrums. A cold may be do this because the real BAYER Aspirin em-
dangerous to take chances on. bodies certain medical qualities that strike at 

The simple method pictured above is the way the base of a cold almost INSTANTLY, 
doctors throughout the world now treat colds. You can combat nearly any cold you get 

This is recognized as the QUICKEST, safest, simply by taking BAYER Aspirin as directed, 
surest way to treat a cold. For it often checks an Sore throat can be eased by gargling this way in 

tw6 or three minutes, incredible as this may seem. 
Ask your doctor about this. And when you 

buy, see that you get the real BAYER Aspirin. 
I t dissolves almost instantly. And thus works 
almost instantly you take i t 
internally. And for a gargle, i t 
dissolves completely enough 
for this purpose. Get a box of 
12 tablets or bottle of 24 or 
100 at any drug store. 

ordinary cold almost as fast you caught it. Just 
do this: 

1. Take 2 Bayer Aspirin Tablets. 
2. Drink Full Glass of Water. 
Repeat this in 2 Hours. 
3. If throat is sore, crush and dissolve 3 
Bayer Aspirin Tablets in a half glass 
of water and gargle. This eases the 
soreness in your throat almost instantly. 

DOES NOT HARM THE HEART 

wee i I 

2 Stately Solid Mahogany Pieces 
flair-filled for Extra Comfort 

Exactly as photographed. But the illustration can't show the beauty 
of the solid mahogany frame or the hair filling that insures luxurious 
comfort. Note the graceful design and the bea'uty of the serviceable 
tapestry covering. And think what this group would do for YOUR 
living room! It's a great buy! 

EASY TERMS i 
3 
3 
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e 3-Piece Colonial Suite 
OPEN AN ACCOUNT—CONVENIENT PAYMENTS 

You'll find unusual charm in this simple, beautifully designed 
Colonial period suite! You may have it in either genuine ma­
hogany or walnut. Structural parts are fine cabinet woods. For 
only $59.50 you may have: The 4-post bed, chest of drawers 
and either the dresser or French vanity. It is a remarkable spe­
cial value—THE SUITE IS EXACTLY AS PICTURED. 

You'll Get $ New Idea o£ Comfort 
Nationally Advertised 

Innerspring Mattress 
$ 11.95 

Save Now—Pay Later 
A mattress scientifically designed to give you corn-
plete and perfect rest! The inner coil springs 
imbedded in felted cotton rest and support every 
tired muscle. Lovely green or blue ticking. To­
day's price should be $17.95. 

Brighten Your Home! Room-Size 

Seamless Axminsters 
$32.85 

Rug Pad Included 
An unusually large selection of seamless perfect Ax-
minster rugs at a nice saving. Assortment includes 
many American Oriental patterns. Today's price 
on the rug alone is $34.85, and you get a 9x12 rug 
pad also. 
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