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ATTY'S MEMOIRS FRANK MATTY 
As Told to 

J A M E S GORDON FRASER 

CHAPTER V 
William Cowie is the man who was really responsible for 

what the newspapers used to call " the infamous alflermanic 
combine." M 

By that, they mean the group of 
aldermen who stood solidly together for 12 
years, through thi.-k and thin; come what 
might; to rule this city. Not always the 
same men, for the personnel of the group 
kept changing, but always the same 
number—just enough to pass legislation 
over the Mayor's veto. 

Cowie didn't mean to bring about the 
formation of sueh a group, of course. He 
didn't mean to do a lot of things, for that 
matter, that he Was forced to do while he 
was Mayor in 1890 and 1891. But he "did 
it, just the same. 

He was the Mayor who investigated the 
famous prosecution of Alderman J o h n 
.McLennan of the old Eleventh ward. 

There would be no point in going over 
that old case here, in detail. It is enough 
to say that McLennan, who had been in Common Council 
four or five years, was accused by Cowie of betraying the trust 
of the people. There was a grand "* 
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j u r y investigation, and. in the end, 
a f te r a lot ot scandal had been 
printed and a lot of unnecessary 
things said, McLennan was vindi­
cated. Tha t is, he was vindicated 
legally; a th ing that is always 
bad for a man in politics, even 
if he is Innocent. 

Alderman McLennan was a 
brother of Pe te r B. McLennan, 
who was a justice of Supreme 
Court a t the time. Peter B. was 
tremendously popular. The people 
liked him and trusted him and, 
natural ly , they had a friendly 
feeling for his brother. John was 
popular , too, and was a capable 
a lderman. 

Cowie's M e n d s advised him to 
d rop the McLennan case, on the 
ground t h a t he was wrong, any­
way, and would succeed in doing 
nothing but hurt himself, even 
if he had been right. I t was good 
advice, but Cowie was a Scotch­
man—and nobody ever saw a 
Scotchman who wasn ' t stubborn. 
He was a rich real estate dealer 
who got into Republican politics 
with the backing of the James st. 
crowd and, because he was h o n ­
es t and capable, he got along to 
the point of being elected mayor* 

His son, Alexander Cowie, is 
now at torney for the New York 
Central. When he .was a boy, 
everybody called him "Sandy" and 
the name still sticks to him-. . 
At the t ime the Cowie-McLennan 

fight was on, Tom Merriam was 
a lderman of the Eighth ward, 
which then included the univer­
s i ty section. He was a Republican 
a n d a veteran of the Civil W a r 
and ran a box factory somewhere 
u p in W a t e r st. H e was a great 
friend of Peter B. McLennan and 
w a s one of those who tried to pull 
Cowie off, only to find tha t Cowie, 
wouldn't pull. 

One day, Charlie Candee and I 
were tn the city clerk's office 
when Tom Merriman came in. He 
w a s red-hot about the McLennan 
case, and didn't hesitate to say 
wha t he thought of the Mayor. 
Charlie and I helped it along by 
sympathizing with him, although 
i t was honest enough, for we both 
knew McLennan wasn' t guilty. We 
talked for a while and Merriam 

*'It*s a shame t h a t a Mayor can 
get bull-headed and ruin an alder­
man like tha t . We ought to have 
some protection. As it is, he can 
get any of-us," 

I told him: 
"If enough of us would stand 

together, we could run any Mayor 

out of the city hall. We've got 
the power—if we stick together." 

Well, we had a long talk, and 
the upshot of it was tha t we three 
agreed to t ry to form such a 
combination. We didn't have any 
secret oaths or anything like that, 
but we did have an iron-clad 
agreement. And tha t was t h a t we 
would! stick together on any vote 
tha t we considered important to 

» us, no mat te r what happened. We 
1 agreed not to let the wishes of 
Iv the pa r ty leaders interfere with 

us, if it became necessary to defy 
them, and to submit our personal 

I inclinations to the judgment of 
! the majority. 

There were 14 aldermen in the 
Common Council then and we had 
no trouble getting eight of them. 
In* fact, we took nine into the 
combination right off t h e bat . 
Tha t gave us one vote more than 
we needed to pass ordinary legis­
lation, so that , if it was necessary, 
one of the members of the com­
bination could vote the other way 
to satisfy his constituents or some 
individual necessity. Later, we 
found it would be necessary to 
expand the combination to cover 
a two- thi rds majority, so we could 
pass legislation over the veto of 
the Mayor. And we did that , too. 

The immediate result of the 
combination, or whatever you 
want to call it, was to make 
Mayor Cowie's life miserable. He 
couldn't do a thing that we didn't 
want him to do. He couldn't 
prevent us from doing what we 
wanted to do. The people, who 
didn't understand it all, blamed 
him for what he didn't do and 
what we did do. I venture to say 
he had the toughest time of any 
man who ever sat at the Mayor's 
desk. 

He stood it for a year and five 
months and then, one day, he 
asked me to get the boys together. 
I did it. and he came in and said 
to us : 

"Men, this thing has gone far 
enough. We can't go on like this. 
Something has got to be done or 
we'll all be ruined, politically. I 
am ready to admit t ha t I have 
got to deal with you fellows. What 
do*you wan t?" 

I said to him: 
"Mr. Mayor, tha t ' s up to you. 

We're going to have something to 
say about what is done around 
here, but we don't, want to hur t 
you any more than is necessary. If 
you'll play with us, you'll get 
along." 

He said he would but, jus t a s I 
expected, it didn't last long. 
Within a few weeks, he was after 

lis ag;«in, hammer and tongs. And 
the newspapers began to take it 
up and hammer us. The Repub­
lican papers took the position tha t 
we were a lot of grafters, after 
anyth ing we could get, and that 
we were demanding a split out 
of ever franchise we put over. 
They pictured us as a lot of 
wolves, banded together for-evil. 
In those days, the papers used to 
say about what they liked and 
nobody ever thought of suing 
them for libel. 

Anyway, it didn't do either 
Cowie or the newspapers much 
good. Cowie was a one-term 

. Mayor. He could hardly be any­
thing else, for no man could make 
a success of the job wi th our 
combination of aldermen against 
him. 

The next year, t he Republicans 
nominated Jacob Amos and suc­
ceeded in electing him over 
Duncan W. Peck, who was the 
Mowry-Kirk candidate. A m o s 
only won by about 500 votes. Peck 
was the prize hard-luck candi­
date in my experience. He should 
have beaten Amos and he could 
have won the next tim'e, when 
J a y B. Kline took the Republican 
nomination away from Amos and 
Amos ran as an independent. I t 
has always been a mystery to me 
how Peck lost t h a t fight, but he 
did. Amos beat him by about 200, 
with Kline a bad third. I guess 
Dunk talked himself out of t ha t 
one. 

Jake Amos and I grew up on 
opposite sides of a picket fence, 
so we knew each other pretty well. 
I couldn't fool him much, nor 
could he fool me. We were differ­
ent types, but I liked him and I 
th ink he liked me. He got along 
better with the alderrnanic com­
bination than Cowie did, largely 
for tha t reason. But, even at that , 
he learned t h a t it was the com­
bination, and not him, tha t had 
the final word. 

Amos and the aldermen worked 
together on one thing. We made 
the New York Central pave West 
Washington st. a t its own ex­
pense. Several mayors had tried 
to do tha t , but had fallen down. 
And, when we finally put it over, 
the people thought it was a big 
thing. I t is always popular to beat 
a railroad. People will forgive you 
a lot of things if you can report 
t h a t you have won something for 
them from a railroad. 

For some reason or other, Jake 
Amos got in with the big men in 
the New York Central. For a long 
time, he could get all the passes 
he wanted from them for his 
friends. He was pret ty liberal with 
them, too. When one of the boys, 
or a group of them, wanted to run 
down to New York to see the 
sights, I used to go in to Amos 
and. say: 

"Can you get four or five 
passes ?" 

He would always produce them, 
and i t softened up a lot of the 
boys toward him. They looked on 
it as legitimate perquisites of the 
job. 

Well, Amos got through with it, 
and tha t brought us up to the 
election in 1895, the first t ime we 
ever elected a Mayor in the fall, 
as we do now. 

And t h a t s tar ted the fireworks, 
for it brought in McGuire. 

HAT TRADE EXCHANGE 
MANILA, Nov. 3.—The United 

States is the chief overseas supplier 
of ha t s to the Philippines and in 
turn is the chief marke t for Philip­
pine hat exports, according to a 
report from Trade Commissioner E. 
D. Hester , Manila. i Shipments 
abroad of' all kinds of ha t s from 
the islands during 1932 had a value 
of 1,184,000 pesos, of which 871,900 
pesos, or 73 per cent., represented 
exports to the United States. ' 

YOU Itmph/ Ca#?JVDGE 
ORMOND SILK STOCKINGS 

by any others! 

THEY ARE in a class by themselves for 
perfect quality, sheer perfection of 

weave and tone and shade. Every pair is 
made of only the finest o f pure silk, and is 
laboratory tested at the mill . Comparisons 
with other silk stockings only enhance 
their true worth. 

Fine Gauge Sheer Chiffons I 
Service Sheer Chiffons! Service Weights! 

59^ 69c 
For Service Sheer 

Chiffons. 

89 

pr. 
F o r S e r v i c e S h e e r 
Chiffons and Service 

Weights . 

c 
pr. 

$1.00 l 
For wFinea»ew Sheer 
Chiffons and Service 

Chiffons. 

$1 .15 
pr. 

For Truly Ringless 
" Q e a r e e t e " Sheer 

Chiffons. 

pr. 
F o r F ine Gauge Chif. 
f o n s a n d S e r v i c e 
Weights, Silk to Top. 

S I . 00 $|.15 
I tO I pr. 

For Ext ra Size and 
Long Length Chiffons 
and Service Weights. 

O.R m o n D 
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x3>/nd Tfcia Gold Seal oa erery 
pmir of Onaond Stock­
ing* it y oar • m i m t e of 
LABORATORY TEST-
XD QVAUTY. 

in i 
S. Salina at E. Fayette Sts. lie paired free 
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Brand New Winter COATS 
With Luxurious Furs 
Priced at Today's Low 

Crepey Wools * 

Heavy Interlining 

inter Colors 

Urn Silhouette 

Rich Furs 

Manchurian Wolf 

Sealine 

Badger 

These coats were purchased as recently as last week. You'll receive abso­
lutely the latest winter styles. All the smartest fashions . . . softened shoul­
ders, the new pencil silhouette; rich, lustrous fur shawls and tie collars. 
Every coat s i lk l i n e d and interlined, of course. Sizes for women and 
misses. All new winter colors. Be early . . . this is a special value ! 

GIRLS' SWAGGER 
INTER COATS 

$ 5 
Select these stout swagger coats to keep the 
youngsters warm this winter. They're made of 
sturdy wool materials . . . many with fur collars. 
Regularly this quality is $5.94. Sizes 7 to 14 yrs. 

SPORT AND T 
UTILITY COATS 

Women's and Misses' 
Blanket Robes 

$ 1.69 

. . 

10 
You won't find a better buy anywhere than these 
soft, woolly sport coats. They're made in the 
new swagger and double-breasted styles. Well 
tailorecfJ Tan, grey and brown. Sizes to -38. 

"We got an unusual buy on blanket robes. You'll 
save nearly a third the regular price. They're 
made in attractive patterns, full cut, roomy. 
Sizes to 44. 

GIRLS' NEW 
SCHOOL DRESSES 

$ X i09 
Regularly these fine dresses are $1.69. They're 
made of the new boucle and wash fabrics with 
smart new sleeves, and trick new necklines. Long 
sleeves . . . dark patterns. Sizes 7 to 14 years. 

Edwards Bargain Basement 

SALE! JUST 500 PAIRS 

ENNA JETTICK SHOES 
• 

Slightly Imperfect 

If Perfect They 
Would Be $5 & 

Another of Edwards great sales of Enna Jetticks! These are slightly 
imperfect, but mighty fine Enna Jetticks withal! They'll give the same 
service and comfort as the $5 and $6 shoes. Not all sizes in every style, 
but a good range of sizes. 

Other New Enna Jettick Shoes at $5 and $6—Second Floor 

Children's Strap Women's High-
Pumps Grade Slippers 

n.39 
Regularly you'd pay $1.98 as a rock-
bottom price for these fine patent 
leather s t rap slippers. Also a special 
group of g-unmetal oxfords a t this low 
price. 

LATE FASHION HIT! 

METALLIC CLOTH TURBANS 

$ 1.44 
Here's the latest style out . . . metallic 
cloth turbans to tone up your winter out­
fit. Try one with your winter coat . . . 
wear one dancing. They're smartly made, 
styled with a slick new feather over the 
eye. Gold, silver, green, red. All headsizes. 

Edwards Bargain Basement 

If these beautiful lfoudoir slippers were 
perfect they'd costfyou $4 and $6. Silk 
crepe bridge slipjpers and D'Orsays 
with leather soles I n d wooden covered 
heels. 

Edwards Bargain Basement 

HALF SOLES AMD HEELS 

C 
Any size—men's, women's or children's shoes 
half-soled and heeled ! Only the finest quality 
oak-tanned leather and nationally famous heels 
are used. Work called for and delivered, or our 
fast while-you-wait service. 

For a Very Limited Time! 
79 

Shoe Repair, Basement 

POPEYE 
SUITS 

$4.95 
No "Bonkus of the Konkus" 
about these suits . . . these are 
the original Popeye Suits. Made 
from fine quality navy cor­
duroy with all the decorations 
of the navy. E x a c t l y as 
sketched . . . a practical, wear­
able style for the youngster. 
Sizes 4 to 12. 
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Baby Needs 
Special Tomorrow 

Infants' Coats of Beacon Chin­
chilla, worth $1.50 easily to­
day. Pink; copen, $<• 
white, tan JL 

One-Piece Snow Suits, made of 
suede cloth. Red $«€ 
only., Sizes to 3 yea r s . . . JL 

Robes for the youngsters, made 
of warm outing flannel. Sizes 
2 to 6 - » q r 
years m % / V 
Baby Guddlers—made of "Es ­
mond" blanket cloth, trimmed 
with pink or blue « 4 g\f\ 
satin ribbon * I « 0 W 

Infants' slip-over sweater, all 
wool, in pink or blue, C f t / t 
V-neck style J v t 

Bootie Sets—Dainty knit sets, 
coat style sweater with booties 
and bonnet to match. White, 
trimmed with t 
pink or blue 1.69 

Edwards Basement 
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